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                       July Edition 
 

BAKER COUNTY COW CHIP 
 
ww.eauth.egov.usda.gov

COC Candidates Sought 
t will soon be county committee election time, and the Farm Service Agency (FSA) is 
ctively looking for producers to be a candidate for the local FSA county committee.  
our county committee members perform an important function. They represent you and 
our agricultural interests. They help shape how federal farm programs from Washington 
re implemented on the ground in local communities.                                                     
ho do you know that would make a good county committee member? Who do you 

now that would be able to represent you and your farming interests, as well as your 
eighbor’s interests?                                                                                                                           
hy not talk to that person and ask if he or she would be willing to serve on the county 

ommittee? If he or she says yes, then fill out a nomination form (FSA-669, included in 
his newsletter), have the person sign it and then return it to the county office.                                                  
f you can’t think of another producer to nominate or your prospective nominee turns you 
own, why not nominate yourself? Serving on the committee will take, on average, one 
ay a month, and you will be providing your agricultural community a vital service. 
ommittee members are reimbursed for travel expenses and are paid at the rate of a GS-
, step 1, currently $14.72 per hour.                                                                                     
lections will be held in December to choose a representative to serve on the County 
ommittee (COC).  This year’s election is for Local Administrative Area (LAA) #1 or 

he Baker City, Haines area (see map to right).  Nominations will be accepted through 
ugust 1, 2007                                                                                                                              
isit with the Farm Service Agency county office staff for more information about this 
ear’s county committee election or visit our website http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA and 
lick under news and events tab.    

Disaster Signup Approved 
 lack of moisture, over an extended period of time, has caused producers in Baker 
ounty to suffer from the effects of drought conditions. Farms and ranches experiencing 
rought conditions may be eligible for cost-share assistance under the Emergency 
onservation Program (ECP).  
 producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost shares not to exceed 75 
ercent of the cost of installing eligible temporary measures. Cost sharing for permanent 
easures is based on 50 percent of the total eligible cost. Approved practices and 
easures include: 
• Installing pipelines or other facilities for livestock water or existing irrigation 

systems for orchards and vineyards. 
• Constructing and deepening wells for livestock water 
• Developing springs or seeps for livestock water. 

roducers who have experienced drought conditions requiring outside assistance to 
rovide supplemental emergency livestock water may contact the local FSA County 
ffice. Requests for assistance will be accepted at FSA County Office from 

uly 9 to August 3.  Contact Trent @ 523-7121 to set up an appointment 

http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA


To be eligible for cost shares, practices shall not be started until a request has first been 
filed at the FSA County Office and an onsite inspection of the problem area has been 
made by COC or its representative. COC will review the inspection findings when 
considering the request for cost shares. 
 

DCP Signup ending 
The deadline for signing up for your DCP payment without penalty is August 3. If you 
haven’t signed your farm up yet contact Dyann @ 523-7121 

Acreage report deadline is Thursday August 15. 
 

Loss of Crops 
If you suffer crop losses due to damaging weather you need to report those losses to the 
FSA office within 15 days of the date the disaster event occurred or the loss is noticeable. 
This is a requirement for producers that have NAP coverage. All other producers are 
encouraged to report losses as they occur. These reports are important in the event a 
disaster program is implemented. 
 

New Disaster Programs 
As part of new legislation passed by Congress last month, a multi-program package to 
help farmers in Oregon who have suffered losses over the past three years will soon be 
available.                                                                                                                                        
Specific details are not yet available. As more information becomes available we will 
provide updates and information online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. We anticipate that sign up 
will occur later this fall.                                                                                                               
A few program specifics are:                                                                                                                            

Crop Disaster Program (CDP):  CDP provides benefits to crop producers who suffered 
losses from natural disasters.  Producers must have purchased crop insurance or coverage 
under the agency’s Non-insured Assistance Program in order to qualify. Eligible losses 
are those that exceeded 35 percent for quantity and/or exceed 25% for quality. The loss 
must have occurred in 2005, 2006 or 2007 (2007 crops must have been planted before 
Feb. 28, 2007).  The producer will choose one year for benefits.                                                               
Emergency Conservation Program: Nationwide, $16 million has been made available 
for the cleanup and restoration of farm and agricultural production lands.                                                          
Livestock Programs: Producers choose for each livestock program one of three years for 
which they would receive benefits.  
The Livestock Compensation Program provides benefits for producers in designated 
disaster counties for their added costs of procuring livestock feed in 2005, 2006 or 2007 
(up to Feb. 28, 2007). Eligible livestock under are: dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo, 
beefalo, equine, poultry, elk, reindeer, sheep, goats, swine, deer, and catfish.                                                   
The Livestock Indemnity Program makes payment available to producers that have 
incurred more than normal livestock losses between Jan.1, 2005 and Feb. 28, 2007, due 
to a disaster. A producer will select the losses in one year for benefits.                                              
Dairy Programs 
The Dairy Assistance Program compensates producers for reduced milk production due 
to a natural disaster in a declared disaster county. Nationwide, $16 million is available.                                   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


Milk Income Loss Contract Program: This program extends the MILC program for 
one additional month, through Sept. 30, 2007. 

Dates to Remember 
- July 4: Independence Day Office closed            
- Continuous: CREP sign-up  
- July 9: Start of ECP signup for assistance on emergency watering   
- Continuous: Farm Storage               
- August 3: Last day to enroll DCP contracts w/o $100 late fee Facility Loans 
- August 3: Deadline to signup for ECP assistance on emergency watering 
- August 15: Deadline for Acreage reporting 

 
“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public 
assistance programs.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 
(voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
 
Baker County FSA 
3990 Midway Dr. 
Baker City, OR  97814-1453 

OFFICE STAFF 
Trent Luschen, CED 
Nathan Wilson, FLO 
Dyann Brosnan, PT 
Joey Wirth, PT 
 

FSA COMMITTEE 
Perry Jacobs – Chairman  
Craig Ward– Vice Chairman       
Wells Wyatt – Member  
Anna Sullivan – Advisor 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 am-4:30 pm   
Monday-Friday 
PHONE: 523-7121 x 2 
FAX: 523-2184 
E-MAIL 
Trent.Luschen@or.usda.gov

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


