
 

Atchison County                                                                             April 2009  
FSA Office                                                            Office Hours: 8:00 am – 4:30 pm  Monday-Friday 
605 6th Street 
Effingham, KS 66023 
Phone: 913-833-5460 
Fax: 913-833-5070 
County Committee Meetings – 2nd Friday of each month 

 
REPORT ACRES FOR WHEAT AND OATS BY JUNE 1ST 

 

Planted acreage of 2009 crop wheat and oats must be reported by close of business June 1st to avoid the assessment  
of late-filing fees.  Acres, shares, intended use and type is a reporting requirement to remain eligible for DCP 
benefits, ACRE benefits, marketing loans, CRP annual rental payments, crop insurance and disaster program 
benefits.  Failure to report timely will result in assessment of a late filed fee of no less than $46 per farm.  Anyone 
on the farm, with an interest in the wheat or oats can complete the acreage report. 

 
BUY-IN FEES DEADLINE FOR 2008 CROP LOSSES EXTENDED TO MAY 18TH  

 

Recently approved legislation has offered producers 
another opportunity to buy-in to eligibility for 
potential disaster benefits under the Supplemental 
Revenue Assistance Program, also known as SURE 
for 2008.  Having insurance on all crops that you 
have an interest in is a prerequisite for earning SURE 
benefits.  SURE benefits are based on an entire 
operation loss.  For 2008 losses, a guarantee will be 
calculated for your operations insurable crops based 
on your insurance price election and the higher of, 
your actual production history, or counter cyclical 
payment yields. The non-insurable crops guarantee 
will be based on the county yield for the crop, and 
the county price established for the crop.  If your 
actual 2008 revenue from the sum of the value of  
commodities sold, value of raised commodities fed, 
crop insurance indemnities, and 15% of direct DCP 

payments falls below the 2008 guarantee,  you could 
be entitled to 60% of the difference as a SURE 
payment.   The buy-in cost is $100 per insurable crop 
that was not insured otherwise, and $100 per non-
insurable crop.  In addition to the buy-in fee, you will 
be required to purchase crop insurance on the 
insurable buy-in crop in the next available insurance 
year, at the 70/100 level or higher.  For non-insurable 
crops, you will be required to pay the NAP 
administrative fee ($250) for each buy-in crop for the 
next available insurance year. There are some 
exceptions to the buy-in fee requirement.  Contact the 
FSA office for more information.  The deadline to 
pay the 2008 buy-in fee is May 18th.  No signup dates 
for SURE payments have been announced.  Keep in 
mind that guarantees and losses for SURE are 
calculated on an entire farm operation basis.   

 
ACRE SIGNUP APRIL 27TH THROUGH AUGUST 14TH   

 

Signup for the Average Crop Revenue Election 
program has been announced and will begin on April 
27th.  ACRE provides additional protection against 
revenue losses and is enrolled on an FSA farm-by-
farm basis.  The mechanics of ACRE starts with the 
calculation of a 2009 Kansas State revenue 
guarantee, determined from Olympic average yields, 
by crop, for the period beginning in 2004 and ending 
in 2008. If you participate, you will establish a 2009 
revenue guarantee for your farm based on Olympic 
average yields, by crop for 2004-2008.  An Olympic 
average drops the highest and lowest yields during 

the base period, then averages the three remaining 
yields.  In order to earn an ACRE payment, the 2009 
Kansas actual revenue, by crop, and your 2009 farm 
actual revenue, by crop, must fall below the 
guarantees.  If one or both of the guarantees are 
exceeded by the 2009 actual revenue, then no ACRE 
payment will be earned.  Participants agree to a 20% 
reduction in direct DCP payments for the farm, and a 
30% reduction in county loan rates for each 
commodity on the farm.  No counter cyclical benefits 
are available to farms enrolled in ACRE.  

 
 
 
 DCP EXTENDED TO AUGUST 14TH:  Signup into the Direct and Counter Cyclical Program (DCP) has 
been extended to August 14th to coincide with the ACRE enrollment period.  Please call the office ahead of time, so 
we can prepare your files for your visit to the office.   
 
 

HOW DO YOU DECIDE IF ACRE IS A GOOD OPTION FOR YOU? 
 

That’s a tough question to answer.  Much of the decision is based on speculation on yields and national average 
market prices for each crop for each year through 2012.  Payments are based on the crops that you plant, and 
acreage eligible is limited to the total base payment acres on the farm.  In any given year, some crops may pay, 
while others may not.  If yields remain constant with state and farm averages, and market prices remain constant 
with 2007/2008 market prices, then the likelihood of ACRE payments is low.  If yields drop, or prices drop in a 
given year, and both revenue triggers are met, ACRE payments could be significant. Keep in mind that the 
marketing year for a crop starts at harvest and ends 12 months later, so market prices for 2009 spring crops won’t 
be available until the fall of 2010, making any potential benefit 12 months in arrears.   
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HOW DO YOU SIGNUP FOR ACRE? 
 

Signup for ACRE is a two-step process.  First, all producers on a farm must elect ACRE by signing an election 
form.  Then all producers on the farm must sign the contract to participate.  The election is a one-time process that 
is irrevocable for the life of the current farm bill.  The contract to participate must be signed annually.  At some 
point during the signup process, you will be required to provide the average yields for each crop on the farm for the 
2004-2008 period.  After enrollment, you will be required to complete a production report for the farm annually. 
 
ARE THE STATE AND FARM GUARANTEES FIXED FOR THE LIFE OF THE FARM BILL? 

 

No.  The yield guarantee for the state and farm are a moving Olympic average.  The price guarantee  used is a 2-
year national average price which will move as well.  There is an annual 10% limitation on increases or decreases 
to the state revenue guarantee, so dramatic swings in price or yield from one year to the next will have limited 
affect on future state guarantees.   
 
WHAT TOOLS ARE AVAILABLE TO HELP YOU DECIDE IF ACRE IS THE BEST OPTION? 

 

Since there are so many variables in determining potential benefit to the ACRE program, even the best spreadsheet 
calculator leaves a great deal to speculation.  Variables include historical farm average yields, future farm and state  
annual yields, your actual crop plantings from year to year, your farms direct payment yield, your farms counter 
cyclical yield, your crop insurance premium, variations in future national average market prices for each crop, and 
your farms crop acreage base which could limit acreage for ACRE benefits.  FSA has a manual worksheet that can 
be provided to you, which allows you to plug in your data, by farm and may help you in making your decision. 
 

2008 COMMODITY LOANS AVAILABLE 
 

Loans are still available for 2008 crop corn, milo, and soybeans through May 29, 2009.  These loans mature at the 
end of the ninth month following the month of approval.  The loans are available for farm stored or warehouse 
stored grain.  This is an excellent way to acquire operating capital while retaining control of the physical crop for 
later marketing.  The current interest rate for April is   %  and is locked in for the life of the loan.  Loan rates for 
Atchison County are as follows:  Corn, $2.02/bu; Soybeans, $4.97/bu; Milo, $3.53/cwt; Wheat, $3.27/bu and Oats, 
$1.32/bu.  Contact our office for more information. 
 
REMINDERS!!! 

 Planted acreage of wheat, oats, rye and other small grains, must be reported to FSA by June 1st.  Late-filed 
fees equal to, at least, $46 per farm will be applied for reports provided after the June 1 deadline. 

 Deadline to pay buy-in fees for 2008 crop SURE eligibility is May 18th.  
 DCP signup has been extended to August 14th.  Please call ahead and provide us with your signup 

information so we can prepare for your visit.  We need to know if you have any changes to your farm 
records for 2009, and if you want an advance payment. 

 
FSA Website -- For FSA forms, and the latest on FSA programs and farm loans, try www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs 
and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s 
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication 
of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer." 


