
 
 
 

                BENTON COUNTY   October 2006 

Benton FSA Committee (COC)   
Jeff Freepons, Vice Chair Member 
David Roseberry, Member 
Larry Wilkerson, Chair Member 
Adolfo Alvarez, Committee Advisor 
Teresa Engbertson, Committee Advisor 
 

Next COC Meeting 
October 25, 2006 at 9:00 am 

Office Staff 
Bonnie Anderson, PT  Todd Meyer, PT 
Alison Burgett, PT  Teresa Johnson, PT 
Luis R. Garza Jr., CED 
E-mail - luis.garza@wa.usda.gov 
Office Hours & Address 415 Wine Country Rd. 
Monday – Friday  8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Phone (509) 786-2313 ext#2 Fax    (509) 786-1175 

 
2007 DCP Signup 

 

Signup for 2007 DCP began on October 2, 2006 
and continues to June 1, 2007.  Producers may 
elect to receive their direct payment in December 
or soon after.   In 2007, the advance payment 
option will be 22 percent of the DCP payment.  
Please contact the office to set up an 
appointment. 

CRP Payments 
Annual CRP payments have started to be issued 
and direct deposited to producers’ accounts.  
Unfortunately, in some cases participants have 
been assessed payment reductions due to failure 
to comply with the contractual requirements of 
weed control on CRP acreage.  Participants are 
reminded that CCC provides a minimum $5.00 
per acre with the annual rental payments for 
maintenance.  Failure to utilize this funding to 
adequately control weeds on CRP will result in 
payment reductions or contract termination by the 
County Committee. 
 

Change of Address or Ownership 
 

Please notify your local FSA office of all deaths, 
land ownership and address changes as soon as 
possible so your farm records can be updated 
timely. A copy of the applicable recorded deed 
should be provided to complete the land 
ownership changes. 

 
COC Elections 

 

County Committee FSA elections ballots will be 
mailed out November 3rd, for the Local 
Administrative Area #3, which is the Eastern part 
of the County.  The elected will start in January.  
The nominations are as follows: 
 

Carl Anderson   Larry Wilkerson  
 

I would like to thank these producers for their 
willingness to be part of the Committee system.  
To all of the voters, please take the time to return 
your ballot to your local FSA office. 

Accessibility 
 

Persons with disabilities who require 
accommodations to attend or participate in any 
meeting, event or function should contact the 
county office.  FSA is committed to making 
programs accessible to all customers. 
 

Faxed Signatures 
 

FSA will now accept faxed signatures without 
having any other authorization form on file.  
Previously, form FSA-237 (Facsimile 
Authorization and Verification) was required. 

 
Benton County Wheat Growers Meeting 

November 2, 2006 
 
The Wheat Growers will be hosting the Benton 
Conservation, Benton County FSA and Local 
NRCS November 2, 2006 at the Horse Heaven 
Community Center from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
at 37201 W. County Well Road; Prosser. Here is 
some of the information about the meeting; 
 
The Benton Conservation District is hosting a 
demonstration of the Weed Seeker Sprayer 
technology at 8:00am. Travis Hillman of Ag Teq 
Inc. and representatives from the McGregor 
Corporation will be speaking on the application of 
the technology to daily field use.  Afterwards a 
live demonstration of the sprayer will be shown.  
This is a 3 point Chemical Applicators Credits 
opportunity and the Wheat Growers will be 
holding their annual meeting after the 
demonstration.   
 
NRCS will talk in regards to the EQIP program 
which is a cost-share program that provides 
financial assistance for growers to implement 
conservation practices (around 9:30am to 10:00 
am) 
 
FSA, we will be talking about some of the CRP 
compliance reviews that are being conducted 
right now, which include producers with CRP 
contracts that expire from 2008 to 2010.  These 
reviews started awhile ago, but we have been 
getting some calls regarding CRP compliance re-
enrollment and/or extensions.  We will be talking 
about CRP extensions, re-enrollment, DCP base, 
CRP acreage termination, annual maintenance, 
nesting season, CRP burning and Standard 
Payment Reduction.  (Around 10:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m.) Please contact the office if you have 
any questions 
 

Primary Nesting Season 
 
Producers with CRP acreage are reminded that 
the primary nesting season for wildlife begins 
April 1st and ends June 1st.  Any activities taking 
place on CRP certified acres should be limited 
during this period.  Producers that need to 
conduct spot spraying for weeds or any other 
activity must have permission from the County 
FSA Committee before going out into the field.  
For producers who intend to apply for the 
managed haying/grazing provision of CRP there 
have been some changes, but please contact the 
offices if you have any questions. 



Benton County FSA Office Farm 
415 Wine Country Road  Service   
Prosser, WA 99350 Agency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Si a usted le gustaría mas información sobre alguno de nuestros programas favor de visitar o 
háblenos a nuestra oficina al 509-786-2313 extensión 2, o nos encontramos en el 415 de la Wine 
Country Road. 

Handicapped Accommodations 
Special accommodation will be made for physically handicapped, vision, or hearing-impaired persons upon 
request.  If accommodations is required please contact us at (509) 786-2313. 
“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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Dates to Remember 

 

Oct-June: DCP Sign up 
Oct. 25: COC Meeting 
Nov 2.  Information Meeting 
Dec 4:  Ballots are due 
Dec 29: Deadline for Extension and General 
  CRP Sign-Up (2008-2010) 
Web Sites 
www.fsa.usda.gov – FSA National 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa/  - WA State FSA 
http://www.usda.gov - USDA 

 

Non Insurance Assistance Program 
The application closing date to purchase 
coverage for the 2007 crop year planted crops 
under the Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) is the following 
 

All perennial grazing crops; perennial forage 
crops forage seed crops; mint, wheat - 
September 30, 2006 
All perennial crops not listed in the 9/30 (berries, 
fruit trees, grapes, asparagus; honey) - 
November 20, 2006 

 

To be eligible for NAP benefits, production loss 
must be attributed to adverse weather conditions.  
Losses must be reported to FSA within 15 days 
after the adverse weather event or when the loss 
becomes evident. 
Producers pay an application fee of $100 per crop 
with a $300 cap per county. The maximum for 
multiple crops in more than one county is $900.  
In return, you receive a payment if all eligibility 
requirements have been met and the crop suffers 
greater than a 50% production loss for weather 
related damages.  Contact the county office if you 
would like more information or are interested in 
applying for NAP coverage. 

 
New Deadline for EQIP 

 
NRCS will be taking applications for the 2007 
Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) 
from October 1 through close of business 
November 17.   The deadline of November 17 is a 
new deadline for EQIP.   In past years, signup 
began in the fall, with the deadline in early 
January.  With this new deadline, NRCS will have 
more time to work with growers to develop sound 
conservation plans, which will make for better 
contracts.  EQIP is a cost-share program that 
provides financial assistance for growers to 
implement conservation practices.  If you have 
interest in signing up, please contract your local 
NRCS office. 

 
Payment Limitation and Eligibility 

 
Producers participating in certain Farm Service 
Agency programs are subject to limitations on the 
total annual payments that can be received per 
“person.”  The maximum amounts a “person” can 
receive per year are:  Direct payments - $40,000; 
Counter-Cyclical payments - $65,000; LDP - 
$75,000; CRP and CREP rental payments -
$50,000; NAP - $100,000; and CDP - $80,000. 
 
The farm bill of 2002 created a new eligibility rule 
for some of the programs.  This is the Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI) rule which requires an 
individual or entity to certify whether their average 
adjusted gross income exceeds $2.5 million, and 
if it exceeds that amount, whether more than 75% 
of their AGI is derived from farming, ranching, or 
forestry operations.  Non-compliance to this 
eligibility rule will result in an ineligibility 
determination for benefits subject to the AGI 
rules.  Contact the local FSA office for more 
details. 


