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The 2008 Farm Bill amended the Trade Act of 1974 to create five new disaster programs, col-
lectively referred to as Supplemental Agriculture Disaster Assistance programs. These include: 
 
 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
 Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Program 
 Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 
 
To be eligible for these programs, producers must purchase at least catastrophic risk protection 
(CAT) level of crop insurance for all insurable crops and/or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program (NAP) coverage for non-insurable crops under SURE, TAP, and ELAP.   
 
Producers who meet the definition of a Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource Producer, or 
Beginning Farmer or Rancher, do not have to meet this risk management purchase requirement. 
 

Acreage Reports Needed For SURE 
 

Because of the delay in announcing the provisions of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008, producers enrolling in the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) are re-
minded that 2008 crop reports are required for SURE participation.  This includes crops planted 
on cropland and/or non-cropland, including native pasture or improved grass that will be hayed. 
 
Physical evidence of the crop in the field is not required for Farm Service Agency (FSA) to ac-
cept late-filed 2008 acreage reports.  "However, evidence of existence or disposition, is re-
quired. 
 
The following requirements for 2008 SURE include: 
 producers must report all crops, in all counties, in which they have an interest 
 late-filed fees shall be waived for late-filed 2008 acreage reports and physical evidence in the 

field is not required if the actual use of a crop is different from the intended use reported, 
the producer may report the final use to the County Office; however, the intended use shall 
not be changed. 

 
The provisions noted are for 2008 only. For 2009 and 2010, normal acreage reporting require-
ments will be applied. 
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Voting for County Committee Begins 
 
Ballots for this year’s county committee election will be mailed to eligible voters 
on November 6, 2009. Voters must complete their ballots and return them to the 
Farm Service Agency county office by the close of business on December 7, 2009. 
If mailed, ballots must be postmarked by midnight December 7, 2009. 
 
The candidate for this year’s election in LAA #3 is Harry Choy.  Mr. Choy operates a hog opera-
tion in Waianae, and is an active member of Hawaii Farm Bureau Federation. 
 
Eligible voters in local administrative area 3 who have not received a ballot should contact the 
FSA county office staff. 
Voter Requirements Persons meeting requirements in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible to vote: 
 
1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or ranch as either of the following: 

 an owner, operator, tenant or sharecropper, or 
 a partner in a general partnership or member of a joint venture that has an interest in 

a farm as an owner, operator, tenant or sharecropper; or 
2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an entire 

farm; and 
3.  Eligible to participate in any FSA program that is provided by law, regardless of the status of 

funding. 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, politi-
cal beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office 
of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD).  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

DEADLINE NEARS FOR FARM BILL CONSERVATION PROGRAM APPLICATIONS  
 
Honolulu, November 3, 2009 -- Applications are being accepted from farmers and ranchers for 
three different Farm Bill Programs that are administered by the United States Department of Agri-
culture's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). The three programs include Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP), and 
Agriculture Management Assistance (AMA).  Interested farmers and ranchers have until Decem-
ber 11, 2009 to submit their applications to be considered for this ranking period.  
 

“We’re focusing our conservation efforts on treating identified priority natural resource concerns on lands being used to 
produce agricultural products,” says Lawrence Yamamoto, Director of the Pacific Islands Area for the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS).  
 
Financial assistance is available through EQIP to agricultural producers who are willing to implement conservation measures 
which treat the targeted natural resource concerns on their land (including forestry, organic farming, and energy conserva-
tion). WHIP provides technical and financial assistance to improve fish and wildlife habitat. Previously, AMA was available in 
15 states and Hawaii was just added as a qualifying state. This program addresses water management, erosion control, and 
integrated pest management.  
 
Projects that install conservation measures on agricultural lands to address the following proposed identified priority natural 
resource concerns are being considered: animal waste, sedimentation, noxious weeds, insufficient water supply for livestock 
or irrigation, pesticide or nutrient contamination of ground or surface waters, at-risk species habitat, and invasive species. 
For a full description of the program eligibility, please visit www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs.  
 
Applications are accepted year-round for these three programs, however, this ranking cycle ends on December 11, 2009.  
Previous applications that were not selected/funded in the last ranking cycle will be included for the December 11th deadline. 
 
NRCS will provide technical assistance to help agricultural producers design, plan, and implement their 
conservation measures. Interested farmers and ranchers are asked to call their local NRCS Field Office 
for more information. To find the office nearest you, visit www.pia.nrcs.usda.gov. 
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