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Apply this practice to eligible cropland suitably located and adapted to establishment of permanent wildlife habitat.  A wildlife conservation plan must be developed.  Contact the USDA Service Center for a list of approved trees/shrubs.  
Tennessee has the following approved per acre planting mixtures to choose from (in pounds of pure live seed):

40 points

· Mixture #1: 5 lbs. orchardgrass, 4 lbs. timothy, 2 lbs. red or white clover, min. 10% of acreage in 1 shrub or tree species.
· Mixture#2: 2 lbs. redtop, 2 lbs. timothy, min. 10% of acreage in 2 species of shrubs and/or trees.
· Mixture#3: 5 lbs. orchardgrass, 4 lbs. timothy, 5 lbs. kobe or Korean lespedeza, 10% of acres in 1 shrub or tree species. 
· Mixture #4: 2 lbs. redtop, 2 lbs. timothy, 5 lbs. kobe or Korean lespedeza, min. 10% of acres in 1 shrub or tree species.  

· Mixture #5: 8 lbs. orchardgrass, 5 lbs. kobe or Korean lespedeza, min. 10% of acres in 2 shrub or tree species. 
50 points
· Mixture #1 (tallgrass): 2 lbs. Big Bluestem, 2 lbs. Indiangrass, 0.5 lb. Switchgrass, 1.0 lb. Partridge Pea, Maximilian sunflower or Illinois bundleflower, and min. 10% of acreage in 1 shrub or tree species.
· Mixture #2 (tallgrass): 1.5 lbs. Little Bluestem, 1.5 lbs. Sideoats grama, 0.5 lb. Big Bluestem, 0.5 lb. Indiangrass, 0.5 lb. Switchgrass, 1lb. Partridge Pea or Illinois Bundleflower, min. 10% of acreage in 1 shrub or tree species.

· Mixture #3 (shortgrass): 3 lbs. Little Bluestem, 1 lb. Sideoats grama, 0.5 lb. Indiangrass, 1.0 lb. Partridge Pea, Maximilian sunflower or Illinois bundleflower, and min. 10% of acreage in 1 shrub or tree species.

· Mixture #4 (shortgrass): 2 lbs. Little Bluestem, 2 lbs. Sideoats, 0.5 lb. Switchgrass, 10% of acreage in 2 species of shrubs and/or trees. 
SPECIFICATIONS

The following establishment specifications are required and will be specified in the CRP conservation plan as part of the contract:

1. A soil test by University of Tennessee standards within 24 months of planting to determine lime/fertilizer needs.  Native grasses do not require nitrogen.  Lime is not required for soil pH above 5.5.  Woody plants do not require fertilizer or lime. 
2. Green firebreaks (30 foot width) of introduced grass may be required around native grass areas of the contract.  
3. Conventional seedbed preparation (plowing and disking or harrowing) is allowed on recently cropped flatter slopes.  After disking, the field must settle unless a cultipacker is used to firm the seedbed.  The no-till method of planting will otherwise be required, with the use of special drills when native warm season grasses are to be established.  
4. Herbicide applications may be required to control any weeds or vegetation existing prior to planting.

5. An approved temporary cover may be required for erosive areas when contracts are approved outside of planting dates.  
6. Control of weed competition for at least the first growing season after planting may consist of mowing or the use of a post-emergent herbicide.  Maintenance of the herbaceous portion of the contract after the first year will normally consist of rotational clipping, chemical weed control, etc. outside of the primary nesting season of July 1 to August 15.    

7. An adequate grass stand must be successfully established as outlined in the conservation plan.  Tree and/or shrub plantings require a minimum 60% survival after the second growing season.  
8. At least one management practice in the mid-contract period will be required to be performed.  Options include strip disking, strip herbiciding, legume interseeding, or prescribed burning.
In General Signup 33, program applicants must select the desired practice from a list of available practices.  The type of cover to be established earns points in a method of ranking called the Environmental Benefit Index (EBI).  The purpose of the CP4D practice is to establish a permanent wildlife habitat cover to enhance environmental benefits for the wildlife habitat of the designated or surrounding areas.
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