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In General Signup 33, program applicants must select the desired practice from a list of available practices.  The type of cover to be established earns points in a method or ranking called the Environmental Benefit Index (EBI).  The CP10 practice is used to identify land: 
a. under CRP-1, i.e. expiring CRP contracts that have a grass cover already established, or 

b. that is new enrollment land that meets program requirements for cropping and ownership but with an acceptable grass cover already established.

The following are point categories in the EBI for ranking offers that the applicant determines:

· 10 points – N1a-Solid stand of 1 to 3 species of introduced grasses (e.g. fescue, bermudagrass, orchardgrass).   

· 40 points – N1a-Solid stand of 1 to 3 species of native grasses (e.g. big bluestem, little bluestem, switchgrass, Indiangrass). 
· 50 points – N1a- Mixed stand (minimum of 5 species) of at least 3 native grasses and at least 1 shrub, forb, or legume species best suited to wildlife in the area.
· 20 points in N1b for conversion of 51% or more of a monoculture stand of grass to a mixture native grass or woody species beneficial to wildlife.  No cost share is authorized.    
· 5 points in N1b for the establishment of food plots, unless 20 points were awarded for the conversion of the monoculture grasses (N1b score in EBI cannot exceed 20 points).  

SPECIFICATIONS 
The specifications for this practice consist of the necessary management treatments to maintain the practice and will be specified in the CRP conservation plan as part of the contract.  

1. Weed control will normally consist of rotational clipping, chemical weed control, etc. outside of the primary nesting season of April 15 – July 1.  

2. Contract management activity may be required as determined by County Committee.  At least one management practice in the mid-contract period will be required to be performed.  Options include strip disking, strip herbiciding, legume interseeding, or prescribed burning.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint, write U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity provider and employer.



