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FARM LOAN PROGRAM RULES STREAMLINED 
As of January 1, 2008, FSA’s Farm Loan Programs will be modernized in an effort to make 
it easier for farmers, ranchers and producers to apply for loans.  Over the past few years  
FSA has streamlined areas of its farm loan programs, such as the Guaranteed and  
Emergency Loan Programs, by revising loan making and servicing requirements  
and procedures to better serve applicants and borrowers.  
 
Direct Loans Programs streamlining includes: 

• Reducing, by more than 80 percent ,the number of pages in the Code of Federal 
Regulations necessary to administer Farm Loan Programs; 

• Modifying requirements to more closely conform to those used by other lenders; 
• Ensuring all forms are available on-line;  
• Reducing the number of forms required by nearly 50%; and 
• Making guidance more manageable by replacing nearly 40 instruction manuals with

 
Program rules and forms will officially change on Dec. 31, 2007 allowing employees time fo
on the new forms and rules.  Until then, FSA will follow current procedures. 
 
The streamlining rule can be viewed via the Federal Register at 
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/frcont07.html. 
 
More information about streamlining can be provided by local Farm Loan Program staff or o
http://www.fsa.usda.gov; click on "Farm Loan Programs" for more information. 
 

2007 FSA Payments  
During the last week of January, producers who received payments from FSA should receive a CCC-10
Kansas City office. These are the amounts that are reported to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). This
replace your responsibility to report your income to the IRS.  
 
If you receive a CCC-1099, please compare the amount(s) shown with your records. If you find that the
or if you have a question concerning an amount, please contact us. If you choose to visit the office, plea
with you so that we may more readily identify the questionable item(s). If there is an error, FSA will fu
you. 
 

AG CENSUS BEGINS IN DECEMBER 
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will begin distribution of the 2007 Cens
this month, thereby allowing America’s farmers and ranchers the opportunity to participate in
agriculture.   
 
Conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Census is a complete
farms and ranches and the people who operate them.  According to NASS, the Census of Agr
information that is not available elsewhere.  The last Ag Census was conducted in 2002. 
 
NASS will mail out Census forms on December 28, 2007 to collect data for the 2007 calenda
forms are due by February 4, 2008. Producers can return their forms by mail or, for the first t
convenient option of filling out the Census online via a secure web site at http://www.agcens
 
The Census looks at land use and ownership, operator characteristics, production practices, in
and other topics.  It provides the only source of uniform, comprehensive agricultural data for
nation.  
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Policy-makers use Census data for decisions concerning agricultural and rural programs. Community planners use 
Census information to target delivery of local services. Companies rely on Census data when determining where to 
locate their operations. And farmers themselves look at Census data when deciding to make changes in their 
production strategies. 
 

USDA WORKS TO PROTECT PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION (PII) 
USDA has formally launched a Department-wide campaign to make certain that producers’ "Personally 
Identifiable Information" or PII, is being protected. The PII generally refers to information which is 
maintained by a USDA agency about an individual, including USDA customers and USDA employees. 
Information may include details of financial transactions between a customer and the Department; such 
unique information as a Social Security number and a date or place of birth which could be used to trace 
an individual's identity; and other personal information, including medical or criminal history, which is 
linkable to a particular individual.  
 
As part of USDA’s official policy on social security numbers, USDA will collect, use, maintain, and/or 
disseminate Social Security numbers only when required by statute or when specifically authorized to do 
so. USDA agencies will not use the number as an identity number. Agencies must mask or encrypt Social 
Security numbers so that they cannot be viewed on computer screens, reports, or other products.  
Agencies will not use Social Security numbers to access customer records.   
 

COC Election Results for LAA #1 
Katherine Rohner was elected to the Baker County FSA Committee in the recent Committee election. She 
will begin her 3-year term on January 1, 2008 and will represent the agricultural producers from the 
Baker/Haines area.  Craig Ward was elected 1st alternate and Eugene Hawes was elected 2nd alternate.  
 
The County Office staff would like to thank all agricultural producers who participated in this election.  
 
 
“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public 
assistance programs.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 
(voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue  
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer.” 


