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DCP signup for 2007 has been 
extended 
DCP contracts must be signed annually 
 
In Bates County we still have over 400 Farms 
that have not initiated signup for 2007. 
 
We have over 200 contracts started but lacking 
signatures for completion. 
 
This year in our offices we are required to dou-
ble check all forms we receive; therefore we 
may not have time to mail out personal letters 
to remind you to come in. 
 
Following the August 3, 2007, deadline, USDA 
will accept late applications and signatures 
through Sept. 30, 2007, with a $100 late fee 
due in advance per farm.   

COC Election Nominations 
From June 15 through Aug. 1, farmers and 
ranchers can nominate eligible peers as candi-
dates for election to the Bates County Farm 
Service Agency County Committee. 
This is an important time for Local Administra-
tive Area communities, because county com-
mittee members make decisions that have 
significant effects on you and the area’s agri-
cultural sector as a whole. 
 
For example, committee members make deci-
sions on applications for federal farm program 
and disaster payments. Committee members 
play a vital role by helping local farmers and 
ranchers manage tough financial times and 
natural disasters.  
  
To hold office as a county committee member, 
a person must meet basic eligibility require-
ments. Contact the county office staff or visit 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/electi
ons for details about candidate eligibility.  

Nomination forms can be obtained at the 
county office or online at the above address.  
Remember, the nomination period runs June 15 
through Aug. 1. Voting takes place in the fall. 
Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters by 
Nov. 2. Dec. 3 is the last day to return voted 
ballots to the county office. Newly elected 
committee members and alternates take office 
Jan.1, 2008. 
 
    Acreage Reporting  
 
    Final date to report wheat, oats, and 
     barley is June 30, 2007. 
 
      All other cropland receiving payments        
reported by July 31  
 
CRP must be report by an individual that 
has a interest in the crop or person with 
power of attorney for that person or entity. 
 
The timely filing of an acreage report for all 
crops and land uses, including failed acreage, 
can prevent loss of benefits for a number of 
programs, including Direct and Counter-
cyclical Payment Program, Conservation Re-
serve Program, Non-insured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program, as well as marketing 
assistance loans and loan deficiency payments. 
 
To be considered timely, acreage reports for: 

• prevented planted acreage must be 
filed no later than 15 calendar days 
after the final planting date for the 
applicable crop 

 
• failed acreage must be filed before 

the disposition of the crop.  The 
deadline to report failed wheat is 
June 30, 2007. 

 
FSA will accept crop certifications from farm 
operators, farm owners, persons authorized by 
power of attorney and tenants and sharecrop-
pers, for which they have a share. 
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Bank Account 
Changes? 

As of Jan. 1, 1999, all 
Farm Service Agency 
payments are        
supposed to be   
electronically trans-
ferred into your bank 
account. In order to 
make timely pay-
ments, you need to 
notify the office if you 
close your account or 
if another    financial 
institution purchases 
your bank. Payments 
can be   delayed if we 
are not aware of 
changes to your ac-
count and routing 
numbers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

Measurement Service 
Farmers who would like a guarantee on their 
crop plantings and land use acreages can make 
it official by using the FSA measurement ser-
vice. Producers must file a request with the 
county office staff and pay the cost of a field 
visit to have stake and referencing done on the 
farm. Incorrect acreage self-certification can 
result in reduced program payments, penalty, 
or loss of eligibility. 
 
Unauthorized Disposition of Loaned 
Grain 
 
If grain under loan has been disposed of 
through feeding, selling or any other form of 
disposal without prior written authorization 
from the county office staff, it is considered 
unauthorized disposition. The financial penal-
ties for unauthorized dispositions are severe 
and a producers name will be placed on a loan 
violation list for a two-year period. Always 
call the office before any loan grain is fed or 
sold. 
 
Record Changes 
 
If you have bought, sold or are renting different 
land, make sure you report the changes to the 
Farm Service Agency office as soon as possible 
after they occur. For farm ownership changes 
you will need to provide a recorded deed or re-
corded land contract. Failure to maintain accu-
rate records with FSA on all land you have an 
interest in can lead to possible program ineligi-
bility and fines if you are participating in our 
program. 
 
Farm Reconstitution 
 
A reconstitution (farm combination or 
division) may be requested by the 
farm owner or operator whenever a 
change is made in the operation of the 
land. To be effective for the current 
fiscal year, a reconstitution must be 
requested by August 1, 2007.  Partici-
pating farms can now be combined 
with non-participating farms.  Land in 
contiguous counties may be combined 
in one county if land is owned or oper-

ated by the same person. 

 Conservation Compliance 
All participants in USDA programs are re-
quired to have a conservation system in place 
on all the highly erodible land (HEL) that they 
operate. Several areas where problems can 
arise with complying with a conservation sys-
tem are; renting new cropland, purchasing 
new land, breaking out additional cropland, 
planting different crops such as soybeans, and 
changing or removing existing conservation 
practices. Be safe before doing any dirt 
work contact the local FSA office. 
 
It is very important that you contact the 
FSA office before doing any of the above.  
Also, it is very important that you contact 
our office before modifying - tiling, drain-
ing, dredging, filling, or leveling - any wet-
land or drainage ditch.  Failure to obtain 
advance approval for any of these situa-
tions can result in loss of all Federal pay-
ments and eligibility 
 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 
 
Low cost loans for storage facilities are avail-
able for producers to build or remodel farm 
storage facilities for a variety of commodities, 
including wheat, rice, soybeans and corn.  
The seven-year Farm Storage Facility Loans 
are available for the purchase and installation 
of eligible storage facilities, permanently af-
fixed drying or handling equipment, or remod-
eling existing facilities. Eligible facilities 
include new conventional-type cribs or bins.  
All Farm Storage Facility Loans are secured by 
a promissory note and security agreement. The 
maximum amount that may be borrowed is 85 
percent of the net cost of the storage or han-
dling equipment, up to $100,000 for each bor-
rower. A 15% down payment is also required. 
For details, contact the county office staff. 
 
 
    Signing for Entities 
 
To sign FSA forms for trusts, limited liability 
companies, cooperatives, partnerships or corpo-
rations, producers need a document on file at 
the county office saying you’re authorized to 
sign for the entity. It could be a copy of the ar-
ticles of partnership or articles of corporation or 
a valid power of attorney.  
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Direct Deposits 
The Farm Service 
Agency has set a 
goal to make all pay-
ments electronically 
using Direct Deposit. 
It has been deter-
mined that the 
chance of having a 
problem with a pay-
ment is 20 times 
greater with checks 
than with Direct     
Deposit. Another 
benefit is that Direct 
Deposit to your ac-
count can be made 
within 48 hours 
 
 
 
 
    CREP 
 
Like CRP, CREP contracts
require a 10- to 15-year 
commitment to keep 
lands out of agricultural 
production. CREP pro-
vides payments to par-
ticipants who offer 
eligible land. A federal 
annual rental rate, in-
cluding an FSA state 
committee-determined 
maintenance incentive 
payment, is offered, plus
cost-share of up to 50 
percent of the eligible 
costs to install the prac-
tice. Further, the pro-
gram generally offers a 
sign-up incentive for 
participants to install 
specific practices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

Beginning Farmers & Ranchers 
If you are a farmer or rancher who has been 
farming for less than 10 years, you may qualify 
for beginning farmer targeted loan funds with 
Farm Service Agency.  
 
 
The program is designed to assist these farmers
 
 
 by providing direct and guaranteed loans when 
they are unable to obtain financing from com-
mercial credit sources.  
 
If you believe this program could be of benefit 
to you, please contact the county office staff for 
more information. Our loan officials will wel-
come your interest. 

Youth Loan Projects 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural 
youths to establish and operate income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H 
clubs, FFA and other youth organizations. Pro-
jects must be planned and operated with the 
help of the organization advisor, produce suffi-
cient income to repay the loan and provide the 
youth with practical business and educational 
experience. The maximum loan amount is 
$5000. 
 
Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States 
(which includes Puerto Rico, the Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age  
• Live in the open country or in a town 

of less than 10,000 people  
• Be unable to get a loan from other 

sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing 

project in a supervised program of 
work as outlined above  

• Demonstrate capability of planning, 
managing and operating the project 
under guidance and assistance from a 
project advisor. The project supervisor 
must recommend the project and the 
loan, along with providing adequate 
supervision.  

 
Stop by the county office. We'll help prepare 
and process the application forms and answer 
any questions you may have about the program.  
Remember, FSA is an equal opportunity lender. 
  
 
 
CCC-633-EZ Reminder 
The Farm Service Agency currently uses the 
CCC-633-EZ form.  CCC-633 EZ, Page 1, is a 
one-size fits all form you can fill out to indicate 
your intention to receive loan deficiency pay-
ments for all your crops at the beginning of the 
crop year, long before you’ve lost beneficial in-
terest. 
 
CCC-633 EZ, Page 2, 3, or 4 is then used to 
submit a request for an LDP any time during 
the loan/LDP availability period before or after 
losing beneficial interest.    

Preventing Fraud & Waste 
The Farm Service Agency and Risk Manage-
ment Agency are partners in preventing fraud, 
waste and abuse in the Federal Crop Insurance 
Program. FSA has been, and will continue to, 
assist RMA and insurance providers by monitor-
ing crop conditions throughout the growing sea-
son. In addition, FSA will refer all suspected 
cases of fraud, waste and abuse to RMA.  Pro-
ducers can report suspected cases to FSA or 
RMA.  
 
Haying or Grazing CRP Acres 
 
Haying or grazing Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram acres may be permitted, but you need 
prior approval from the county committee, 
and you must have an approved plan. 
 
 Acres may be hayed or grazed once every three 
years, and a 25 percent payment reduction is as-
sessed for every approved acre hayed or grazed. 
Haying and grazing is not authorized under 
managed or emergency provisions during the 
primary nesting and brood-rearing season. 
 
Managed haying is allowed from July 16-
October 13. 
  
Grazing is allowed from July 16-November 12.  
 
Detailed information on is available from FSA 
county office staff. 
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Watch your dollars 

• signup timely 
• report all crops 
• 22% advance 

on DCP 
 
 
 

Avoid the July rush 
take care of business 
today!!  

   Dates to Remember 

June 30 Deadline for reporting: 
Wheat, barley, and oats 

June 30 Deadline for reporting failed 
crops including wheat 

July 4 Office closed for Independ-
ence Day 

July 31 
Deadline for reporting all 
crops including CRP without 
Penalty $$ 

August 3 DCP signup ends without 
 Penalty $$ 

On going CREP-CRP 
continues Farm Storage Facilities 
continues Bob White Buffers-CRP 

 
Visit our Web site: http://www.fsa.usda/** 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Selected Interest Rates for 
June 2007 

90-Day Treasury Bill 5% 
Farm Operating - Direct 5.125% 
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.375% 
Limited Resource 5% 
Farm Ownership - Direct Down 
Payment, Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher 

4% 

Emergency  3.750% 
Farm Storage Facility (Grain Bin) 4.625% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 4.875% 
Tobacco (TTPP) Discount Rate 10% 
 
 


