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At General Sign-up 33, program applicants select a practice from a list of available practices.  The type of cover selected earns points in a ranking method called the Environmental Benefit Index (EBI).  The purpose of the CP2 practice is to establish a perennial cover of native grasses and forbs to enhance environmental benefits.  

Tennessee has the following approved per acre planting mixtures to choose from:  
· Mixture #1 (20 points): 2 lbs. big bluestem, 2 lbs. Indiangrass and 1 lb. of either Illinois bundleflower, Maximilian sunflower, or partridge pea.   

· Mixture #2 (20 points): 2 lbs. little bluestem, 2 lbs. sideoats grama, and 1 lb. of either Illinois bundleflower, Maximilian sunflower, or partridge pea.  
· Mixture #3 (50 points):  2 lbs. big bluestem, 2 lbs. Indiangrass, 0.5 lb. switchgrass, 0.5 lb. partridge pea, and 0.5 lb. Illinois bundleflower. 

· Mixture #4 (50 points):  0.5 lb. big bluestem, 0.5 lb. Indiangrass, 0.5 lb. switchgrass, 1.5 lbs. little bluestem, 1.5 lbs. sideoats grama, and 0.5 lb. of either Illinois bundleflower, Maximilian sunflower or partridge pea.   

· Mixture #5 (50 points):  3 lbs. little bluestem, 1 lb. sideoats grama, 0.5 lb. Indiangrass, 0.5 lb. Illinois bundleflower, and either 0.5 lb. of Maximilian sunflower or partridge pea.  

· Mixture #6 (50 points):  2 lbs. little bluestem, 2 lbs. sideoats grama, 0.5 lb. switchgrass, 0.5 lb. partridge pea, and 0.5 lb. Illinois bundleflower.    

The planting period for all native grass mixtures is between March 1 and July 1.  Optimum planting time is March to May.  

Mixtures 1, 3 and 4 are considered “tallgrass”  with expected plant heights above head high.  Mixtures 2, 5 and 6 are considered “shortgrass” with expected plant heights waist to head high.     

                 S    pSpecifications 
The following specifications are required and will be specified in the CRP conservation plan as part of the contract:  

1. A soil test within 24 months of planting.   Soil tests will be based on University of Tennessee standard methods.   Omit lime if pH is above 5.5.  Nitrogen is not to be applied for establishment.  

2. The no-till method of planting on steeper areas to avoid excessive erosion.  The use of a special drill will be required.    

3. Conventional seedbed preparation (plowing and disking or harrowing) or no-till on recently cropped flatter slopes.  For conventional the field must be allowed to settle unless a cultipacker is used to firm the seedbed.   

4. Herbicide applications to control any weeds or vegetation existing prior to planting.
5. An approved temporary cover if the contract is approved outside the designated planting period and erosion may occur.  

6. Control of weed competition through the first growing season after planting.   

7. Required maintenance to insure the grass stand persists for the life of the contract.  Normal maintenance typically consists of mowing once every two years outside the primary nesting season of April 15 to July 1.  Additional maintenance may consist of “spot spraying” with an approved herbicide to control woody species normally not controlled by mowing (e.g. maples, sweetgum), prescribed burning, etc.  

8. At least one management practice in the mid-contract period will be required to be performed.  Options include strip disking, strip herbiciding, legume interseeding, or prescribed burning.

9. This practice is eligible for managed haying or grazing with restrictions.             
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