_, Farm Service Agency

The USDA, Farm Service Agency (FSA) is seeking candidates and eligible voters for the
farmer elected County Committee. The FSA County Committee is an important link between
national USDA programs and local farmers. As part of the Committee, members will make im-
portant decisions on the needs of local programs such as establishing yields, determining conser-
vation priorities, and disaster assistance.

Local Administrative Areas (LAA) are elective areas. Single counties are divided into three
LAA:s. Elections are held to replace a member whose three-year term expires. Honolulu
County will be holding an election for a person to represent LAA #|. LAA #| consists of all
ranchers and farmers whose farm or ranch operations are located in Waimanalo, Honolulu, &
Pearl City. If your farm is located in this area you may be an eligible candidate or voter. Eligible

o ) farmers or rancher may request a ballot from FSA if they don’t receive one in the mail.
Local Administrative Area #1 = % If you would like to run for election your nomination form must be received by Aug. 02.
Attached is Form FSA-669A, Nomination Form for County FSA Committee Election for your
use. Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters by Nov 05. Ballots must be returned or postmarked
by Dec. 06. Ballots will be counted at the Honolulu County FSA Office in Aiea by Dec. 13.

We’re Seeking Candidates—Nominations

One of FSA’s responsibilities is to hold County Committee elections in an open manner that ensures accountability.
County FSA Offices will provide local organizations representing socially disadvantaged groups with detailed informa-
tion about the COC election process. FSA is reaching out to agricultural communities to get equitable representation

on their county committees. Groups representing socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers, will be actively solic- OTE ]
ited for COC election candidates, and encouraged to fill out a nomination form FSA-669A. Under represented farm- . ¢
ers and ranchers are encouraged to step up and participate in their county’s COC election process. COC election Make a difference.

fact sheets can be found online at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA or the News & Events tab on the FSA homepage.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic in-
formation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and Compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410
or call (800) 795-3272 (Voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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The US. Department of Agriculture designated Hawaii, Honolulu,
Kauai and Maui Counties as primary natural disaster areas due to losses
caused by ongoing extended drought conditions.

All Hawaii Counties were designated a natural disaster area on July
19, 2010, making qualified farm operators in the designated area eligible
% for low interest Emergency Loans from USDA’s Farm Service Agency

2= (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met. Farmers have eight
months from the date of the declaration to apply for loans to help
cover part of their actual losses. FSA will consider each loan applica-
tion on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment abil-
ity. USDA has also made other programs available to assist farmers such as the Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), Livestock Forage Program (LFP), Tree Assistance Program
(TAP), and the Supplemental Revenue Enhancement Program (SURE) . Interested farmers may con-
tact their local USDA Farm Service Agency for further information on eligibility requirements and
application procedures for these and other programs. Additional information on Emergency Loans is

also available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=fmlp&topic=efl .

USDA Announces Implementation of the Livestock Forage Disaster Program

The USDA Farm Service Agency announced that livestock producers on island of Oahu may now
apply for benefits under the provisions of the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for crop year
2010 with the Honolulu County Farm Service Agency. The Honolulu County FSA office will be accepting
applications for 2010 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) through January 30, 201 1.

The LFP provides direct payments to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock grazing
losses due to qualifying drought. The losses must have occurred on land that is native or improved pas-
tureland with permanent vegetative cover or a crop planted specifically for grazing, and must also have
occurred during the normal grazing period for the specific type of grazing land in the county.

LFP eligibility is limited to producers who have purchased Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) for 2010. Producers who meet the requirements of socially disadvantaged, limited resource
or beginning farmer or rancher do not have to meet risk management purchase requirements. An aver-
age adjusted gross income limitation of $500,000 applies and is determined using the three taxable years
that precede the most immediately preceding complete taxable year (for 2010, the applicable years are
2006, 2007 and 2008). Eligible livestock must be maintained for commercial agricultural use. Eligible
livestock under LFP include beef, cattle, buffalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, poul-
try, reindeer, sheep and swine. For more information on LFP visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov

or contact the Honolulu County Farm Service Agency Office at (808) 483-8600.

Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment Program

Farmers and ranchers outside the 48 contiguous United States that
experience high transportation costs will soon see relief through funding
authorized through the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008
(Farm Bill). The payments announced today through the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) are intended to offset a portion of the costs of transporting
agricultural inputs and products over long distances.

The Reimbursement Transportation Cost Payment Program for Geo-
graphically Disadvantaged Farmers and Ranchers (RTCP) assists farmers
and ranchers in Alaska, Hawaii, and areas including Puerto Rico, Guam,
American Samoa, Northern Mariana Islands, U.S. Virgin Islands, Federated
States of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall Islands and Republic of Palau who paid to transport either
an agricultural commodity or an input used to produce an agricultural commodity.

The Agricultural, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2010 (2010 Agricultural Appropriations Bill) provided $2.6 million for this Farm Bill pro-
gram in fiscal year 2010. Sign-up for RTCP will begin on Aug. 2, 2010, and end on Sept. 10, 2010. Appli-
cants must file their RTCP application for benefits at with their local FSA county office no later than
Sept. 10, 2010, and applicants also will have until Nov. |, 2010, to provide supporting documentation of
actual costs of transporting agricultural inputs and commodities in fiscal year 2010 to the FSA county
office. For more information on the new RTCP program, farmers and ranchers in the eligible areas can
visit their local FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.
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