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LIP AND LCP SIGNUP ANNOUNCED 
The deadline date for the 2005-2007 Livestock 
Compensation Program (LCP) and Livestock 
Indemnity Program (LIP) has been set for July 18, 
2008.  LIP provides payments to eligible livestock 
owners and contract growers who incurred the 
death of livestock because of a natural disaster.  
LCP provides payments to eligible livestock owners 
and cash lessees who suffered feed losses or 
increased feed costs because of a natural disaster. 
 
Signup began on September 10, 2007 for the two 
programs that provide aid to livestock producers 
who suffered eligible livestock or livestock feed 
losses between January 1, 2005 and December 30, 
2007 because of a natural disaster.  
 

CDP QUANTITY PAYMENTS 
Signup for the quantity (production loss) loss 
portion of the 2005/2007 Crop Disaster Program 
(CDP) began October 15, 2007 and continues.  
Although no ending signup date has been 
announced, we encourage all producers who have 
not yet signed up for CDP to do so as soon as 
possible.  Payments will be delayed on all CDP 
production loss applications that are not approved 
and paid prior to receipt of the Quality loss 
software, which is expected to be issued around 
June 20, 2008.  Signup dates for quality loss CDP 
applications will be announced in the near future.  
 

EQIP 2009 DEADLINE APPROACHING 
The final day to apply for the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) funding is approaching 
for 2009. If you are interested in implementing 
conservation practices on your land, please contact 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) in Dillon, MT before July 1, 2008.  
 

These programs offer a large variety of projects on 
grazing lands, dry cropland, irrigated land, forest, 
and multiple land uses in Beaverhead County. 
Some of these include: 

• Soil sampling to assist with nutrient 
application efficiency. 

• Fencing and livestock watering 
developments to facilitate grazing 
management plans. 

• Moisture monitoring sensors to track 
irrigation efficiency throughout the year.  

• Irrigation measures to improve water use 
efficiency.  

• Restoration, protection, and enhancement 
of wetlands and other wildlife habitat. 

 
If you have any questions or would like more 
information on EQIP, please visit the NRCS 
website at http://www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov or contact:               
NRCS Dillon Field Office 
420 Barrett St. Stop1 
Dillon, MT 59725 
(406) 683-3803 
 

2007 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 
It is not too late to turn in your Census of 
Agriculture.  USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) wants everyone who received a 
census form to return the form or call NASS toll free 
at 1-888-424-7828.  Even if you are a landlord or 
have a few chickens or a horse, NASS wants to 
account for your form.  Your information can be 
taken over the phone by calling the toll-free 
number.  For further information contact the 
Montana Ag Statistics Service at 1-800-835-2612. 
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FSA Announces Critical Feed Program 

COC ELECTION APPROACHING 
Beginning June 15, 2008, nominations are being accepted for candidates for County Committee 
(COC) positions.  A county or area served by the COC is divided into local administrative areas (LAA).  
Each LAA is represented by one member on the county committee.  Only one LAA holds an election 
each year.  This year the LAA open in Beaverhead County is LAA 3 currently represented by Donna 
Hildreth.
 

 



    FSA ANNOUNCES CRITICAL FEED PROGRAM 
 

FSA has announced the authorization of certain 
acreage enrolled under the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) to be available for haying and 
grazing after the primary nesting season ends 
which is August 1st in Montana.  No rental 
payment reduction will be assessed on contracts 
being utilized for the critical feed use.  However, a 
$75 fee will be charged per contract to process the 
contract modification.  The fee must be paid prior to 
the local FSA county committee approving the 
contract modification. The fee is not refundable.  
 
Beginning June 2, 2008, eligible CRP participants 
may sign up for the critical feed use practice at their 
local FSA office.  Participants must submit a 
modification to their conservation plan.  This 
modification for critical feed use is only for 2008.  
All haying and grazing must be completed no later 
than November 10, 2008.  The critical feed use 
practice may be used on CRP acreage that was 
hayed or grazed in 2007 either under the Managed 
Haying and Grazing provisions or the Emergency 
Haying or Grazing provisions. 
 
CRP participants may use their CRP acreage for 
haying or grazing or may lease the privilege to any 
other individual.  CRP participants may not hay and 
graze the same acreage.  CRP participants must 
leave at least 50 percent of each field unharvested.  
Only one cutting of hay is permitted.  CRP 
participants wishing to graze their CRP acreage 
must leave at least 25 percent of each field 
ungrazed for wildlife or graze all of the CRP 
acreage at no more than 75 percent of the stocking 
rate as determined by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) or a Technical 
Service Provider (TSP).   
 
Eligible acreage includes acreage devoted to:  1) 
CP1, Establishment of Permanent Introduced 
Grasses and Legumes; 2) CP2, Establishment of 
Permanent Native Grasses; 3) CP4B, Permanent 
Wildlife Habitat – Corridors; 4) CP4D, Permanent 
Wildlife Habitat; 5) CP10, Vegetative Cover – Grass 
– Already Established; 6) CP18B, Establishment of 
Permanent Vegetation to Reduce Salinity; 7) 
CP18C, Establishment of Permanent Salt Tolerant 
Vegetative Cover.  Acreage is eligible 12 months 
after the cover is fully established.   
 
 
 
 
 

FILING A NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM (NAP) NOTICE-OF-LOSS 

 
To qualify for assistance under NAP, production 
losses or prevented planting must have occurred as 
a result of an eligible cause of loss.  An eligible 
cause of loss is any of the following: 

 damaging weather, such as drought, freeze, 
hail, excessive moisture, or excessive wind; 
or 

 adverse natural occurrences, such as 
earthquake or flood; or 

 a condition related to damaging weather or 
an adverse natural occurrence, such as 
excessive heat, disease or insect 
infestation. 

 
Wildlife damage and weeds are not considered 
eligible causes of loss under NAP.   
 
A notice of loss must be provided within 15 
calendar days after the: 

 disaster occurrence or date damage to the 
specific crop acreage is apparent to the 
producer for yield losses; 

 final planting date for prevented planting. 
      
If a Notice-of-Loss is filed prior to the final planting 
date established for the specific crop, the producer 
is expected to replant the crop.  If the Notice-of-
Loss is filed after the established final planting date 
and the intent is to reseed to another crop intended 
for harvest, such as barley for grain, which is 
covered under crop insurance, a NAP payment 
cannot be received on the original failed crop.   
      
Montana is not a double cropping state.  If the 
intent is to destroy the crop, summer fallow it, or 
reseed to another crop not intended for harvest, 
representative strips must be left in the field so that 
a loss adjuster can be sent out closer to normal 
harvest time to appraise the original seeded crop.  
In this situation, the original seeded crop would still 
be eligible for a payment. 
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DIRECT TV TRANSITION 
On February 17, 2009 all full-power television stations in the United States will stop broadcasting in analog and 
switch to 100 percent digital broadcasting.  Digital broadcasting promises to provide a clearer picture and more 
programming options and will free up airwaves for use by emergency responders.  This will require all analog 
TV’s to be converted to digital.   
 
Congress has created the TV Converter Box Coupon Program for households wishing to keep using their 
analog TV sets after February 17, 2009.  The Program allows U.S. households to obtain up to two coupons, 
each worth $40 that can be applied toward the cost of eligible converter boxes.  A TV connected to cable, 
satellite or other pay TV service does not require a TV converter box from this program.  Please log on to the 
Montana FSA website at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mt and click on the website for the HDTV $40 coupon offer to 
apply for a coupon or learn more about the program.   
 
 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital 
status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance 

 
Inside this Issue…     Dates to Remember… 

 
LIP & LCP Deadline    June 15th   COC Nominations Open 
Critical Feed Loss Program   July 4th  Office Closed 
CDP Quantity Payments   July 15th Acreage Report Deadline 
COC Nomination Form    July 18th LCP/LIP Deadline 
Filing a NAP Notice-of-Loss   August 1st Reconstitution Deadline 
Direct TV Transition 

 



programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 


