
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
For "get out the vote" radio spots for 2009 County Committee elections  

featuring FSA Administrator Doug Caruso 
to be recorded at USDA's Broadcast Center on June 1, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. 

 
(Audio of Q and A to be used for radio spot and audio release) 
 
Q1.  What are County Committees? 
A1. 
•  A County Committee is composed of three to eleven elected members from local 

administrative areas, each serving a 3-year term.   
 
• Members are local agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable 

administration of FSA farm programs in their countries.  They are accountable to the 
Secretary of Agriculture. 

 
• Members apply their judgment, experience and knowledge when making local 

decisions that help deliver many FSA programs and services such as: 
o Producer appeals 
o Commodity price support  
o Conservation programs 
o Employing county executive directors 
o Disaster programs 

 
• Close to 7,750 County Committee members serve in the 2,242 offices nationwide.   
 
 
Q2.  Who can be nominated as a candidate and what are the eligibility requirements 
to serve on the County Committee? 
A2.   
• Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in an FSA program may be 

nominated for candidacy for the County Committee.  Individuals may nominate 
themselves or others as a candidate.  Additionally, organizations representing 
minority and women farmers or ranchers may nominate candidates. 

 
• To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign nomination form FSA-669A.  

The form includes a statement that the nominee agrees to serve if elected.  This form 
is available at USDA Service Centers and online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections 

 
• The nomination period begins on June 15, 2009.  All nomination forms for the 2009 

election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by the 
close of business on Aug. 3, 2009. 

 
 
 



 
Q3.  Why is it important to vote in the County Committee elections? 
A3.   
• The County Committee system enables producers to make important decisions on 

how federal farm programs are administered locally to best serve their needs. 
 
• It is crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elections, as FSA county 

committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. 

 
• Voting in the elections is a service to the community, since we need to hear from 

those people with local expertise on issues such as crops, weather conditions and 
yields.   

 
Q4.  What is the voting process? 
A4.   
• One-third of County Committee seats are up for election each year. 
 
• Ballots are sent to eligible voters by November 6, 2009. 

o Eligible voters who do not receive ballots can request ballots from their local 
USDA Service Center. 

 
• December 7, 2009, is the last day for voters to submit ballots in person to local USDA 

Service Centers or have ballots returned by mail postmarked. 
 
• Newly elected committee members and alternates take office on Jan. 1, 2010.  
 
Q5.  Who can vote? 
A5. 
• Producers who participate or cooperate in any FSA program, and are of legal voting 

age, can vote.  
 
• Producers who supervise and conduct all farming operations on a farm, but are not of 

legal voting age, can vote.  
 
• We strongly encourage all eligible producers, from large and small farms, to make a 

difference in their communities this year by voting in their local FSA County 
Committee election. 

 
Q6.  What trends are we seeing with the process? 
A6.   
• The latest reports indicate an increase in women and minorities as well as beginning 

farmers and ranchers participating in County Committee elections, and we want that 
to continue to grow. 

o USDA issued uniform guidelines for county committee elections to help 
ensure that FSA County Committees fairly represent the agricultural 



producers of a county or multi-county jurisdiction, especially minority and 
women producers.  

o It is important for County Committee elections to reflect America's diversity. 
 
• I encourage all eligible farmers and ranchers, especially women and minorities, to get 

involved and vote in this year's elections.  
 
 
Q7.  How can those that may be interested obtain additional information? 
A7.   
• Additional information and resources on County Committees, like information on 

eligibility requirements, nomination forms, fact sheets and the new 2009 brochures 
can be found on the FSA Web site at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections 

 
• You can also visit your local USDA Service Center. 


