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Service Center 

U.S. Department 
Of 

Agriculture 
rm Service Agency 

 Chuck Yeager Way, D 
ville, CA 95965-9215 
ce (530) 534-0112 
 (530) 533-4936 

://www.fsa.usda.gov
urs  
nday – Friday 
 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

unty Committee 
ua Sheppard – Chair 
 Bertagna – Vice Chair 
gory Stephens 
manjit S. Gosal –Advisor 
unty Director 
ert L. Maurer 
ff 
y Orndorff 
n Bertapelle 
ifer Pooler  

esa Blackson 
 Quigley 
 State Appraiser 
id Widlund 
m Loan Manager 
eBauche - Acting 

PORTANT DATES
O REMEMBER 

C Meetings 
ond Thursday of each 
th at 1:00 PM 

bject to change) 
P Deadline 
. 30, 2007 Last day to 
 DCP Contracts 
quired $100 late fee) 
iday Closures 
ober 8 - Columbus Day 
ember 12 – Veterans 
  
ember 22 –Thanksgiving 
ember 25 - Christmas 
of 
                                      NEW COUNTY EXECTUIVE 
DIRECTOR (CED) 

 
e Butte County Farm Service Agency’s 
unty Committee has recently filled the 
cant CED position.  Robert Maurer was 
ected and comes from the Owyhee 
unty FSA in Idaho.  Mr. Maurer has 19 
ars of FSA experience.  Through the 
ars he has worked as a Program 
chnician, State Office Specialist and 
st recently a CED. 

. Maurer grew up near Caldwell, Idaho 
Canyon County on a fresh fruit orchard.  
hile attending high school and college, 
 worked on a neighboring 800 acre row 
p farm.  He graduated from the 
iversity of Idaho at Moscow in 1986, 
eiving a Bachelor of Science degree in 
nt Science. 

. Maurer brings with him his wife and 
 children.  They have relocated to 
oville and are actively searching for their
w home.  Mr. Maurer is looking toward 
 future and plans to finish out his FSA 
eer at the Oroville Service Center 
vicing Butte County producers. 

e Butte County FSA staff is pleased to 
ve Mr. Maurer as their new Director, and 
y are enthusiastically looking forward to 
rking with him. 

 

WE ARE TAKING 
APPOINTMENTS FOR 

THE LIVESTOCK 
ISASTER PROGRAMS  

 
u need to call to set up an 
pointment with us if you feel you 
e eligible. 
te:  You will need to bring:  deeds and 
 notices, lease agreements, feed 
rchase agreements, plus a voided or copy 
a check to set up direct deposit. 
2007 COMMODITY LOANS 

 California Secretary of State has 
bled their online lien searching 
ware through the end of the year.  This 
ns our office will be changing how we 
e 2007 commodity loans.  At this point 
process for obtaining a Marketing 

istance/Price Support loan is below: 

all to request a lien search and verify 
 a valid CCC-10 is on file.  Make sure 
required forms are on file.  Leave a 
tact phone number. 
ien searches are done by mail this year 
 require 2 to 3 weeks to process.  We 
 notify you when your search is 
pleted. 
hen you are notified, obtain any lien 

vers required and we will set up an 
ointment to process a loan. 
t your appointment please bring all lien 
vers, information or warehouse receipts 
 you. 

 
OP DISASTER PROGRAM (CDP) 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 

 up starts October 15, 2007 and will 
ly last several months. We will begin 
ng appointments after training 
ober 29. CDP provides benefits to 
ers who suffered quantity and quality 

es from natural disasters and related 
ditions that occurred in 2005 and 2006 
 for 2007 crops if the crop was planted 
re Feb. 28, 2007 

y producers who obtained crop 
rance coverage or coverage under the 
insured Crop Disaster Assistance 

gram (NAP) for the year of loss will be 
ible for CDP benefits.  

ducers must have suffered quantity 
es in excess of 35 percent to be eligible 
CDP. The payment rate is set at 42 
ent of the established price.  

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


CDP Program (Continued) 
 
The payment quantity for quality losses will be equal to the 
lesser of: (1) the actual production of the crop affected by a 
quality loss; or (2) the quantity of expected production of 
the crop affected by a quality loss. The quality loss must be 
at least 25 percent of the value that all affected production 
of the crop would have had if the crop had not suffered a 
quality loss. Assistance, together with any crop insurance or 
NAP payment received for the same crop and including the 
value of the crop production not lost, must not exceed 95 
percent of the total value of the crop absent the disaster. 
  
Farmers may receive a maximum of $80,000 in CDP 
benefits. Producers eligible for CDP can also receive 
benefits under LIP, which is described in this fact sheet. 

 
Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) 

  
LCP compensates livestock producers for feed losses 
resulting from natural disasters occurring between Jan.1, 
2005, and Feb. 28, 2007. 
 
Producers in primary or contiguous counties declared 
secretarial disaster areas or counties declared presidential 
disaster areas between Jan. 1, 2005, and Feb. 28, 2007, are 
eligible. Producers incurring a loss in more than one of the 
2005, 2006 or 2007 calendar years must choose only one 
year for which they want to receive benefits.  
  
The following are among the types of livestock operations 
that will be eligible for LCP: dairy cattle, beef cattle, 
buffalo, beefalo, equine, poultry, elk, reindeer, sheep, goats, 
swine or deer. 
  
The payment rate for each livestock category will be 61 
percent of the national payment rate (which is yet to be 
determined). USDA will publish these rates in the LCP fact 
sheet. Producers will not be penalized if they reduced the 
average number of livestock they owned for grazing during 
the production year for which assistance is being provided. 
Producers may receive a maximum of $80,000 in LCP 
benefits. 
 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
  
LIP compensates livestock producers for livestock losses 
between Jan. 1, 2005, and Feb. 28, 2007, that resulted from 
natural disasters. 
  
Producers in primary or contiguous counties declared 
secretarial disaster areas or counties declared presidential 
disaster areas between Jan.1, 2005, and Feb. 28, 2007, are 
eligible. Producers incurring eligible livestock losses in 
more than one of the 2005, 2006 or 2007 calendar years 
must choose only one year for which they want to receive 
benefits. 

The following are among the eligible livestock under 
LIP: dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo, beefalo, catfish, 
crawfish, equine, sheep, goats, swine, poultry or deer. 
 
  

The payment rate will be 26 percent or above the 
market value of the livestock on the day before the date 
of death, as determined by the U.S. secretary of 
agriculture. These rates will be available in local FSA 
Service Centers during the sign-up period. Producers 
may receive a maximum of $80,000 in LIP benefits. 

 
COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 

 
It is County Committee election time and this issue of 
the Butte County newsletter is your guide to the 2007 
election.  
 
Since this only happens once a year, here is an election 
refresher. For election purposes, Butte County is 
divided into three local administrative areas, or LAAs. 
Each LAA contributes one producer to serve a three 
year term on the Farm Service Agency County 
Committee. 
 
Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace the 
committee member whose three-year term is expiring. 
In counties with three LAAs, one seat is up for election. 
 
The three steps in the election process are the call for 
nominations, the election and installing the new 
committee member. 
 
Butte County Opening 
LAA 2 – LAA 2 is bordered on the North by the Butte 
County Line, East to the Butte County line, West to the 
Sacramento River, and South to Highway 32, Heagan 
Lane, and Ord Ferry Road. 
 
The following producers have been nominated:  Roy 
Roney, John Nock, Phaedra La Rocca Morril, Mike 
Nichols 
 
Election Timetable  
June 15, 2007 Nomination period begins. 
Aug.  1, 2007 Deadline to submit nomination forms. 
Nov.  2, 2007 Ballots are mailed to eligible voters. 
Dec.  3, 2007 Deadline to return completed ballots to 

FSA County Office.  
Jan.  1, 2008   New committee members and alternates 
                       are installed. 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Election (Continued) 
 

The county committee election is held by mail. Ballots will 
be mailed to eligible voters beginning November 2, and 
must be returned to the FSA county office by the close of 
business on December 3, or postmarked no later than 
midnight on December 3, 2007 to be eligible. 

 
DCP SIGN UP DEADLINE IS 9/30/07 

 
There is still time for producers to file a DCP contract.  
They can pay $100 late fee per farm and get all contract 
signatures by September 30, 2007. 
 

LATE FILED ACRERAGE REPORTING 
 
Acreage reports are required if you want to be eligible for 
Farm Service Agency programs. Acreage reports are to be 
certified by April 15th for fall seeded crops and July 15th 
for spring seeded crops. 
 
NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program) crops 
need to be reported by the deadlines noted above or at the 
time a Notice of Loss is filed.  Notice of Loss forms are 
required to be filed within 15 days of realizing the 
damaging weather caused the loss. 
 
Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the 
disaster event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented 
planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the 
final planting date. 
 
You can still file a Late Filed report if the crop or evidence 
of the crop can be verified in the field, and if a late fee of a 
minimum of $46 is paid. 

 
2008 NEW FARM BILL? 

 
 Many of you have asked what changes the new farm 
bill will bring.  At this time, the County Office does 
not have any definite information about the new farm 
bill. 
 
2007 FARM COMPLIANCE SPOT CHECKS 
 
FSA is committed to delivering accurate program payments 
to America’s agricultural producers. The accuracy of 
payments not only benefits farmers and ranchers, but also 
maximizes taxpayer dollars and government efficiency. 
 
As part of the 2007 National Compliance Review, FSA’s 
national office is requiring local FSA county offices to 
conduct compliance reviews and spot checks of certain 
producers selected by the national office through a 
statistical sampling method. A statistical sample of FSA 

employees, County Committee (COC) and State 
Committee (STC) members have also been selected for 
review using this same process. 
 
FSA may review a producer’s operations in multiple 
states and counties, depending on the scope of the 
producer’s operations. FSA will review both the 
accuracy of the representations made by the selected 
producers in connection with participation in FSA 
programs as well as the producer’s compliance with 
applicable program requirements. The reviews may 
need to be conducted at various times throughout the 
year depending on the FSA programs in which the 
producer is participating. FSA appreciates the 
cooperation of its customers as the agency continues to 
enhance its operations. 
 
FSA’s goal is to ensure that program dollars are 
delivered effectively and efficiently so America’s 
farmers and ranchers can provide safe and abundant 
food, fiber and fuel for consumers at home and abroad. 
 

PAYMENT LIMITATION 
 

USDA payments and benefits are subject to producer 
eligibility and limitation provisions as defined by law. 
It is the producer’s responsibility to report changes in 
the farming operation which may affect payment 
eligibility and payment limitation.  Failure to do so can 
result in ineligibility for payments for all years affected. 
 
As of the current farm bill, the following payment 
limitations apply to DCP for each contract year through 
both direct and counter-cyclical payments. For all 
covered commodities: $40,000 for direct payments and 
$65,000 for counter-cyclical payments.  The 
Environmental Quality Incentive Program has a 
$450,000 payment limitation total for fiscal years 2002 
– 2007. The Conservation Reserve Programs annual 
limit is $50,000 per person.  Marketing loan gains 
payment limit is $75,000 per person. 
 

REMOVING CCC LOAN COLLATERAL 
 
Producers are reminded, if you have grain under 
Commodity Credit Corporation loan it cannot be 
removed or disposed of without prior county office 
staff authorization or repayment. The county office 
staff may issue release authorizations based on a 
telephone or in person request when you are ready to 
move the grain. A loan violation is subject to monetary 
and administrative penalties, such as repaying the loan 
at principal plus interest, liquidated damages, calling 
the loan and denial of future farm-stored loans and loan 
deficiency payments.  All commodity loans are subject 
to spot check. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Butte County FSA Office 
150 Chuck Yeager Way Suite D 
Oroville, CA 95965-9215 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEADLINES – DEADLINES – DEADLINES 
 
Sept. 30th  – Last day to file for a DCP Contract.   Dec. 15th -NAP Deadline for most tree/perennial fruits 
Oct. 1st – First date to initiate Recons for 2008 programs       Most Tree Crops      
 Nov. 2nd – Ballots are to be mailed to all eligible producers         Dec. 3rd – Last day to return completed ballots. 
                   for the COC elections.    Jan. 1st – Last day to apply for Nap 2009 citrus coverage 
Dec. 1st - NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance   Apr. 30th – Spring seeded crop report deadline 
    Program) Honey      Jul. 15th – Fall seeded crop report deadline 
     
Remember to review and update all farm operating plans.  Remember to let us know if you bank account changes. 
DCP final payments will be issued in October, 2007. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family 
status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center 
at (202) 720-2600(voice and TDD)  To file a complaint of discrimination, write:USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, Room 326 W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SE,  Washington, DC. 20250-9410 
Telephone (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD)   USDA is an equal employment provider and employer 
 


