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USDA Announces Implementation of
Livestock Disaster Assistance Programs

Diane Ley, Executive Director of USDA's Farm Service Agency in Hawaii and the Pacific Basin announced
that producers may now begin applying for benefits under the provisions of the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP) and the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish program
(ELAP). These permanent disaster programs, authorized in the 2008 Farm Bill, replace previous ad-hoc disas-
ter assistance programs and are funded through the Agricultural Disaster Relief Trust Fund.

"USDA is committed to meeting the needs of producers after suffering devastating losses due to a natural
disaster," said Ley. "These programs ensure that producers who have suffered agriculture losses receive the
critical disaster assistance needed to remain financially solvent and help them continue on in their opera-
tions."

Livestock Feed Program (LFP)

~ LFP provides payments to eligible livestock producers that have suffered
livestock grazing losses due to qualifying drought or fire. For drought, the
losses must have occurred on land that is native or improved pastureland
with permanent vegetative cover or a crop planted specifically for grazing.
The drought losses must also have occurred during the normal grazing pe-
riod for the specific type of grazing land in the county. For fire, LFP pro-
vides payments to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing
losses on rangeland managed by a federal agency if the eligible livestock
producer is prohibited by the federal agency from grazing the normal per-
mitted livestock on the managed rangeland due to a qualifying fire.

Eligible livestock under LFP include beef cattle, alpacas, buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine,
goats, llamas, poultry, reindeer, sheep and swine. For losses due to drought, qualifying drought ratings are
determined using the U.S. Drought Monitor located at http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html.

The final date to file an application for 2008 calendar year losses under LFP is December 10, 2009. The final
date to file a notice of loss for crop year 2009 through 2011 losses under LFP is no later than 30 calendar

days after the end of the calendar year in which the grazing losses occurred.

Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP)
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[ o ~ Assistance for producers through ELAP is for losses not covered under
e g M other Supplemental Agricultural Disaster Assistance programs established

- by the 2008 Farm Bill. These include LFP, the Livestock Indemnity Pro-

gram (LIP) and the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE). ELAP is being implemented
to help fill the gap and provide assistance under other eligibility conditions determined to be appropriate.
The final date to file a notice of loss and file an application for payment for 2008 calendar year losses under
ELAP is December 10, 2009. The final date to file a notice of loss for 2009 calendar year losses that oc-
curred prior to September | I, 2009, for ELAP is December 10, 2009. The final date to file a notice of loss
for 2009 calendar year losses that occurred on or after September | I, 2009, is the earlier of 30 calendar
days of when the loss is apparent to the producer or January 30, 2010. Applications for payment for 2009

calendar year losses must be filed no later than January 30, 2010.

For both LFP and ELAP, livestock or forage losses must have occurred on or after January |, 2008, and be-
fore October I, 201 I. Note that there are assistance application deadlines for each crop year during that
multi-year period. There is a total $100,000 limitation per crop year that applies to payments received under
ELAP, LFP, LIP or SURE. For the 2008 crop year, the $100,000 limitation is per "person” as defined and de-
termined under payment limitation rules in effect for 2008.

A determination has yet to be made if losses stemming from infestations of verroa mites will
be eligible for compensation.

For crop years 2009 through 201 |, the $100,000 limitation applies to payments received, both directly and
indirectly, by a person or legal entity. Furthermore, individuals or entities are ineligible for payment under
ELAP or LFP for 2008 if their average Adjusted Gross Income for 2005, 2006 and 2007 exceeds $2.5 million.
For 2009 through 2011, an average adjusted gross nonfarm income limitation of $500,000 applies and is de-
termined using the three taxable years that precede the most immediately preceding complete taxable year
(for 2009, the applicable years are 2005, 2006 and 2007).

For more information or to apply for ELAP or LFP and other USDA Farm Service Agency disaster assistance

programs, please call your local USDA Service Center or FSA County Office to schedule an appointment
with a staff expert. General information can also be obtained on the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer
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The USDA Farm Service Agency recently announced that producers or owners of eligible biomass material who sell to
N BICOMNSS qualified biomass conversion facilities may apply for matching payments under the collection, harvest, storage and transpor-
e CRUPARSSIAE KRS (2 tion (CHST) component of the Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP).
|! a @ B (,,-' BCAP will provide financial assistance to owners of eligible material who deliver the material to qualified biomass con-
- | version facilities that use biomass to produce heat, power, biobased products or advanced biofuels. An eligible material
.....‘ owner may receive payment at a rate of $1 for $1 per dry-ton equivalent, not to exceed $45 per dry-ton equivalent for a
.| period of two years. Biomass conversion facilities may become “qualified” by signing an Agreement with FSA state offices.
For details contact the FSA State Office or visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov/energy to learn more about the B-CAP program.

g— FSA

County Committee Elections

Be watching your mailbox for your official county office committee election ballot starting early next month. Ballots will be
mailed to all eligible voters starting on November 6, 2009. If you don’t receive a ballot, notify the county FSA office. Completed
and signed ballots are due back in the county office by the close of business on December 7, 2009.

Loans for Socially Disadvantaged
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans
are available for operating capital and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.
c While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding for
members of Socially Disadvantaged groups. Socially disadvantaged applicants are members of groups who have been sub-
jected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice without regard to their individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, Native Americans, Alaskan
Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders. If producers or their spouses believe they qualify as socially disad-
vantaged, they should contact their local FSA office for details. FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the
eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

=

Risk management Agency (RMA) Nursery Crop Insurance

Nursery crop insurance is available in all States to all persons operating nurseries that meet certain criteria. Insurance coverage
will apply, by practice (field grown or container), to all of your nursery plants in a county that:

e  Are on the Eligible Plant List;

®  Are grown in a nursery that receives at least 50 percent of its gross income from wholesale marketing of nursery plants;
e Meet all the requirements for insurability; and

®  Are grown in an appropriate medium.

¢
v

Nursery containers containing two or more different genera, species, subspecies, varieties, or cultivars cannot be insured.

Plants grown for sale as Christmas trees cannot be insured, and plants grown as stock plants or grown solely for harvest of buds, flowers, or greenery
cannot be insured. Plants producing edible fruits and nuts can be insured if the plants are available for sale (harvesting the edible fruit or nuts does not
affect insurability). Your nursery must be inspected and approved as acceptable before insurance coverage can begin.

Important Dates

e  The insurance period begins June | and continues through May 31 of the following year.
e  The contract change date is January 3| before the current crop year.

e  The sales closing date is May | before the current crop year.

For more information contact your local Crop insurance representative or visit RMA's publication page at: http://www.rma.usda.gov/pubs/rme/fctsht.html

4 Farm Tractor For Sale

Make: New Holland

Model: MDL2120

Year: 1999

Price: BEST OFFER—Hurry! Make us an offer!

Phone (808) 483-8600, Extension #353 to make an offer
To be sold “as is’’, without warranty.
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