
 1

 

    
 November  2006                                                                                     Issue 3 

 

Clinton County FSA News 

     
Clinton County 
USDA Service 
Center 
 
Clinton County FSA 
2343 N US-27 
St Johns, MI  48879 
989-224-3720  (phone) 
989-224-1033  (fax)  
 
Hours 
  Monday - Friday 
  8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
Website 
   www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
County Committee 
   Ronald Arens 
   Doug Eldridge 
   Jim Voisinet 
    
County Committee  
Advisor 
 
   Doreen Schneider 
 
Office Staff 
 
  Jan Eckelbarger   
  Valerie Gillespie 
  Amanda Sanderlin 
  Karen Schaefer 
   
Field Reporter 
 
   Mark Walsh 
 
County Executive 
Director 
 
   Anita M Perkins 
 
Farm Loan Manager 
 
Tim Neuhardt 
 
County Committee 
Meetings  
 
3rd Wednesday of each 
month.   
 
 

    Direct and Counter-Cyclical      
Program (DCP) for 2007. 
 
• Sign-up each year between Oct. 1 and June 

1. A late fee of $100 will apply for farms 
enrolled between June 2, 2007 and 
September 28, 2007. 

 
• Base acres must be planted to an annual 

crop, be in hay, or idle grasses. Fruits & 
vegetables (FAV) can not be planted on 
base acres unless the farm or producer has 
FAV history. In cases where FAVs can be 
planted, producer will receive an acre-for-
acre reduction in their program payment.  

 
• Payments can only be earned by the person 

who has the risk in the crop. 
 
• Annual crop certification of all cropland on 

the farm is required. 
 
• Lease agreements will be needed if your 

payment is requested prior to June 30.  
Please have your 2007 leases with you 
when you sign up. 

 
• HEL and Wetland provisions apply 

 
Record review prior to sign-up: 
 
Farm Changes – report any changes in 
landownership, tenants or crop share 
arrangements. This also includes land 
development. 

 
Reconstitutions – changes that require farm 
combination or separations should be reported 
as soon as possible. 
 
Eligibility Forms - all basic eligibility forms will 
be reviewed for accuracy at the time of sign-up.  
These forms affect your ability to earn program 
payments.  Partnerships / LLCs / Corp. will 
need to provide SSN and address on all mem-
bers holding greater than a 10% interest if we 
do not already have that information on file. 
 
Please allow extra time at sign-up to  
review/update your eligibility forms.  

  2007 DCP Program Payment 
 
The payments have changed for 2007.  
 
Direct Payment is a guaranteed payment. 
Payment is calculated using the farm base & 
yield. Payment rates are: corn .28, wheat .52, 
barley .24, oats .02, and soybeans .44 
(payment = base x 85% x yield x share x 
payment rate) 
 
   22%   of the direct payment is available 
starting Dec1 and the final 78% of the 
payment will be issued in October 2007. 
 
Counter-cyclical payment is a payment that 
is based on a 12-month marketing cycle in 
comparison to the target price. This is not a 
guaranteed payment. An advance payment 
may be requested. However, at the end of the 
marketing cycle any unearned payment will 
have to be refunded. 
 
Advance – 40% of the projected payment will 
be issued 6 months after harvest. 
 
Final payment will be issued 12 months after 
harvest. 
 
 

COC Committee Elections 
   
This years County Committee Election will be 
held in voting area 2. Ballots have been 
mailed to owners and operators in Bengal, 
Dallas, Lebanon, Riley, and Westphalia Town-
ships so they can elect a representative to the 
Clinton County FSA Committee. 
 
The candidates for this three-year position are:
 
 Ronald Arens, of Fowler  
 James Farley, of Fowler 
 Doreen Schneider, of Pewamo 
   
Ballots must be signed and returned (or post-
marked) by December 4, 2006. The County 
Committee will be counting the ballots on De-
cember 11, 2006 at 9:30 am 
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Dates to Remember 
 
Nov 23   Office Closed 
               Thanksgiving 
 
Dec 04    Last day to turn 
               in Election Ballot 
 
Dec 11    Election Ballots   
                will be counted 
 
Dec 25   Office Closed 
              for the observance 
              of Christmas  
 
Jan 01    Office Closed       
               for the obser-

vance of New 
Years  

 
 
          
 

 
 
 

   

 
 

2007 Prevented Planted Wheat 
 
Due to the wet fall and the delayed soybean 
harvest… we have received reports of     
producers not being able to get wheat 
planted.  
 
We will still accept preventive planting     
reports from producers that were prevented 
from planting 2007wheat due to the wet fall.
 
You will need to provide proof that you had 
intentions of planting wheat   ( i.e. seed   
receipts, seed purchase arrangements, seed 
treating receipts) 
 
Newly Adopted Westphalia  
Residents 
 
On November 11 – Westphalia adopted 
country residents from neighboring towns.  
We can update your address with a quick 
phone call.   We would like to thank all of 
you who have already contacted us. 
 

Delay In Issuing MILC Payments 
 
October 1, 2006 started the beginning of the 
2007 program year for the MILC program.  
Due to a software problem, the system could 
not distinguish between the 2006 and 2007 
program. Therefore all payments were put on 
hold. This was followed by some changes in 
administering the program. 
  
Payments can once again be processed. All 
2006 MILC payments that were not processed 
prior to October 1st will be issued shortly. 
 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, dis-
ability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, 
or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 
(800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 
Special Accommodations  
Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment.  If accommodations 
are required, please call Anita Perkins at 989-224-3720 ext 106.
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