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	Coos-Carroll County 
USDA Service Center
4 Mayberry Lane
 Lancaster, NH 03584 

603-788-4602 Ext. #2  
(Fax) 603-788-2538 
www.fsa.usda.gov

Hours

Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

County Committee:
Eldora Farnsworth, 
Chairperson
Julie Hussey,  
Vice Chairperson

Nancy Ferry, Reg. 
Member 
Sarah Cordwell, Reg. 
Member

Jules Robinson, Reg. 

Member
County Committee Meets 

2nd Thursday of the Month

@ 11:00 a.m. 

Staff:
Irene Schmidt, CED

Irene.schmidt@
nh.usda.gov
Paulette McKeeman, PT

paulette.mckeeman@

nh.usda.gov

Visit our Web site:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

May 31, 2010
Memorial Day - Office Closed
June 1, 2010

DCP - Sign up Deadline

July 5, 2010 
Independence Day - 
Office Closed
July 15, 2010 
Crop Reports Deadline
ACRE - Sign up deadline 
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	USDA Enacts Changes to Payment Limitations, Income Qualifications, and Implements Direct Attribution

USDA recently published an interim final regulation in the Federal Register announcing changes to both Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) qualifications, program payment limitations, and direct attribution for FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs, which


	
	
	
	
	


U.S. Department of Agriculture                                                                                    Presorted Standard                 

Coos-Carroll Farm Service Agency                                                                                                         Auto                      

4 Mayberry Lane                                                                                              U.S. Postage Paid
Lancaster, NH  03584-3616




                    Mail from Zip Code 03584

OFFICIAL BUSINESS      





                                 Permit #75

COLD STORAGE FACILITY LOANS

The Farm Storage Facility Loan program has been amended to allow producers to build cold storage facilities to store their fresh fruits and vegetables. To be eligible, cold storage facilities must have a useful life of 15 years and include: 

· New structures suitable for a cold storage facility; 

· New walk-in prefabricated permanently installed coolers suitable for storing fresh fruits and vegetables; 

· New permanently affixed cooling, circulating and monitoring equipment; 

· Electrical equipment integral to the proper operation of a cold storage facility; and must be 

· An addition or modification to an existing storage facility. 

USDA will not make cold storage facility loans for portable structures, portable handling and cooling equipment, used, or pre-owned structures or cooling equipment or structures deemed unsuitable. 
The maximum loan amount for a Farm Storage Facility loan is $500,000 per loan, which requires a down payment of at least 15 percent. Applications must be approved before construction can begin. Loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the amount of the loan. 

Loan applications should be submitted to the administrative FSA county office that maintains the records of the farm or farms to which the application applies. If the commodities are produced on land that does not have farm records established, the application must be submitted to the FSA county office that services the county where the facility will be located. 

For more information on this program or other FSA farm programs please contact your local FSA county office or http://www.fsa.usda.gov. 

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights of Adjudication and compliance, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



COC ELECTION NOMINATIONS





For election purposes, counties are divided into local administrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA elects one producer to serve a three-year term on the Farm


Service Agency County Committee.  Most counties are divided into three LAAs.


Combined counties, may have three to five LAAs.


 Each year, an election is held in a LAA to replace the 


 Committee member whose three-year term is expiring. Some years in combined counties, two seats may be up for election.


The three steps in the election process are the call for 


 nominations, the election and installing the new 


Committee member.





CCounty Committee Elections�
�
County�
LAA�
Townships�
�
Carroll�
5�
Sandwich, Freedom, Moultonborough, 


Tuftonboro, Ossipee, 


Effingham, Wolfeboro, 


Brookfield, Wakefield�
�



Socially disadvantaged groups are encouraged to 


nominate a member as a COC candidate for the 


coming election process.  


Disadvantaged groups are defined as:


A group whose members have been subjected to


racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of a group with regard to their individual qualities.   





ELECTION TIMETABLE





Now	Nomination period begins.


Aug. 2	Deadline to submit nomination forms.


Nov. 5 	Ballots are mailed to eligible voters.


Dec. 6	Deadline to return completed ballots to 


	FSA County Office.


Jan. 1, 	New committee members and 


2011	alternates are installed.





WHO CAN HOLD OFFICE





To hold office as a county committee member, 


a person must meet the basic eligibility criteria.


Participate or cooperate in a program  


administered by FSA.


Be eligible to vote in a County Committee 


Election.


Reside in the LAA in which the person is a 


Candidate.

















Cannot have been:


Removed or disqualified from the office of county committee member, alternate or 


Employee.


Removed for cause from any public �office or have been convicted of fraud, 


larceny, embezzlement or any other felony.


Dishonorably discharged from any branch 


of the armed services.


For more information about county committee 


elections, contact the county office staff.





NAP LOSS FILING





The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for ALL CROPS,  INCLUDING  GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent. If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting date for the crop.





ACREAGE REPORTING





Acreage reporting time will soon be here. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs.


Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date.


Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs.  For crops other than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program) crops, acreage reports are to be certified by the July 15, 2010 deadline. 





July 15th - Annual Crops, Small Grains, Perennial Crops, 


 Forage Crops.


January 2nd - Honey


February 15th - Maple Sap 


September 30th _ Value Loss Crops  


 


2010 DCP SIGNUP 





Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) will continue through June 1, 2010. USDA urges producers to make use of the eDCP automated website to sign up, or producers can visit any USDA Service Center to complete their 2010 DCP contract.


USDA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment yields established for each farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of market prices. For 2010, eligible producers may request advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment.  For more information on this or other programs, simply contact the nearest FSA office.  











THE ACRE PROGRAM





The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) began in crop year 2009. Through ACRE, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers producers an alternative to Direct and Counter-Cyclical (DCP) payments. The ACRE alternative provides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the


5-year state Olympic average yield and the 2-year national average price.


The enrollment date for 2010 ACRE is June 1, 2010.


ACRE payments are made when both state- and farm-level triggers are met. By participating in ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-cyclical payments.  Producers also elect to receive a 20-percent reduction in direct payments and a 30-percent reduction in loan rates.


A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to the program through the 2012 crop year, the last crop year covered by the 2008 Farm Bill.  For more details contact your local FSA office





SURE





The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) provides benefits for farm revenue losses due to natural disasters that occurred in the crop years 2008 through September 30, 2011. To be eligible for SURE payments, a producer is required to obtain crop insurance on all crops in all counties or, if crop insurance is not available, to participate in the Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP), except for grazed acreage.  However, crop insurance or NAP coverage is no longer required for crops that are not of economic significance or those where the administrative fee required to buy NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the value of the coverage.


Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the definition of Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, or Beginning Farmer or Rancher are exempt from the risk management purchase requirement.  


The following are the conditions that trigger SURE payments:  


  at least one crop of economic significance must suffer a 10% production loss due to an eligible disaster condition.


 crop of economic significance is a crop that has contributed or would have contributed at least 5% or more of the total expected revenue from all crops on the farm.


  producers in counties declared disaster counties by the Secretary of Agriculture, or in contiguous counties, or those who show proof of an individual loss of at least 50% are eligible to receive SURE payments for crop production or crop quality losses.  Losses are measured with consideration to the whole-farm revenue, which includes crop insurance indemnities and commodity program payments, so that producers are not paid more than once for the same loss. 


A SURE calculator is available at:  �HYPERLINK "http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/sure_calculator_2008.xls"�http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/sure_calculator_2008.xls�.  The calculator is not official, but is intended for educational use.  A fact sheet and backgrounder are also available online. 


BE COUNTED!





FSA wants to encourage all producers to complete the census. We 


realize as more of our population moves to urban areas, rural communities feel the impact. There are fewer people to work the farms and ranches, fewer students in our schools, and fewer customers in local businesses. 


The census is used to determine the amount of funds a community 


receives to rebuild after a natural disaster. It is used to determine the number of seats a state has in the House of Representatives. It determines how over $400 billion in federal funds is allocated to states and communities. 





 The census is important; make sure your community is counted.








DIRECT AND GUARANTEED LOANS





FSA is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  If you are having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are 


currently available.  


Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew your loan.


Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as 


direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,094,000.  Producers are encouraged to apply early so that a loan can be processed and funded in a timely manner. 


FSA employees will help you complete the necessary application and other forms, and help you understand what information is required, where to find it or who to contact to get it.  To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the county office staff.





LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY PROGRAM (LIP)





     The “Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008” authorized the 


Livestock indemnity Program (LIP) to provide benefits to livestock producers where livestock deaths are in excess of normal mortality caused by 


adverse weather that occurred on or after Jan.1, 2008, and before Oct. 1, 2011, including losses because of hurricanes, floods, blizzards, disease, wildfires, extreme heat, and extreme cold.  The livestock death losses must have also occurred in the calendar year for which benefits are being 


requested.  





Eligible Livestock Owners – To be eligible for LIP, a livestock producer must have legally owned the eligible livestock on the day the livestock died.





Sign-up – Producers may apply to receive LIP benefits at local FSA service centers beginning July 13, 2009, for livestock losses suffered during 2008 and 2009. � 


Applying for LIP – Producers who suffer livestock death losses should submit a notice of loss and an application for payment to the local FSA 


service center that maintains the farm records for their business.  To be 


eligible, the notice of loss must be submitted the earlier of: 





30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock was apparent to 


the producer.


30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the loss of livestock occurred.     





To be eligible, applications for payment must be submitted no later than 


either of the following:





30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the loss of livestock occurred. 


September 14, 2009 for livestock losses that occurred during 


calendar year 2008.





FSA will accept certifications of livestock deaths by third parties on form FSA-926, if applicable.








For more information about  FSA and it’s programs, visit your local USDA Service  Center online at: http;//www.fsa.usda.gov  
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