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Branch County News 
     
Branch County FSA 
387 N Willowbrook, Ste. F 
Coldwater, MI 49036 
517-278-2725 (phone) 
517-278-5176 (fax) 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
Curt Albright 
Neil Carpenter 
Kevin Miller 
Jill Bucklin 
 
Staff 
Kelly Gruner, PT 
Joyce Hook, PT 
Linda Snyder, PT 
Connie Wilkinson, PT 
Ernie Davenport, FA 
Marlene Marshall, CED 

Dates To Remember 
 
March 15 
NAP Application Closing Date 
for Spring Crops 
 
March 27 
e-Gov Training 
 
March 31 
Final date to Request Loans & 
LDP’s for 2006 Wheat, Oats, 
Barley, and Honey 
 
May 28 
Memorial Day – Office Closed 
 
May 31 
Final Date to Request Loans 
& LDP’s for 2006 Corn, Soy-
beans, and Grain Sorghum 
 
June 1 
2007 DCP Deadline to Enroll 
without Paying a $100 Late 
Fee  
 
July 2 
Final Day to Report Fall-
seeded Small Grains and 
July 16 Deadline to Report 
Other Crops and CRP 

 

    June 1st DCP Sign-UP 
 Deadline 

 
The deadline to sign up for the 2007 Direct 
and Counter-Cyclical program (DCP) is 
June 1st.  A farm can be enrolled in DCP
after the June 1 deadline, but before Sep-
tember 30, 2007, however, there will be a
$100 per farm late filing fee. 
 
Sign up now before the good weather hits 
and you’re out in the fields. 

CALL FOR AN 
APPOINTMENT TODAY 

 
2007 Crop Reporting 

 
Producers are required to report all of their
cropland, including the field planting date, in 
order to qualify for several program benefits. 
These benefits include: 
 

 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Pro-
gram (DCP) payments 

 
 Commodity Loans and Loan Defi-

ciency Payments (LDP) 
 

 Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) Annual Rental Payments 

 
 Noninsured Crop Disaster Assis-

tance Program (NAP) Payments 
 
The acreage reporting deadlines are July 2
for fall-seeded crops (including wheat) and 
July 16 for all other crops and CRP. 
 
Prevented planted reports must be submit-
ted no later than 15 days after the final
planting date for NAP crops and by the final
reporting date for non-NAP crops.  The final 
planting dates for Branch County are June 5 
for corn and June 15 for soybeans.              
 
Acreage reports for failed acreage must be
filed before the crop is destroyed and must
be approved by the County Committee. 

  Correction – Soybean LDP’s 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Soybean LDP rates listed 
in the January newsletter were incorrect.  If 
you sold your soybeans directly from the 
field to the elevator on any of the following 
dates, you may be eligible for a LDP. 
 

September 1 through the 21, 2006 
September 25 through the 28, 2006 

October 3 or 4, 2006 
 
May 31, 2007, will be the deadline to apply 
for any soybean Loan Deficiency Payment 
(LDP). 
 

County Committee Advisor 
 
A special THANK YOU goes out to Bobbi 
Snyder for 9 years of service and commit-
ment to the producers of Branch County. 
 
Jill Bucklin has been appointed by the 
Michigan State FSA Committee to be the 
new COC Advisor.  We want to welcome Jill 
to the committee and look forward to work-
ing with her. 
 

Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) 

 
NAP provides financial assistance to eligible 
producers affected by natural disasters.  Eligible 
crops include commercial crops and other agri-
cultural commodities produced for food (including 
livestock feed) or fiber for which the catastrophic 
level of crop insurance is not available. 
 
NAP covers losses greater than 50 percent of 
your expected production at 55 percent of the 
average market price. 
 
How to Apply:  To be eligible for 2007 crops, 
you have to file form CCC-471 with the FSA 
office and pay the applicable service fee by the 
closing date.  The closing date for spring crops is 
March 15. 
 
Contact the FSA office for further information on 
the NAP program. 
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Farm Storage Facility Loans 

 
FSA offers storage facility loans for producers to build or remodel farm storage facilities for a variety of commodities, 
including wheat, soybeans, and corn.  The interest rate for March, 2007, is 4.75%. 
 

The seven-year Farm Storage Facility Loans are available for the purchase and installation of 
eligible storage facilities, permanently affixed drying or handling equipment, or remodeling 
existing facilities.  Eligible facilities include bunkers, new conventional-type cribs or bins and new 
and remanufactured oxygen-limiting and other upright silo-type structures. 
 
All farm storage facility loans are secured by a promissory note and security agreement.  For 
loans exceeding $50,000 or where a borrower’s aggregate outstanding loan balance exceeds 
$50,000, a lien on real estate will be required.  The maximum amount that may be borrowed is 85 
percent of the net cost of the storage or handling equipment, up to $100,000 for each borrower.  
A minimum down payment of 15 percent is required.   

 
Producers must annually obtain multi peril crop insurance for all insurable facility loan commodities of economic signifi-
cance for the entire term of the loan.  For further details, contact the county office. 
 

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 
 
Producers will be ineligible for any commodity, conservation, or price support program benefits if their AGI exceeds 
$2.5 million, unless 75% or more of the AGI is from farming, ranching, or forestry.  AGI is based on the average of the 
three tax years prior to the year benefits are requested.  AGI is required from individuals, entities, and members of an 
entity.  This information is NOT subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.  AGI helps FSA ensure that 
payments are made to actual agricultural producers. 
 

Farm Record Changes 
 
Report any farming operation changes so that we can keep your records current.  Failure to notify FSA of changes in 
your farming operation may adversely impact your eligibility for USDA benefits.  You should also be aware of Highly 
Erodible Land Conservation, Wetland Conservation, Payment Eligibility, and Payment Limitation provisions, which 
impact your eligibility for Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) payments as well as other USDA program bene-
fits. 
 
Changes to your farming operation may include, but are not limited to, a change in the structure of your farming opera-
tion, the addition or removal of farms that you operate, changes in your rental agreement, ownership changes, or 
changes from agricultural to non-agricultural land uses. 
 

If you have any farms requiring reconstitutions, be sure to request this prior to DCP 
sign-up.  This one step will save a substantial amount of time. 

 
Foreign Landowners Reporting Requirement 

 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to re-
port their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture.  The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.  
Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to 
FSA within 90 days of the closing.  Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25% of the 
fair market value of the property.  County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate 
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. 
 

Branch County Conservation District Annual Meeting 
 
The 59th Annual Branch County Conservation District Meeting will be held on Thursday, March 29th from 6:00 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m.  Feature speaker will share evidence of “Cougars in Michigan”. 
 

RSVP at (517) 278-8008, ext. 5 
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Fruit & Vegetable Restrictions on DCP Contract Acres 
Planting fruits or vegetables (FAV's) on Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) Contract acres are restricted 
and non-compliance could be very costly.   
 
FAV's cannot be harvested on contract acres if the farm or producer does not have a history of growing FAV's. 
Producer history is based on plantings during 1991-1995 or 1998-2001. Producer history is crop specific.  
 
If an FAV history exists, then the DCP payment will be reduced for each acre of contract acreage planted to 
FAV's. If there is any question whether planting FAV's will cause a problem, contact your local FSA office as 
soon as possible to avoid any penalties. 
 
 
eGov Customer Registration Process 
Did you know you can verify what payments you’ve received from FSA (referred to as the “Customer State-
ment”), sign up for DCP and request LDP payments from your home computer?     
 
1. The first step is to obtain your “Level 2 Authorization” by accessing your website of interest: 

• USDA Customer Statement      http://customerstatement.usda.gov 
• Electronic LDP Signup   http://www.fsa.usda.gov/egov/eldp_default.htm 
• Electronic DCP Signup   http://www.fsa.usda.gov/egov/edcp_default.htm  

2. Create an online user profile and apply for Level 2 access 
3. Respond to the verification email within 7 days of receipt.  
4. Visit the County Office in person and provide photo identification to the Local Registration 

Authority in order to receive Level 2 Activation. 
5. You will have access to Level 2 applications within one hour after your profile has been activated.  
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USDA Nondiscrimination Statement - The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public 
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communica-
tion of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington, DC, 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 
Special accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, visually impaired or hearing impaired upon request.  If 
accommodation is required, contact Marlene Marshall, County Executive Director, at (517) 278-2725 ext. 2. 


