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 Election Nomination
Deadline 

nty office staff is accepting nominations 
ates to serve on the Berkshire County 
ice Agency committee. The nomination 

ses Tuesday, Aug. 1 2006.  

ar’s elected representative to the 
e will serve the southern Berkshire 
ding the Egremonts, Great Barring-
erey, Sandisfield, New Marlborough, 
and Mt. Washington townships.   

s who serve on county committees help 
isions necessary to administer federal 
ams offered in their communities. 
mmittees make decisions on agricultural 
h as commodity price support loans and 

, conservation programs, disaster pay-
 employing county executive directors. 
articipate or cooperate in programs ad-
 by FSA and live in the local administra-
onducting an election, you may be 
 for candidacy for a committee.  
 obtain a complete list of eligibility re-

s by visiting the county office or online 
.usda.gov 
ions/facts/html/cocelig06htm. 
n nominate yourself or others as candi-

munity based organizations represent-
ties and women can nominate 
s. To become a nominee, eligible indi-
st sign nomination form FSA-669A. The 

des a statement that the nominee agrees
 elected. 
e following important dates in mind dur-

06 county committee election process: 

mination period ends August 1. 

 will be mailed to eligible voters by 
. The last day to return voted ballots to 
nty office is Dec. 4. 

 elected county committee members 
fice Jan.1, 2007. 
 CRP Cover Maintenance 
You are required to maintain your Conser-
vation Reserve Program acres according 
to the conservation plan you agreed to with 
the Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice technician. You need to make sure 
you: 
 
 Have adequate approved vegetative 

cover to control erosion for the contract 
period  

 Control weeds and other types of un-
desirable vegetation  

 Take control measures outside of the 
primary nesting season.  

  
Please keep in mind mowing for aesthetic 
purposes is prohibited. That is why it is im-
portant to review your conservation plan 
and talk to NRCS if you think undesirable 
plant species are invading your CRP land. 

FSA Farm Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes both di-
rect and guaranteed farm ownership and 
operating loans to family-size farmers and 
ranchers who cannot obtain commercial 
credit from a bank, Farm Credit System in-
stitution or other lender. FSA loans can be 
used to purchase land, livestock, equip-
ment, feed, seed and supplies. The loans 
can also be used to construct buildings or 
make farm improvements. 
  
If you're having trouble getting commercial 
credit, check with the county office staff 
about eligibility, as well as maximum loan 
amounts, rates, term and use of proceeds. 
  
If you have Internet access, visit 
http://www.fsa .usda.gov/dafl/default.htm 
to learn more about FSA loans or contact 
the loan office at (413) 585-1000 for more 
information.  Ask for Beverly Rice at ext. 
109. or Randy Kleiner at ext.107 
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Acreage  
Reporting  
Extended  

until  
August 1st 

The County Committee 
has extended the date-

line for filing an acreage 
report without a late-fee 

until August 1, 2006. 
 

Please remember that 
filing an accurate acre-
age report for all crops 

and land uses, including 
failed acreage and pre-

vented planting acreage, 
can prevent the loss of 
benefits for a variety of 

programs. 
 

Failed acreage must be 
reported within 15 days 
of the disaster event and 
before disposition of the 
crop. Prevented planting 

must be reported no 
later than 15 days after 
the final planting date. 

 
Acreage reports are re-
quired if you want to be 
eligible for Farm Ser-
vice Agency programs 
and to maintain an his-
torical record of your 
production with the 

FSA.   
 

If you are farming 
in Berkshire 

County and have 
never filed an 
acreage report, 
stop in to see us 
and we will be 

pleased to assist. 

    R
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Non-insured Disaster 

istance Program (NAP) 

sses must be reported to the 
ffice using form CCC-576 Notice 
s within 15 calendar days after 
aster occurrence or when dam-
 the specific crop acreage is ap-
 to the producer.  The Notice of 
S NOT considered filed until 
rm is completed, signed and 
by the producer, and returned 
 15 days to the FSA office. 
 of Loss forms can be obtained 
ing the FSA office. 

nted Planting:  

p cannot be planted due to ad-
weather conditions, the pro-
must file form CCC-576 Notice 
s “Prevented Planting” within 15 
ar days after the disaster oc-

ce and no later than 15 days af-
 final planting date for the crop.   
lanting dates and Notice of 
rms can be obtained by calling 

A office.  The Notice of Loss 
T considered filed until the 
s completed, signed and 
by the producer, and returned 
 15 days to the FSA office.

fied Crop Loss Adjuster or FSA 
taff will physically inspect the 
ted planted acreage.  To be eli-
or prevented planted bene-
producer must be prevented 
lanting more than 35% of the 
ligible acreage intended for 
g.   

f you are not a NAP participant, 
nt to know about weather related 
rs to your crops.  Reporting 

 is always a wise idea.  Call the 
at 413 443-1776 to report losses 
-NAP covered crops.  
 

ECORDKEEPING 

FOR 
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tial exists for Forage Quality 
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st that includes Acid Detergent 
) for corn silage, and for hay or 
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r with their calculations, the 

of crop and other important in-
 The Farm Service Agency can 
asurement service for you if 
small fee if you want your quan-
. 

 forage testing done, please 
r office to inform us of who your 
onsultant is.  They must be on 
d list as well as the lab where 

 is actually done. 

e the requirements for the past 
 Crop Disaster Program (CDP). 
ars, these requirements may 

ctly the same, however, begin-
ar I would strongly recommend 
ality testing that is done also 

d party certified quantity to go 
is is completed, you will have 
ance of benefiting from future 
er programs on hay, haylage, 
 silage. 

ikely that 2006 first cut 
e is not the best quality and the 
uld possibly be below normal 
ou have any questions, please 
te to call our office at 413 443-
00 



 
 

Berkshire 
County Operations 
Trainee Selected 

 
The Massachusetts State 
FSA State Committee 
(STC) is pleased to an-
nounce that Aimee Thayer 
has been offered and has 
accepted the County Op-
erations 
Trainee COT position ef-
fective July 23, 2006. 
 
The STC was  
extremely impressed and 
pleased with the applicants 
who put together impres-
sive packages and con-
ducted themselves 
exceptionally well during 
their respective inter-
views.  Berkshire 
County’s Operations 
Committee participated in 
the review, interview and 
selection process. 

 
Aimee, who has been em-
ployed in the Berkshire 
County Office since 2002, 
holds a B Sc. degree in 
Animal Science. She has 
practical experience in 
dairy goat husbandry, ma-
ple syrup production, 
swine, poultry and egg 
production.  Aimee is a 
Supervisor for the Berk-
shire Conservation District 
and a member of the 
Lanesborough Planning 
Board serving as the town 
delegate to the Berkshire 
Regional Planning Com-
mission where she partici-
pates on the Regional 
Issues Committee and is 
the citizen liaison to the 
Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D 
Council.  
 
Aimee thanks the State 
and County Committees 
for this opportunity and 
looks forward to serving 
and continuing to address 
the needs of the farmers of 
Berkshire County. 
 
Aimee also wishes to 
thank Deb Senger for her 
support and especially 
Sonny Williams for all his 
wisdom and counsel. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 Farm Reconstitutions 
 
In Farm Service Agency terms, farms are con-
stituted to group all tracts having the same 
owner and the same operator under one farm 
serial number. When changes in ownership or 
operation take place, a farm reconstitution is 
called for. The reconstitution — or recon — is 
the process of combining or dividing farms or 
tracts of land based on the farming operation. 
The following are the different methods used 
when doing a farm recon. Remember, to be ef-
fective for the current year, recons must be re-
quested by Aug. 1 for farms enrolled in the 
Direct and Counter-cyclical Program. 
 
 Estate Method — the division of bases, al-

lotments and quotas for a parent farm 
among heirs in settling an estate;  

 
 Designation of Landowner Method — may 

be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or 
ownership is transferred; (2) an entire farm 
is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm 
ownership is transferred to two or more 
persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or own-
ership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to 
two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership 
is transferred to two or more persons. This 
method cannot be used to divide allot-
ments or quotas, if the parent farm is lo-
cated in two or more counties and the 
allotments and quotas cannot be trans-
ferred from one county to another by sale, 
lease or owner. In order to use this method 
the land sold must have been owned for at 
least three years, or a waiver granted, and 
the buyer and seller must sign a Memo-
randum of Understanding;  

 
 Default Method -— the division of bases for

a parent farm with each tract maintaining 
the bases attributed to the tract level when 
the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 
 DCP Cropland Method — the division of 

bases in the same proportion that the DCP 
cropland for each resulting tract relates to 
the DCP cropland on the parent tract;  

 
The final date to request a 2005 reconstitution 
is Aug. 1, 2005. If 2005 DCP direct payments 
have already been issued on the farm, the re-
constitution will be effective for 2006, unless 
the payments are refunded. 
 
 
 

 

 Agents Need Signed Statement 
 
Private crop insurance company represen-
tatives will now be required to produce a 
signed statement from you, the producer, 
when requesting map photocopies and 
acreage reports (FSA-578) from the Farm 
Service Agency. The statement must 
specify the crop year and the related docu-
ments that you want reproduced for the in-
surance agent.   
 
Insurance agents will be required to pay 
$1.00 per map photocopy and $ .20 per 
printed page for acreage documents. 
County offices are not responsible for mail-
ing copies to private crop insurance com-
pany representatives. Loss adjusters can 
request photocopies of maps and printed 
documents by submitting forms FSA-426 
or FSA-426-A. 

Beneficial Interest Policy Changes 

The policy on beneficial interest is undergoing 
some revision. A recent notice by the national 
office highlighted these changes.  
 
Open Storage Producers who deliver to a 
Commodity Credit Corporation-approved ware-
house, and the commodity is placed in open 
storage for a term of 15 calendar days or more,
will lose beneficial interest in the commodity on 
the 16th calendar day of the physical delivery 
unless an approved warehouse receipt can be 
provided to the producer. 
 
Unapproved Facilities Producers who deliver 
commodities to a facility where the commodity 
is commingled with commodities from other 
producers are ineligible for a marketing assis-
tance loan or loan deficiency payment, if the 
facility is not authorized by state or federal law 
to store such commodities for the benefit of 
producers. Therefore, delivery of commodities 
to a location that is not considered a CCC-
approved or state or federally licensed facility 
will result in the loss of beneficial interest in the 
commodity on the date of physical delivery.  
 
Deliveries of a commodity to entities such as a 
dairy, feedlot, pit, ethanol plant, wool pool, feed
mill, or any other unapproved storage facility, 
will result in the loss of beneficial interest on 
the date of delivery, regardless of any other ac-
tion or agreement between such an entity and 
the producer. 
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Massachusetts 
 Department of Ag 

offers 
Agricultural 

Environmental 
Enhancement 

Program (AEEP) 
 

The purpose of AEEP is to 
provide support to agricul-
tural operations in Massa-
chusetts for the mitigation 
and/ or prevention of im-

pacts on natural re-
sources, including water 
and air that may result 

from agricultural practices. 
Farmers selected to par-

ticipate are reimbursed for 
the approved costs of ma-
terials used to install best 
management practices 

which improve water qual-
ity, conserve water or re-

duce greenhouse gas 
emissions up to $25,000. 

 
 The application for Fiscal 
Year 2007 is now avail-

able.   For information con-
tact Gerard Kennedy at 

617-626-1773 or 
gerard.kennedy@state.ma.us. 

  Dates to Remember 
DATES to RememDa

August 1 Final certification date for all 
crops except small grains. 

August 1 Deadline to submit COC 
nomination forms 

August 1 Deadline for Acreage Report-
ing 

August 1 Final date to request farm re-
constitution for current fiscal 
year. 

September 1 Deadline for purchasing 2007 
NAP coverage on Christmas 
Trees, Field grown and 
Greenhouse Floriculture. 

September 30 Final date for 2006 DCP con-
tract revisions. 

November 20 Deadline for purchasing 2007 
NAP coverage for hay, Fruit 
Trees, Perennial Crops such 
as blueberries and strawber-
ries. 

December 1 Deadline for purchasing 2007 
NAP coverage for Honey and 

Maple Syrup. 
 
Visit our Web site: http://www.fsa.usda
 
CRP info: www.fsa.usda.gov/crp20/index.asp

 

 Seed and Hybrid Seed Contract Producers. 
Commodities produced under a contract in 
which the title to the seed remains with the en-
tity and the entity provides the seed to the pro-
ducer, including contracts for the production of 
hybrid seed and other specialty seeds, are eli-
gible to be pledged as collateral for a MAL 
and/or LDP. Beneficial interest in the commod-
ity will be considered lost the earlier of the date 
a payment is received for the commodity or the 
commodity is delivered to the contract com-
pany. 
 
Purchased Commodity. A person who pur-
chases or otherwise acquires a commodity 
from a producer under any circumstances does 
not have beneficial interest in the commodity 
regardless if the purchase or acquisition is 
made before or after the harvest of the com-
modity. However, CCC will consider a person 
to have beneficial interest in the commodity if, 
before harvest, the person has obtained title to 
the growing commodity and the risk of produc-
ing the commodity at the same time title was 
obtained for the land on which the commodity 
was growing. 
               www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/cepd/crp.htm
 
Loan info:  www.fsa.usda.gov/dafl/default.htm
 4 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because 
all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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