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County Committee Election Results 

Congratulations to Rick McKenzie! Rick was re-elected to represent farmers from Curry 
County on the Coos/Curry FSA Committee. Rick was elected to his 3rd consecutive term.  
The election results for Local Administrative Area 3 (LAA-3) are:     
Rick McKenzie — elected to the county committee (COC), 
Merri Lang — 1st alternate to COC,  
FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the time to complete the election ballot. The 
county committee system works only because of your participation. 
The committee members will hold their organizational meeting in January. 
 

Spousal Signatures 
 Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and 
Commodity Credit Corporation programs in which either has an interest. This option is 
automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is made to the county office 
staff by either spouse. 
 

LOANS FOR SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can make and guarantee loans to socially disadvantaged 
applicants to buy and operate family size farms and ranches. Funds specifically for these 
loans are reserved each year. A socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher is one of a 
group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because 
of their identity as members of the group without regard to their individual qualities.  For 
purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, and Asians and Pacific Islanders. 
Contact Jim Jutson, Farm Loan Manager (at the number listed to the left) for more details 
and assistance in applying. 
 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 
Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance 
violation could be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.  Violations include 
planting, harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants include marijuana, 
opium, poppies and other drug producing plants. 
 

2005-2007 Disaster Program 
 

* Livestock Compensation Program (LCP); 
Provides benefits for producers in designated disaster counties for their added costs of 
procuring livestock feed in 2005, 2006 or 2007. Eligible livestock under are: dairy 
cattle, beef cattle, buffalo, beefalo, equine, poultry, elk, reindeer, sheep, goats, swine, 



deer, and catfish.  The payment rate will be 61% of the calculated payment amount.  
Please call ahead to schedule a sign-up appointment. 
     
* Crop Disaster Program (CDP); 
This program provides benefits to producers who suffered crop losses from natural 
disasters. Producers must have purchased crop insurance or coverage under the 
agency’s Non-insured Assistance Program in order to qualify. Eligible losses are those 
that exceeded 35 percent for quantity and/or exceed 25% for quality. The loss must have 
occurred in 2005, 2006 or 2007. The producer will choose one year for benefits.   
   
 More information is available online at: www.fsa.usda.gov
 

Foreign Buyers Notification 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm 
Service Agency administers this program for USDA.  
Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required 
to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA 
form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the 
property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate 
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. 
 

Bank Account Changes 
Current policy mandates that FSA payments be made by electronic transfer. In order for 
timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA if your account has been 
changed or if another financial institution purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed 
if the FSA office is not aware of updates to your account and routing numbers. 
 

Good News for Farmers! 
Farmers can gain tax benefits by donating surplus or non-marketable foods to South 
Coast Food Share (SCFS), a non-profit program (Member of the Oregon Food Bank) that 
serves both Coos and Curry Counties.  Additional benefits for farmers, the larger 
community, and the environment include:  Money saved on disposal costs; Less waste in 
landfills; Nutritious food for people in need.   
 
For more information contact Shawna Behm at (541) 888-7019 shawnab@orcca.us or 
check out their web site at www.orcca.us.  
 

AG CENSUS FORMS DUE FEB 4TH 
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) began distribution of the 2007 
Census of Agriculture last month and completed forms are due by February 4, 2008.  
Producers can return their forms by mail or, for the first time, they have the convenient 
option of filling out the Census online via a secure web site at 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/. 
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Conducted every five years by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Census is a 
complete count of the nation’s farms and ranches and the people who operate them.  
According to NASS, the Census of Agriculture provides information that is not available 
elsewhere.   
The Census looks at land use and ownership, operator characteristics, production 
practices, income and expenditures and other topics.  It provides the only source of 
uniform, comprehensive agricultural data for every county in the nation.  
Policy-makers use Census data for decisions concerning agricultural and rural programs. 
Community planners use Census information to target delivery of local services.  
 

Toll Free Number for FSA Borrowers 
Direct loan borrowers with FSA (FmHA) Ag loans can now check the status of their 
accounts using a new toll-free telephone number.  The number, 1-888-518-4983, is 
available in both English and Spanish.  The SECURE system has information on active 
FSA Ag loan borrowers and is available 24/7. 
 

Dates to Remember 
Jan. 1, 2008 New FSA Committee takes office 
Jan. 15, 2008 Regular Coos/Curry FSA Committee Meeting 
Jan. 31, 2008 Final Date to file for 2007 crop wool 
Feb. 19, 2008 Regular Coos/Curry FSA Committee Meeting 
Mar. 18, 2008 Regular Coos/Curry FSA Committee Meeting 
Continuing Primary Nesting Season – through July 15 
On-going Sign-up for CREP, GRP, 2008 LDP 
Within 15 
days 

NAP notice of loss. Must report damage within 
15 days of damage or when damage is apparent. 

 


