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In general signup, program applicants must select the desired practice from a list of available practices.  The type of cover to be established earns points in a method or ranking called the Environmental Benefit Index (EBI).  The purpose of the CP12 practice is to establish annual or perennial wildlife food plots that will enhance wildlife and wildlife habitat.  This practice has no available cost share.    

Ranking point category:

· 5 points- N1b –Annual or permanent food plot that remains in the location for the CRP-1 length or rotated.  Must be up to 10% of a field not to exceed 5 acres per field. The 5 acres of food plot may be either 1-5 acre food plot or 2 or more food plots where the cumulative total would be less than or equal to 5 acres. 

	        Specifications 


The following establishment specifications are required and will be specified in the CRP conservation plan as part of the contract:  

1. This practice may only be implemented in conjunction with the following practices:  CP1, CP2, CP3, CP3A, CP4D, CP10, and CP11.  The length of contract for implementation of CP12 will be based on the length of the practice in conjunction.  Food plots will be required to be established each year scheduled in the contract.      

2. When multiple food plots are planned in the same contract, the minimum distance between plots will be 500 feet.  

3. Food plot locations and planting methods shall be such that no significant erosion occurs.  The site must meet soil loss tolerance during and after planting.  For steeper sites, the no-till method of planting may be required.      

4. Plant materials to be used shall be at the discretion of the applicant.   The applicant must notify the conservation planner to verify that the planned plant material is not considered noxious or invasive and is consistent with the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide.   

5. Food plots may either remain in the same location each year or be rotated.  When food plots are re-located, the vacated area shall be re-established in the permanent cover of the accompanying practice without cost share.  The applicant shall re-establish the permanent cover the first available planting period following the re-location of the food plot.    

6. Sufficient lime and fertilizer applications are required to produce adequate plant growth and desired production (i.e. seed, grain, fruit).    
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General Provisions








The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint, write U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal employment opportunity provider and employer.



