
producers that get in a tight 
spot or have to meet regula-
tions. When times are good 
farmers don’t need help, but 
when they are not so good 
that’s when it helps to have the 
programs available,” explained 
Calvert.   

 He recommended that 
producers be aware of who 
their county committee repre-
sentatives are and to keep in-
formed about the programs.  
“If producers see something 
that applies to them, they 
should call the local (USDA) 
office and see if it fits the 
need,” Calvert said. 

 

 Wahkiakum County pro-
ducer Gordon Calvert under-
stands the value of Farm Ser-
vice Agency county commit-
tees. He watched his dad serve 
in the position a generation 
ago. Now, agricultural produc-
ers in the four Southwest 
Washington counties are bene-
fitting from the experience and 
understanding this second-
generation committee member 
brings to the Lower Columbia 
Area Committee. 

 Calvert, who raises re-
placement heifers, is serving 
his fifth year on the committee 
which represents farmers and 
ranchers in Clark, Skamania, 
Cowlitz and Wahkiakum coun-
ties.  

 “The committee monitors 
the implementation of pro-
grams FSA offers,” said Cal-
vert. He explained how com-
mittee members have followed 
up with individuals who have 
participated in the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) 
and Conservation Reserve En-
hancement Program (CREP) 
and had difficulty establishing 
the vegetative cover required 

by the conserva-
tion programs. 
“We see what we 
can do to help 
them,” he said. 

 The former 
dairy farmer also 
complimented a 
previous county 
committee.  The 
committee was 
involved with a 
program to help 
provide covered 
storage areas for dairy manure. 
The covered storage kept the 
manure from getting into 
ditches and waterways. This 
helped dairy farmers and the 
community by keeping water 
cleaner. 

 Calvert said FSA county 
committees help keep farmers 
in contact with USDA and the 
programs available. “Most 
farmers in the county know 
who their representative is. 
When I’m at local producer 
meetings, I share information 
about the programs,” he said. 

 “Farming is a risky busi-
ness. There are a lot of govern-
ment programs out there for 

FSA committee cr ucia l  to  federal  program success  

National Programs— 
Local Leadership 
Lower Columbia (Clark, Cowlitz, Skamania and Wahkiakum 
counties, WA) 

“Most farmers in the 
county know who their 
representative is.  When 
I’m at local producer 
meetings, I share 
information about the 
programs.” -  

Gordon Calvert, Lower 
Columbia Area 
Committee Member.  

Gordon Calvert, FSA Area Committee Member—
Lower Columbia (Clark, Cowlitz, Skamania and Wahkiakum 

counties)  
 Photo courtesy of Taylor Murray 

 

USDA Farm Service Agency—Washington 

For more information 
contact:  

Chris Bieker 

509-323-3014 

Chris.bieker@wa.usda.gov 

FSA election website 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce�
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