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Declaration Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Apply for USDA Assistance 
 
 On January 05, 2009, the U.S. Department of Agriculture designated Honolulu 
County as a primary natural disaster area because of losses caused by rain and flood-
ing that occurred from December 10 through 16, 2009.   Qualified farm operators in 
Honolulu County are eligible for low interest emergency (EM) loans from USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible 
counties have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for loans to help 
cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own 
merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment abil-
ity.  FSA has a variety of programs, in addition to the EM loan program, to help eligible 
farmers recover from adversity. 
     USDA has other programs available to assist farmers and ranchers, including the 
Emergency Conservation Program, Federal Crop Insurance, and the Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program.  Interested farmers may contact their local USDA Ser-
vice Centers for further information on eligibility requirements and application proce-
dures for these and other programs.  Additional information is also available online 
at:  http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

Deadline Nears for Conservation Program 
Applications  

 
 Applications are being accepted from farmers and ranchers for four different Farm 
Bill Programs that are administered by the United States Department of Agriculture's 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  The four programs include Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program 
(WHIP), Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP), and Agriculture Man-
agement Assistance (AMA).  Interested farmers and ranchers have until February 13, 
2009 to submit their applications to be considered for this ranking period. 
 Financial assistance is available through EQIP to agricultural producers who are 
willing to implement conservation measures which treat the targeted natural resource 
concerns on their land (including forestry, organic farming, and energy conservation).  
AWEP is a new activity within EQIP to address ground and surface water conserva-
tion.  WHIP provides technical and financial assistance to improve fish and wildlife 
habitat.  Previously, AMA was available in 15 states and Hawaii was just added as a 
qualifying state.  This program addresses water management, erosion control, and 
integrated pest management. 
 Projects that install conservation measures on agricultural lands to address the 
following proposed identified priority natural resource concerns are being considered: 
animal waste, sedimentation, noxious weeds, insufficient water supply for livestock or 
irrigation, pesticide or nutrient contamination of ground or surface waters, at-risk spe-
cies habitat, and invasive species.  For a full description of the program eligibility, 
please visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs. 
 NRCS will provide technical assistance to help agricultural producers design, 
plan, and implement their conservation measures.  Interested farmers and ranchers 
are asked to call their local NRCS Field Office for more information.  To find the of-
fice nearest you, visit www.pia.nrcs.usda.gov. 
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Use of Cover Crops for  
Soil Conservation 

The USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Teresa Lasseter announced that the sign-up 
period for the 2005-2007 Crop Disaster Program (CDP) will end Feb. 27, 2009.  
  
The ending date of Feb. 27 applies to the receipt of a signed and completed FSA-840 application 
along with all supporting documentation and required forms at the applicable county FSA office. Sign-
up information and required forms are available at each county FSA office. Late filed applications will 
not be approved after the Feb. 27 deadline.  
  
All application determinations will be made by March 27, 2009. For further questions about CDP and 
the sign-up deadline, producers may contact their county FSA office or visit FSA's website at http://

Crop Disaster Program Sign-Up Ends February 27 

http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov/�
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

The Use of Cover Crops for Soil Conservation and Soil Quality Management in Tomatoes  
 

Date: Friday, January 23, 2008    
 

Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.   
 

Location: Twin Bridge Farm, Waialua, O`ahu  
 
Directions: From H2 towards Wahiawa/Mililani, merge onto HI 99 (Wilikina Dr), pass Schofield Barracks and con-
tinue along Kaukonahua Road towards Waialua. Approaching Waialua continue straight on this road as it becomes 
Farrington Hwy. At the rotary, take the first exit to Goodale Ave. Follow Goodale Ave. to Kealohanui St. Turn left on 
Kealohanui and follow to the end. Watch for Field Day sign. For additional details call John at 341-0230 or Lynne at 
265-2936.  
 
Adoption of Cover Crop Technology: December of 2008 experienced some of the heaviest flooding in the Waialua area in 
over 12 years. The cover crop practice is one of several soil conservation technologies being used by farmers in the area to 
minimize flooding and loss of soil from erosion during high rainfall periods. In order to continue to promote the adoption of 
the technology, cover crops were planted at this low lying Waialua site in late October 2008 and were firmly established by 
the time the severest rains impacted the area. This Field Day will demonstrate the utility of cover crops for minimizing soil 
loss and mitigating storm water flows. The strategy for using cover crops as a rotation for commercial tomato production at 
the site will be presented. 

Refreshments will be provided 
To RSVP or if you have any questions, contact Matt Johnson at 808 483-8600 ext 113  

** Closed Toe Shoes are Required, Please Be Prepared for Rain**  
 
Field Day presented by: Oahu Resource Conservation and Development Council, Crop Care Hawai`i, LLC, Twin Bridge Farms, USDA – Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Hawai`i Agriculture Research Center, University of Hawaii College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, Pioneer Hi Bred 
International, Inc. and Hawaiian Earth Products.  This Project is supported by the United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation 
Services under the Conservation Innovation Grant Program. Additional support is being provided by Hawaiian Earth Products, Kapolei, Hawai`i.  
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