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Acreage Reporting Requirements for 2009 
 

Producers are reminded that acreage reports are required to 
receive payments from FSA programs.  These programs 
include but are not limited to:  Price Support Loans, Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDP’s), Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP), Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP), 
and Direct & Countercyclical Program (DCP).  Acreage 
reports are due by August 15th annually. Producers who 
purchase NAP coverage are required to report by the earlier 
of 15 days prior to harvest for mechanically harvested 
crops or 15 days prior to allowing livestock to begin 
grazing for forage crops.  By not reporting prior to these 
established dates producers risk losing program benefits.  
Anyone who misses reporting their acreage before August 
1st deadlines can file late acreage reports by paying a late 
reporting fee.  The crop and use must still be identifiable at 
the time of late reporting.  Planting dates are always 
needed when reporting acreage. 
 

Keep Your Records Current 
 

Contact FSA when changes occur to your farm operation.  
This includes farm operator, owner, and address changes.  
It is important to inform FSA of any changes in the 
management or operational structure of your farming 
operation.  If you have formed or dissolved a partnership, 
corporation, trust, limited liability companies, or any other 
similar entity, it is critical that you inform FSA prior to 
enrollment to assure proper program eligibility.  
 

LIVESTOCK FORAGE PROGRAM (LFP) 
 

LFP provides assistance to livestock producers for grazing 
losses suffered due to drought conditions.  The degree of 
loss will be monitored during the grazing season by the 
U.S. Drought Monitor.  The amount of payment correlates 
with the severity of the drought. Only grazing acreages 
covered by NAP or a PRF-VI Insurance Policy are 
eligible for the LFP program.  
 

DCP Signup Underway 
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NAP Production Reporting 
 

Production records for individual crops need to be filed 
with our office to establish an approved NAP yield.  If this 
is the first year you participated in NAP, you can provide 
production and acreage information from prior years to 
establish your yield.  If you participated in NAP in previous 
years, you must report your production and acreage on a 
yearly basis to keep your yield up-to-date.  Records 
submitted must be reliable or verifiable.  Records need to 
show crop disposition.  It is recommended producers 
submit 2008 production records as soon as possible. All 
production records must be submitted by the 
subsequent crop year’s final acreage reporting date. 

 
 

 

FSA Signature Policy 
 

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA 
can save time and prevent a delay in program benefits.  The 
following are FSA signature guidelines: 
• A married woman shall sign her given name: Mrs. 
Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 
• For a minor, FSA requires the minor’ signature and one 
from an eligible parent. Note, by signing the applicable 
document, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and 
may be liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc 
• When signing on one’s behalf the signature must 
agree with the name typed or printed on the form, or be a 
variation that does not cause the name and signature to be 
in disagreement.  Example - John W. Smith is on the form.  
The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. 
Smith.  Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe 
Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc 
• FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms 
and other documents provided the acceptable program 
forms are approved for FAXED signatures.  Producers are 
responsible for the successful transmission and receipt of 
FAXED information.   
Examples of documents not approved for FAXED 
signatures include: 

o Promissory note 
o Assignment of payment 
o Joint payment authorization 
o NAP actual production history and approved yield 
record 

o Acknowledgement of commodity certificate 
purchase 

o Financing statement 
o UCC financing statement 

•    Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other 
for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an 
interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this 
authority has been provided to the county office 
•    Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an 
authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations, or other similar entities 
•    All members of a general partnership must sign for 
the general partnership unless an individual is authorized 
to act on the behalf of the general partnership and bind all 
members 
•    Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s 
individual interest in a partnership, unless notification 
denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county 
office 
•    Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, join 
ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts shall consist of 
an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, 
individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, 
capacity, and name of entity 
For additional clarification on proper signatures contact 
your local FSA office. 
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PAYMENT LIMITATION AND ELIGIBILITY 
 

New forms will be completed to comply with new payment 
eligibility provisions.  While completing the new form, 
producers will need to provide an estimated percentage for 
each source of the farming capital (non-borrowed capital, 
bank loan, FSA loan, FSA payments, etc.). 
 

Payment limitations are $40,000 for DCP direct payments, 
$65,000 for Counter-Cyclical and ACRE payments, 
$100,000 for NAP, $100,000 combined for SURE, LIP, 
LFP, and ELAP, $50,000 for CRP annual rental and one 
time payments, and unlimited for LDP’s and market gains. 
Payment limitation is now made by direct attribution 
whether interest is held as individuals or entities.  “Person” 
determinations and the 3 permitted entity rules no longer 
apply. 
 
All members of all entities, joint ventures, and partnerships 
must now be providing active personal labor and/or active 
personal management that can be documented and 
performed on a regular basis & critical to the operation. 
Some exceptions apply for spouses where the labor and 
management of one spouse may be credited to the other. 
 

Another change in eligibility is that program payments are 
limited by direct attribution of payment totals directly to 
individuals or indirectly to individuals through entities.  
 

A legal entity is defined as an entity created under Federal 
or State law that owns land or an agricultural commodity, 
product or livestock. Through direct attribution, payment 
limitation is based on the total payments received by the 
entity and also the individual, both directly and indirectly 
as an officer, partner or shareholder in an entity. Qualifying 
spouses are eligible to be considered separate persons for 
payment limitation purposes, rather than being 
automatically combined under one limitation.  
 

Also, individuals and entities must be "actively engaged in 
farming" with respect to a farming operation in order to be 
eligible for specified payments and benefits. To be 
"actively engaged in farming," the individual or entity must 
make significant contributions to the farming operation of: 
(1) capital, equipment, land, or a combination; and (2) 
personal labor or active personal management, or a 
combination.  For more information on how these 
provisions apply to your own situation, contact your local 
FSA office. 
 

USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) 2009 
Crop Year sales closing date for Multi-Peril Crop 

Insurance (MPCI) 
 

March 16, 2009 - Final date to obtain 2009 Adjusted Gross 
Revenue-Lite (AGR-Lite) insurance in Baker County. Final 
date to obtain or change all other spring seeded crop 
insurance coverage (excluding wheat in counties with fall 
and spring planted types). ALL OTHER Spring Seeded 
Crop insurance coverage (excluding wheat in counties with 
Fall and Spring planted types). RMA also reminds 
producers of the important link between Federal crop 
insurance and Farm Service Agency (FSA) Disaster 
Assistance programs for the 2009 crop year. To maintain 
eligibility for FSA’s disaster programs, producers must 
obtain a policy or plan of insurance of at least catastrophic 
(CAT) level coverage if available. For those crops that are 
non-insurable, coverage under the Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program must also be timely obtained. 
Producers are encouraged to visit with their local FSA 
office to ensure they are in compliance with the new 
linkage requirements. If there is no coverage in a county for 
a specific crop under the traditional MPCI program, 
producers may ask a crop insurance agent whether they 
would be eligible for coverage under a written agreement. 
Producers should contact a local MPCI agent to learn 
additional program details. A list of crop insurance agents 
is available at all USDA Service Centers throughout the 
U.S. or at the website address: 
http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/ 

 

 

LOANS AVAILABLE TO FARMERS 
 

Do you know that the Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes 
loans to farmers? 
• FSA has loans for the Purchase of Farm Real Estate 
• Farm Operating loans with 1-7 years repayment 
• Loans for Beginning Farmers to Purchase Real Estate 

and Operate 
• Loans for Socially Disadvantaged Persons 

(Minorities and Women) 
• Rural Youth Loans 
• Emergency Loans 
• Beginning Farmer/Socially Disadvantaged Down-

payment Loan to purchase Real Estate 
Terms and interest rates charged for FSA loans: 
• Farm Real Estate loans have a maximum term of 40 

years with a present fixed interest rate of 3.50% as of 
February 

• Farm Operating loans have a 1-7 year term with a 
present fixed interest rate of 2.00% as of February 

Do you need a loan? 
• If you live or farm in Baker County contact Nathan at 

(541) 523-7121 x107 
 

Applications for FSA Loans 
 

Farmers who intend to apply to FSA for loan assistance for 
the upcoming crop year are encouraged to file their 
applications as early as possible. Filing early will help 
ensure that your loan is processed and approved and funded 
as early as possible. Not applying early can result in a delay 
in processing loans due to limited funds and the volume of 
applications that must be processed in date order. Contact 
your local FSA Loan Approval Official for more details 
and assistance in applying. 

 

ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME RULES 
 

All producers receiving payments must certify to their 
3-year average of adjusted gross nonfarm income 
and adjusted gross farm income.  Below are new AGI 
limitations.  
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The three years used for this computation are the 3 
years prior to the signup year, less the previous year. 
For example, for 2009, we will be looking at the 3-
year average from 2005, 2006 & 2007. This will be an 
annual certification for 2009 through 2012 and the 3 
years will change each year.  During the next three 
years all producers will be asked to bring evidence to 
the office that will prove compliance with the Adjusted 
Gross Income rules as well as documentation of 
evidence of active personal labor and/or 
Management.  
 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, 
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public 
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication and 
Compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-
3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."  
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