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Buy-In Waiver Extension Approved for Disaster Assistance Programs

Steve Peterson, Acting State Executive Director of USDA’s Farm Service Agency in Hawaii an-
nounced today that producers who did not obtain crop insurance or Non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for 2008 can pay a buy-in fee through May 18, 2009, to be-
come eligible for 2008 disaster assistance programs authorized by the Food, Conservation, and

Energy Act of 2008.
"Producers have an additional opportunity to become eligible for several programs if they suf-

fered 2008 agricultural losses due to natural disaster," said Peterson.

Producers who have not already taken the necessary steps to become eligible for the Supple-
mental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE), Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and
Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP), and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) are required to complete the

following steps by May 18, 2009:

e Paya $100 “buy-in” fee per crop. The maximum fee is $300 per county, per producer, not

to exceed $900 for multi-county producers.

¢ In the case of each insurable crop, excluding grazing land, agree to obtain a policy or plan
of insurance for the next insurance year for which crop insurance is available; coverage
level should equal 70 percent or more of the yield at 100 percent of the price.

e In the case of each noninsurable crop, agree to file the required paperwork and pay the
applicable administrative NAP coverage fee by the applicable state application closing date
for the next available year-.

Producers who choose to “buy in” under this provision will be considered, for insured crops,

to have obtained a policy or plan of insurance for the 2008 crop year at a level of coverage not to

exceed 70 percent of the yield at 100 percent of the price. For noninsurable crops, producers
will be considered to have a level of coverage equal to 70 percent of the yield. These levels of

coverage will be used to calculate the 2008 SURE guarantee.
Producers who meet the definition of "Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource," or

"Beginning Farmer or Rancher," are not required to pay the buy-in fee.

A contact list is set forth below:

COUNTY PHONE FAX EMAIL
Hawaii (808) 933-8341 (808) 933-8345 lester.ueda@hi.usda.gov
Honolulu (808) 483-8600 (808) 483-8615 jason.shitanishi@hi.usda.gov
Kauai (808) 245-9014 (808) 246-4639 robert.ishikawa@hi.usda.gov
Maui (808) 871-5500 (808) 873-6183 james.robello@hi.usda.gov

INOUYE ANNOUNCES AGRICULTURAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE
FOR HAWAII FARMERS

Senate Appropriations Chairman Daniel K. Inouye announced today that as a result of a pro-
vision he added to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), Hawaii agri-
cultural producers will receive financial assistance for losses resulting from natural disasters, in-
cluding drought, flooding, vog and varroa mites in 2008.

Even with legislation, disaster assistance for Hawaii producers is not automatic. Eligible pro-
ducers who wish to become eligible must provide documentation of the losses incurred and pay
a “buy-in” fee through the transitional disaster assistance program which was enacted in
2008. The ARRA stimulus bill provision extends the sign-up period to mid-May, 2009. “l en-
courage all Hawaii growers who have incurred losses in 2008 to sign up immediately by contact-

ing the Farm Service Agency in their county,” Inouye stated.

A contact list is set forth below:

COUNTY PHONE FAX EMAIL
Hawaii (808) 933-8341 (808) 933-8345 lester.ueda@hi.usda.gov
Honolulu (808) 483-8600 (808) 483-8615 jason.shitanishi@hi.usda.gov
Kauai (808) 245-9014 (808) 246-4639 robert.ishikawa@hi.usda.gov
Maui (808) 871-5500 (808) 873-6183 james.robello@bhi.usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer




Stimulus Funding for FLP Loans

As part of the recently approved economic stimulus package, FSA’s Farm Loan Programs (FLP) is scheduled to
receive an extra $173 million in funding for the direct operating loan (OL) program. Many states have a current
backlog of approved OL loans waiting for funding. As of February 23, the backlog stood at 1,039 loans valued at
more than $72 million. Producers’ financial needs have increased significantly with the elevated costs of produc-
tion inputs and the downturn in the agricultural economy. This growing need, coupled with FLP’s successful mar-
keting efforts, has generated increased demand for FSA OL loans as well as farm ownership loans.

FSA Payment Record (1099G)

During the last week of January, producers who have received payments from FSA should have also received a
CCC-1099-G from the Kansas City office. A CCC-1099-G is a report to the Internal Revenue Service about FSA
payments made to you during the previous calendar year. The CCC-1099-G is a service to help participating pro-
ducers report taxable income. It is not intended to replace the program participant’s responsibility to report income to
the IRS.

If you received a CCC-1099-G, we recommend that you check the amounts shown with those in your records to see
that the amounts are correct. Refunds will no longer be reported on the 1099-G, but will be available online from the
FSA Financial Inquiries (FSA-FI) web-based database. Program participants with eAuthentication user ID’s and
passwords can access their refund information at FSA-FI and select “Inquiry Type 1099/Refund Reports”. Refund
amounts are displayed on the Producer’s Year-to-Date Activity web page.

If you have a question concerning the 1099-G refund information, you may contact your local FSA office for assis-

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-

3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer-.
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