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OUNTY COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS IN PROGRESS -  Nominations for County Committee 
lections began June 15, 2007.  Enclosed you will find a Nomination petition form.  Please 
ominate an eligible candidate and return to the FSA Office by August 1, 2007. 

ocal Administrative Area (LAA) 3, Caldwell County, is up for election which covers the townships 
f Globe, Wilson Creek, Johns River, Mulberry, Patterson, Yadkin Valley, and parts of Kings 
reek, Lower Creek, and Lenoir. 

ohn Cassavaugh has been serving this area on the County Committee, but has reached his term
imit and must depart from the committee for at least one term.  So nominate an eligible candidate 
hat is willing to attend the monthly meetings and share their farming experience and knowledge. 

ommittee members are a critical component of the operations of FSA.  They help deliver FSA 
arm programs at the local level.  Farmers and ranchers who serve on committees help with the 
ecisions necessary to administer the programs their counties offer.  They work to make FSA 
gricultural programs serve the needs of local producers. 

ISASTER DECLARATION - Secretarial Disaster declared in the state of North Carolina due to 
bnormally low temperatures and freezing in early April.  Due to this, Burke, McDowell and 
aldwell county producers are eligible for Emergency (EM) Low interest Loans now through 
anuary 2008. Please contact this office for more information. 

IRECT AND COUNTER CYCLICAL PAYMENT PROGRAM (DCP)-  – DCP sign-up has been 
xtended through August 3, 2007.  All farms must be re-enrolled in order to receive 2007 
rogram payments.   Producers signing DCP contracts agree to:   

• comply with Highly Erodible Land and Wetland provisions on all their land 
• devote acreage equal to the base acreage to an agricultural or conserving use 
• control noxious weeds and maintain base acres according to sound agricultural practices
• not plant perennial Fruits and Vegetables (FAV’s) or harvest annual FAV’s or wild rice on 

base acres 

HEN A NATURAL DISASTER STRIKES – When a crop or planting is affected by a natural 
isaster please notify our office immediately.  Natural disasters caused by excessive rains, 
looding, tornadoes, hurricanes, freezing temperatures, hail or drought can cause extensive 
amage to agricultural resources.  Proper reporting of such events is essential for the activation 
f certain USDA emergency programs. 

articipants in the Noninsured Crop Disaster Program (NAP), must visit the FSA office and 
omplete Part B, (the notice of loss portion) of the application on form CCC-576.  This must be 
ompleted within 15 calendar days of the: 

• natural disaster occurrence 
• final planting date if your planting was prevented by a natural disaster 
• date damage to the crop or loss of production becomes apparent to you 
• file acreage report on all cropland on the farm 
• notify FSA when there is a transfer of or change of interest of a producer 

HANGES – Producers are reminded if they have bought or sold agricultural land or changed 
ank accounts to please inform our office.  These changes must be updated in order to maintain 
ligibility and so payments will be deposited to your bank account timely. 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
TILIZING GIS -  The Farm Service Agency currently employs a Geographic Information System (GIS), a computer based tool for 
apturing, storing, mapping and analyzing geographic farm data.  FSA uses GIS to replace the old manual system of hard copy 
aps and aerial photographs. This digital technology is faster and more accurate than the old way, and saves taxpayers money 
ver the long term.  The software can automatically calculate the size of each field and is connected to a database that contains 
ropping history for each particular field.  GIS gives us the tools to provide quicker, more accurate information to producers. 

HAT IS CONTINUOUS CRP?  The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program allows participants to voluntarily enroll acreage 
n conservation practices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and soil quality and provide wildlife habitat and food sources. 
 
ligible landowners enter into 10- to 15-year contracts in return for receiving annual rental and perhaps maintenance, incentive and 
ost share payments.  To be eligible, participants and acreage must meet certain requirements. If eligibility requirements are met, the 
arm Service Agency will automatically accept enrollments of acreage into Continuous CRP. Landowners may enroll in the program 
t any time during the year.   

ONSERVATION COMPLIANCE - Federal regulations discourage the production of crops on highly erodible cropland unless the 
and is protected from erosion by an approved conservation system. Status reviews are conducted to ensure producers follow a 
onservation plan on highly erodible land.  In addition to the highly erodible land, a person may not plant an agricultural 
ommodity on wetland converted after Dec. 23, 1985, or convert a wetland to make agricultural production possible after Nov. 28, 
990. Failure to comply with these provisions will cause a person to be ineligible for USDA benefits. County Committees may 
eview noncompliance situations for good faith and provide relief in approved cases. 
 
SA SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS - Proper signatures on Farm Service Agency contracts, applications and forms must be 
ubmitted before the document will be considered as filed. All entities, including revocable and irrevocable trusts, corporations, 
artnerships, estates, etc., must provide evidence of signature authority stipulating those individuals who are authorized to 
epresent the entity. FSA cannot accept signatures without such documentation on file. Examples of acceptable evidence include 
rust agreements, corporate charters or resolutions, partnership agreements and court orders of appointment. Spouses can sign 
or one another on most program documents unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the 
ounty office staff.  Form FSA-211 may be filed to delegate signature authority for FSA program purposes to another individual. 

EMINDERS – The FSA office will be closed Wednesday, July 4, 2007 to observe Independence Day. 

Please visit our office to sign your DCP contract and update your eligibility forms.   
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