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June/July 2008 

 
 
OFFICE STAFF      
                              
Bret A. Harris, CED  
Dawn Weekly, PT 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday  
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
Loan Staff Available 
Call for an appointment! 
(541) 673-6071, ext. 2 
Jim Jutson, FLM  
Dana Mahlberg, PT 
 
COUNTY FSA 
COMMITTEE 
Chairperson: 
Sharon Waterman -LAA- 1 
Vice Chairman: 
Eric Wiley – LAA-2 
Member: 
Rick McKenzie – LAA-3 
 

Coos/Curry FSA 
Phone:  (541) 396-4323 
           Ext. 21 
Fax:      (541) 396-5106 
Email:  
bret.harris@or.usda.gov  
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ounty Committee Elections 

“FSA Counts on You” 

or election purposes, counties are divided into 
l administrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA 
cts one producer to serve a three-year term on 

arm Service Agency county committee.  This 
s election is for a person to represent LAA 1, 
h includes the northern and western part of 

s County, including the areas of Coos Bay, 
th Bend, Lakeside, and Bandon. 

inations 
andidate nominations for the FSA county 
mittee election will be accepted through 
. 1, 2008.  
roducers who are residents in the LAA holding 
lection and who participate or cooperate in an 
 program and are of legal voting age may be 
inated to serve on the county committee.  
viduals may nominate themselves or others as 
idates.  Organizations representing socially 

dvantaged minorities and women farmers or 
hers may also nominate candidates. 
he nomination form, FSA-669A, is available at 
county office or may be downloaded from 
://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsr
&subject=landing&topic=cce.   
o be valid, the nomination form must be signed 
the person being nominated, indicating 

ement to serve if elected.   The completed 
ination form must be returned to the 
ty office by the close of business on Aug. 1, 

ostmarked by midnight Aug. 1, 2008.  

didate Eligibility 
asic eligibility criteria include: 
• Must participate or cooperate in a 

program administered by FSA, and; 
• Be eligible to vote in a committee election 
• Reside in the LAA in which the person is 

a candidate; 
• Not have been; 

Removed from any public office or 
convicted of fraud, larceny, embezzlement 
or any felony; or Dishonorably discharged 
from any branch of the armed services. 
 

 we 
arran
 
 

2005-2007 Disaster Program 
Sign-up Continues! 

 
ivestock Compensation Prg. (LCP); 
rovides benefits for producers in designated 
ster counties for their added costs of 
uring livestock feed in 2005, 2006 or 2007. 

ible livestock include: dairy cattle, beef cattle, 
ne, sheep, and goats.  Call for sign-up info. 
CP Sign-up Ends July 18, 2008. 

rop Disaster Program (CDP); 
SA continues to accept applications and make 
ents for quantity losses under the Crop 

ster Program (CDP), for losses that occurred 
re the end of the 2007 calendar year.  No 
ng date has yet been announced for CDP. 
ater this summer FSA will begin making 

ents for quality losses under CDP. 

re information is available online at: 
.fsa.usda.gov

CREP Continues for 2008 

armers and landowners in the Coos & Curry 
nties are encouraged to take advantage of the 
servation Reserve Enhancement Program 
EP). CREP will reimburse farmers for 
lling cropland or pastureland adjacent to 
ms, ponds and rivers from agricultural 
uction. Program participants will receive 
ual rental payments, cost-share assistance, 
 other financial incentives for a period of 10-
ears for installing and maintaining riparian 
er strips, grassed waterways and shallow water 
s for wildlife. 

Special Accommodations 

easonable accommodations will be made, upon 
est, for individuals with disabilities, vision 
irment, or hearing impairment to attend or 
cipate in meetings or events sponsored by the 
 Service Agency. If you require special 

mmodations to attend or participate in one of 
events, please call the FSA county office and 
will be happy to make any needed 
gements.  
1

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/or/cooscurry.html
mailto:bret.harris@or.usda.gov
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce
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 SA Direct Loan Limits Increase 

h enactment of the new Farm Bill on May 22, 
8, the maximum direct loan amount that FSA is 
orized to make under its Operating Loan (OL) 
ram and Farm Ownership (FO) program has 
 increased from $200,000 to $300,000.  This is 

come news for FSA farm loan customers, and 
s the Agency’s loan programs keep pace with 
g operating costs and the cost of farm and 
h land.   
lthough direct Farm Ownership loan funds are 
ewhat limited until the beginning of the new 
al year on October 1, 2008, direct Operating 
n funds remain available. If you have any 
stions about these expanded direct loan limits 
he availability of loan funds be sure to contact 
county office.    

Down Payment Loan Program 
 Expanded 

A’s direct down payment Loan Program for 
inning farmers received a significant expansion 
e new Farm Bill.  In addition being available 
elp qualified beginning farmers and ranchers 
hase farmland, this unique FSA loan program 
w available to help women and minority farm-

and ranchers as well.  The maximum FSA loan 
ible under the program has been increased to 

5,000, and the previous purchase price limita-
 has been removed.   
he interest rate under this expanded direct loan 
ram can now be as low as 1.5 %, and the loan 
have a term of up to 20 years. The loan can be 
red with a second mortgage, behind the first 
tgage of another lender willing to help in fi-
cing the purchase of the property, with or with-
an FSA loan guarantee.  The minimum cash 
n payment required of the loan applicant under 

 expanded loan program is 5% of the purchase 
e.  For more information on this expanded loan 
ram, please call the FSA county office and we 

 be happy to assist.  

Selected Interest Rates 
for July 2008 

rm Operating - Direct 3.625 % 
rm Ownership - Direct 5.000 % 
rm Ownership - Direct Down 
ment 

ginning Farmer or Rancher 
1.500 % 

ergency  3.750 % 
ower of Attorney 

o find it difficult to visit the county 
ally because of work schedules, 

th, etc., FSA has a power of attorney 
le that enables you to designate 
n to conduct your business at the 
 are interested, please contact our 
Farm Service Agency office near you 
rmation. If you want a crop loan, a 
rney form will need to be completed 
nd wife, if both do not come into the 
 the forms on the day the loan is 

cial Accommodations 

 accommodations will be made, upon 
individuals with disabilities, vision 
r hearing impairment to attend or 
meetings or events sponsored by the 
e Agency. If you require special 
ns to attend or participate in one of 
ease call the FSA county office and 
 happy to make any needed 
  

2008 Compliance 

 and spot checks will once again be 
g the 2008 crop year.  Instead of 
ng farms, contracts, deficiency loans, 
 check and review, a nationwide 
producers is used to achieve a 
pling of participating producers. 

lections are to be conducted based on 
articipation in Conservation Reserve 
ect and Counter-cyclical Program, 
cy Program, etc. 
formation about the new spot check 
edure, feel free to contact your local 
e Agency office for additional 

anking Changes? 

Farm Service Agency payments are 
ically using Direct Deposit. To keep 
nning smoothly, it’s critical to keep 
fice staff up to date on changes you 
 your financial institutions. 
 changed accounts or institutions that 
the direct deposit of your FSA 

tact the FSA county office so we can 
es to insure continued uninterrupted 
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    Producers, if  
electronically lo  
FSA paper form  
your schedule  
secure electron  
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to the website,  
2 USDA Ser  
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SA Signature Policy 

correct signature when doing business
can save time and prevent a delay in
enefits.  The following are FSA
idelines: 
married woman shall sign her given

me: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe
r a minor, FSA requires the minor’
nature and one from an eligible parent.
e parent is liable for actions of the
nor and may be liable for refunds, etc 
hen signing on one’s behalf the
nature must agree with the name typed
printed on the form, or be a variation 
t does not cause the name and
nature to be in disagreement.  Example
ohn W. Smith is on the form.  The
nature may be John W. Smith or J.W.
ith or J. Smith.   
XED signatures will be accepted for 

rtain forms and documents.  Producers 
 responsible for the successful 
nsmission and receipt of FAXED
ormation.   
amples of documents not approved for 
XED signatures include: Joint payment 

thorization; NAP actual production 
tory and approved yield record; 
ancing statement; UCC financing 
tement 
ouses may sign documents on behalf of 
h other for FSA and CCC programs in
ich either has an interest, unless written 
tification denying a spouse this
thority has been provided to the office 
ouses shall not sign on behalf of each 
er as an authorized signatory for

rtnerships, joint ventures, corporations,
other similar entities 
l members of a general partnership
st sign for the general partnership

less an individual is authorized to act
 the behalf of the general partnership
d bind all members 
ouses may sign on behalf of each
er’s individual interest in a partnership, 

less notification denying a spouse that
thority is provided to the county office 
ceptable signatures for general 
rtnerships, join ventures, corporations,
ates, and trusts shall consist of an
icator “by” or “for” the individual’s

me, individual’s name and capacity, or
ividual’s name, capacity, and name of 

tity 
ional clarification on proper signatures 
r local FSA office. 
Online Services 

 you have Internet access you can
g on, fill out and print a variety of
s in the comfort of your home as

allows. You can also register for
ic access that will allow you to
sign and transmit some forms
county office staff. If you are new
first you will want to obtain a Level
vice Center Customer ID and
tp://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ and
reate an Account Page" link.   

hentication is the system used by
s to enable customers to obtain

will allow them to access USDA
ns and services via the Internet.
things such as submitting forms
completing surveys online, and
tus of your USDA accounts. 
ady have a Customer ID and
 click on the following eForms

gov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet 
k on the "Sign In" button. A
ow will open and after you read the 
sage" click on the "Continue"

DA Web services page will open to
tion login page. Enter your login
password and then click on the
.  To sign and transmit forms
ou must sign-up and get a User ID

n e-Form is convenient. You can
ion anytime day or night seven days
ter and forms and applications can
d received in the county office in a
es, not days or weeks. 

Crop Reporting 

equirement of reporting to the FSA
ferred to as crop reporting, acreage
op certification.  Filing an accurate
ort for all crops and land uses,
d acreage, can prevent loss of
variety of Farm Service Agency
cropland on the farm must be

eive benefits from the Direct and
l Program, marketing assistance

 Deficiency Payments. 
ation form FSA-578, Report of
account for all cropland on a farm,

or planted. The producer
adline for all 2008 crops has been
gust 15. 
3

http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/eauthCreateAccount.html
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet
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  Dates to Remember 

July 4, 2008 INDEPENDENCE DAY – 
Office CLOSED 

July 15, 2008 Regular Coos/Curry FSA Com-
mittee Meeting 

Continuing Primary Nesting Season – 
through July 15 

Aug 19, 2008 Regular Coos/Curry FSA Com-
mittee Meeting 

On-going Sign-up for CREP, GRP, 2008 
LDP 

Within 15 
days 

NAP notice of loss. Must report 
damage within 15 days of dam-
age or when damage is apparent. 

 
Visit our Web site at 

www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA
 

ATTENTION AG GROUPS 
Would you like to have a presentation on the new 
Farm Bill or more information on FSA and USDA 
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Eligible CRP Acres 
wed to Hay and Graze 
 NOT APPLY TO CREP 

s authorized certain acreage enrolled
nservation Reserve Program (CRP)
le for hay and forage after the primary
n ends for grass-nesting birds. Some

le land or forage of the land must be
 wildlife and any land that is used
thority must have a conservation plan.
nvironmentally-sensitive land will
IGIBLE.   Ineligible lands include

lled in the CONSERVATION
ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM

PARIAN BUFFERS on marginal
s.  No rental payment reduction will
on contracts being utilized for this

A $75 fee will be charged to process
odification.  

nformation and to signup contact your 
ervice Agency (FSA) office.  
programs?  FSA and NRCS staff is available, call 

Bret Harris, FSA, CED at (541) 396-4323, ext. 25.

artment of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the 
, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
tal status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
art of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
n of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
ter at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
e of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 

72 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA

