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Crop Insurance

Buying a crop insurance policy is one
valuable risk management option.
Producers should always carefully
consider how a policy will work in
conjunction with their other risk
management strategies to ensure the
best possible outcome each crop year.

Make sure your crop and pasture
acreage has sufficient 2008 insurance
coverage. Sign-ups are in full swing with
deadlines approaching quickly!

These programs (private insurance
policies and NAP) can soften financial
losses caused by natural disasters, but
only if you have applied for coverage
and paid the applicable fees by the
established deadlines.

Crop insurance policies are available
from private insurance agents. A list of
agents is available at this office or at
http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents

Producer Certification for
Insurance Companies

Private insurance agents are now
required to provide a signhed statement
from the insured individual specifying
the crop year and the related documents
the producer wants copied for the
insurance agency.

The insurance agent will then be
charged for these documents at the rate
of $0.20 per page/side for copies of the
FSA-578, Report of Acreage, and $1.00
per copy for map photo copies.

If the statement by the producer is not
provided and payment received, the
documents will not be released to the
insurance agent or representative.

Loss adjusters working loss claims and
related compliance activities shall use
form FSA-426 to request copies of

FSA-578s and corresponding maps at no
charge. Requests for information will
not be honored unless a crop claim of
loss has been filed by the insured
individual.

Non-Insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program

The Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) is a federally
funded program that provides financial
assistance to producers of non-insurable
crops when low yields, loss of
inventory, or prevented planting occurs
as a result of natural disasters. NAP
also provides coverage for crops for
which crop insurance is not available.

If your crop is not eligible for crop
insurance, then you can purchase NAP
coverage for your crops through the
Farm Service Agency (FSA). Itis $100
per crop, not to exceed $300 per
producer per county, or not to exceed
$900 for a multi-county producer.
December 1, 2007 is the final day
to sign up for 2008 NAP coverage.

Just like filing a claim, producers who
have a NAP contract on file with this
office need to file a Notice of Loss when
it becomes apparent that a covered crop
or pasture has been damaged by
drought, frost, insects, etc. This Notice
of Loss should be filed within 15 days of
when the damage is apparent — no
matter how significant the loss may
seem at the time.

Additionally, you will need to submit
production evidence to the FSA Office
for your crops, even if you did not have
a loss on your covered crops. This is
required to establish an APH (actual
production history) for each year. This is
used to calculate your production yield,
and consequently, will effect your NAP
payment now and in the future.



Make sure to file acreage reports
and keep track of harvested
production using acceptable
methods. For example, bale
weights or other means of
determining quantities of hay are
required.

Each crop insurance program has
the same producer obligations.
Producers must:

= Report acreage accurately,

= Meet policy deadlines,

= Pay premiums when due, and
= Report losses immediately.

The 2007 Census
of Agriculture

America’s farmers and ranchers
will soon have the opportunity to
make their voices heard and help
shape the future of agriculture for
years to come.

This opportunity will come to your
mailbox in the form of the 2007
Census of Agriculture.

Conducted every five years by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
the Census is a complete count of
the nation’s farms and ranches
and the people who operate
them. The census looks at land
use and ownership, operator
characteristics, production
practices, income and
expenditures and other topics. It
provides the only source of
uniform, comprehensive
agricultural data for every county
in the nation.

“The Census of Agriculture
provides information that is not
available anywhere else —
information that benefits
agricultural producers and their
communities in many ways,” said
Rick Kestle, Director of the Utah
Field Office of USDA’s National
Agricultural Statistics Service
(NASS).

“For instance, policy-makers
factor Census data into decisions
concerning agricultural and rural
programs. Community planners
use Census to target needed
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services to rural residents.
Companies rely on Census data
when determining where to locate
their operations. And farmers
themselves can use Census data
to help make critical decisions
about their businesses,” he
explained.

NASS will mail out Census forms
on December 28, 2007 to collect
data for the 2007 calendar year.
Completed forms are due by
February 4, 2008. Producers can
return their forms by mail or, for
the first time, they have the
convenient option of filling out
the Census online via a secure
web site.

“We’re committed to making this
Census the best count ever. It’s
about the future of agriculture
and rural communities in our
state,” Kestle said. “Regardless of
how large or small their operation
is or what kinds of products they
produce, Utah farmers and
ranchers will help themselves and
their communities by filing out
the Census of Agriculture and
returning it promptly,” he added.

“We want farmers and ranchers
to know: The Census of
Agriculture is their voice, their
future and their responsibility.”

For more information about the
2007 Census of Agriculture,
contact the NASS Utah Field
Office at 800-747-8522 or visit
www.agcensus.usda.gov.

Farm Loan Assistance

FSA makes and guarantees loans
to farmers and ranchers who are
temporarily unable to obtain
private commercial credit.

These may be beginning farmers
who can’t qualify for conventional
loans because of insufficient net
worth, or established farmers
who have a lack of cash flow to
meet bank standards.

These loans are tailored to a
producer’s needs and may be
used for the following purposes:

= Farm Ownership (FO) Loans:
used to buy, develop, or
expand a farm

= Down Payment (FO) Loans:
used to assist beginning
farmers and ranchers to
purchase a farm or ranch

= Participation Loans: used to
assist farmers or ranchers to
purchase a farm with the
assistance of a lender or the
seller

» Farm Operating Loans: used
for operating expenses, family
subsistence, machinery,
livestock, permits, and to
refinance debt

= Beginning Farmer Loans: used
to help farmers start an
operation

= Guaranteed Loans: local
lenders ask for assistance from
FSA to guarantee their loans for
farm ownership or farm
operating purposes

RURAL YOUTH LOANS

FSA makes operating loans to
individual rural youths age 10-20
to establish and operate income
producing projects. These
projects must be of modest size
and be initiated, developed, and
carried out by rural youth
participating in 4-H Clubs or
other similar organizations.

LOANS FOR SOCIALLY
DISADVANTAGED

FSA can make and guarantee
loans to socially disadvantaged
applicants to buy and operate
family size farms and ranches.
Funds specifically for these loans
are reserved each year.

A socially disadvantaged farmer
or rancher is one of a group
whose members have been
subjected to racial, ethnic, or
gender prejudice because of their
identity as members of the group
without regard to their individual
qualities.



DISASTER PROGRAMS

Livestock Compensation
Program (LCP)

Sign-up started September 10,
2007. The Livestock Compensa-
tion Program (LCP) provides
benefits to livestock producers
who suffered feed losses or in-
curred additional feed costs di-
rectly resulting from wildfires
occurring between July 1, 2006
and February 28, 2007.

To be eligible for LCP, producers
must have owned eligible live-
stock on the beginning date of
the applicable disaster period and
suffered an eligible feed loss from
produced or purchased forage.

Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP)

Sign-up started September 10,
2007. The Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP) provides benefits
to livestock producers for live-
stock deaths caused by wildfires
that occurred between July 1,
2006 and February 28, 2007.

To be eligible for LIP, a livestock
producer must have legally
owned the eligible livestock on
the date the livestock died.

Crop Disaster Program
(CDP)

Signup for the Crop Diaster Pro-
gram (CDP) started October 15,
2007. The CDP provides benefits
to farmers who suffered losses to
the 2005 — 2007 crops from natu-
ral disasters and related condi-
tions so long as the actual crop
lost was planted or prevented
from being planted before Febru-
ary 28, 2007. Producers who in-
curred qualifying losses in 2005,
2006 or 2007 must choose only
one year for which to receive
benefits.

Only producers who obtained
Crop insurance coverage or
coverage under the Nonin-
sured Crop Diaster Assistance
Program (NAP) for the year of
loss will be eligible for LCP
benefits.

A producer may be eligible for
CDP if the crop losses resulted
from any of the following: dam-
aging weather, such as drought,
excessive moisture, hail, freeze,
etc.

To receive CDP benefits for quan-
tity losses, the FSA county com-
mittee must determine that,
because of eligible damaging
weather, the producer was pre-
vented from planting a crop or
sustained a loss in excess of 35%
of the expected production of a
crop.

For more information on these
programs, contact the Beaver
County FSA Office.

Attention Producers:

Following are some of the annual
reminders of FSA policy:

Direct Deposit Account
The Debt Collection Act of 1996
mandates that payments from
FSA be directly deposited into a
producer’s checking or savings
bank account. It is important that
any change in the producer’s
account such as type of account,
bank mergers, routing number or
account numbers be provided to
the county office promptly to
avoid possible payment delay.

Delinquent Debtors Barred
Under the Debt Collection
Improvement Act of 1996 (DCIA),
producers owing a delinquent
non-tax debt to the federal
government are ineligible for
federal financial assistance,
including marketing assistance
loans and loan deficiency
payments. DCIA also bars this
person from receiving direct loans

(other than disaster) or loan
insurance or guarantee.

Reasonable Accommodations
Special accommodations will be
made upon request for individuals
with disabilities, vision or

hearing impairment. If
accommodations are required,
individuals should contact our
office.

Not-Actively Engaged
Determinations

Any producers determined to be
“Not Actively Engaged in
Farming” will be ineligible for
most all USDA payments. This
includes DCP, gains from
marketing loans and loan
deficiency payments, CRP
annual rental payments, disaster
assistance or emergency
payments, and any payment or
benefit requiring a determination
of “actively engaged in farming.”

Off-setting Payments
Made by FSA

The Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002 does
NOT exempt any program
payments from being credited
toward any FSA delinquent debt
owed by the producer.

Power of Attorney

If you're too busy getting work
done around the farm to come
into your local FSA office to
conduct business and complete
your paperwork, here's a
solution. Retain an agent to act
on your behalf for programs and
transactions authorized under the
2002 Farm Bill and most other
FSA administered programs. This
can be done by completing an
FSA-211, Power of Attorney. The
form is available at your local
USDA Service Center or

on-line at
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov.
Forms obtained and completed

outside USDA Service Center
offices must be notarized.
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County Committee
Elections

The Beaver County Committee
Election process is moving for-
ward. It is crucial that every
eligible producer take part in
this election because county
committees are a direct link
between the farm community
and USDA.

Agriculture producers in LAA 3
(Milford area) will be electing
their representative on the
county committee.

Eligible producers will receive Dates to Remember

their ballots in the mail
around November 2, 2007.

You have until December 3™
to return voted ballets to the
FSA office.

Please vote for only one can-

didate and don’t forget to sign
your name on the back of your
ballot.

Stand Up and _'
Be Counted p sy
/"/

Nominate
and VOTE ~

County Committee Elections

Report farm operating

Today
changes
Oct. 30 County Committee Meeting
County Committee election
Nov. 2 .
ballots mailed to voters
Office closed in observance
Nov. 12 ,
of Veteran’s Day
Nov. 22 Office closed in observance
) of Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 27 County Committee Meeting
Last day to sign-up for
Dec. 1 2008 NAP coverage
Dec. 3 Last day to return voted

county committee ballets

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave-
nue SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in Beaver County FSA meet-
ings/events/functions should contact Kathy Hendricks, CED, on 435-438-5088 Ext. 102 or at:
Kathy.hendricks@ut.usda.gov.




