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County Committee:                                      US Department of Agriculture                     MAY 2009 
Carolyn Michael, Chairperson                              Crawford County FSA Office    
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(Committee meets 2nd Thursday of each month                 FAX: (620) 724-6201 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ACRE Program Enrollment Opens on April 27  
 

Producers can elect and enroll in the Average Crop Revenue
Election (ACRE) program beginning April 27, 2009. ACRE is a
provision of the 2008 Farm Bill. This new option presents an 
opportunity for producers to review both programs and decide
which one will work best for their operation. Producers have until
Aug.14, 2009, to make their decision for the 2009 crop. USDA will
not accept any late-filed applications. Producers who elect the
ACRE program for a farm agree to:                                                  

 forgo counter-cyclical payments;  

 accept a 20-percent reduction of the direct payments; and  

 accept a 30-percent reduction in loan rates for all commodities
produced on the farm.  

Commodities eligible for ACRE payments are wheat, corn, grain
sorghum, barley, oats, upland cotton, long grain rice, medium and
short grain rice, peanuts, soybeans, sunflower seed, canola,
flaxseed, safflower, mustard seed, rapeseed, sesame seed,
crambe, dry peas, lentils, small chickpeas and large chickpeas.  

The ACRE program was created in the 2008 Farm Bill to give
producers an option in lieu of traditional counter-cyclical 
payments. Producers may elect and enroll in ACRE for the 2009
crop year even if they have already accepted advance direct
payments under the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program. To elect
ACRE for a farm, producers must complete Form CCC-509 
ACRE, which irrevocably elects ACRE for the farm through crop
year 2012. Form CCC-509, the contract to participate in ACRE,
must then be completed each year the producer intends to
participate and receive benefits. For more information about the
ACRE program please visit your local Farm Service Agency (FSA)
county office or visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov.   

 
Nominations                                           
Nominations can be made beginning June 15 for a position on the 
three member Crawford County FSA Committee. Counties are 
divided into local administrative areas (LAAs). The area holding 
the election this year is Local Administrative Area 1, which 
includes the townships of Walnut, Grant and Osage. 
 

 
 LAA1: Walnut, Grant, Osage 

                LAA2: Sherman, Crawford, Sheridan 
                       LAA3: Lincoln, Washington, Baker 

 
All currently active farm/ranch owners or operators are eligible to 
serve on this committee as well as to vote in this election. 
Individuals may nominate themselves, or others as candidates. 
Also, organizations representing socially disadvantaged minorities 
and women farmers may also nominate candidates. Nomination 
form (FSA-669A) is available online at www.fsa.usda.gov or at 
your local USDA Service Center.  The nomination period ends 
August 3.  Voting is conducted by mail with ballots due by 
December 7, 2009.   

                                                                      
Final Crop Reporting date June 01 

 
File a report of small grains by June 01, 2009. According to 
provisions of the new Farm Bill, an annual report of crops and 
land uses is needed for farm program participation.  
 
Annual acreage reports will be needed for all farm program 
benefits which include: 

 All farms enrolled in CRP 
 Price Support benefits, commodity loans or loan 

deficiency payments 
 Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for 

non-insurable crops 
 Any new programs in the Farm Bill 

 
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land 
uses can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Programs. 
Prevented planting and failed acreage should also be reported. 
Acreage reports for failed acreage must be filed before disposition 
of the crop. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive 
benefits from FSA Farm Programs. 
 
Crop reports must account for all cropland on a farm. Reports for 
wheat, oats, and barley  must be reported by June 01.  Producers 
will also need to provide planting dates.  Reports taken after these 
deadlines are subject to a late-filed fee to cover the cost of a field 
inspection to verify presence of the crop.   
 

FARM STORED FACILITY LOANS   
 
Low interest rate loans for storage facilities are available for 
producers to build farm storage facilities for a variety of 
commodities, including wheat, soybeans, and corn.  
 
The seven-year Farm Storage Facility Loans are available for the 
purchase and installation of eligible storage facilities, permanently 
affixed drying or handling equipment, or remodeling existing 
facilities. Eligible facilities include new conventional-type cribs or 
bins and new and remanufactured oxygen-limiting and other 
upright silo-type structures.  
 
All Farm Storage Facility Loans are secured by a promissory note 
and security agreement. The maximum amount that may be 
borrowed is 85 percent of the net cost of the storage or handling 
equipment, up to $100,000 for each borrower. Loans in excess of 
$50,000 require a real estate lien.  A minimum 15% down 
payment is also required. For details, contact the county office.  
 

 
 
SIGN-UP DATE FOR DCP/ACRE PROGRAMS EXTENDED 
  USDA has extended the sign-up deadline from June 1, to Aug. 
14, 2009, for both the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program 
(DCP) and the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) 
Program.  This action extends the sign-up deadline by 10 weeks 
to give producers ample time to decide whether to participate in 
ACRE or remain in DCP. Extending the sign-up deadline for both 
these programs ensure that farmers have enough information and 
time needed to determine if ACRE is the right program for their 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FSA FARM LOANS 
 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes and guarantees loans to farm operators. 
These may be made to beginning farmers or established farmers. Special funding is set 
aside for females and members of certain minority groups. These loans may be used to 
buy farmland, machinery, livestock, or to finance agricultural production.  
 
FSA offers several types of loan programs. Under the Guaranteed Loan Program, FSA 
guarantees loans made by conventional agricultural lenders. FSA additionally offers 
Direct Loans. To qualify for a Direct Farm Ownership or Operating Loan, the applicant 
must have sufficient repayment ability and loan collateral, and be unable to obtain 
credit elsewhere. Loans may be considered for up to 100% of security value. As of 
April 2009, the direct Operating loan interest rate is 2.25% and the direct Farm 
Ownership interest rates are 1.5% or 4.125%. For more information, contact the Farm 
Loan Program staff in Girard, Kansas at 620-724-6227, Ext. 229.  
 

CRP MAINTENANCE  
Participants in the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) agreed when signing their 10-
15 year contract to maintain these acres 
according to the program guidelines.  That 
means attaining a stand of grass, controlling 
noxious weeds, controlling brush and trees, 
and taking any other actions needed to 
adequately maintain the CRP cover. 
Chemical applications for sericea lespedeza 
control and Johnsongrass should be 
accomplished during June. Control should be 
accomplished before the plants go to seed. 
 
.   

DESIGNATION BY LANDOWNER  
Producers are reminded of the importance of 
reporting to their local FSA office any change 
to their farming operation that would affect the 
status of that farm so the change can be 
effective for the current fiscal year. A special 
provision exists that allows the contract acres 
to be divided in a manner agreed to by all 
sellers and buyers. The method known as 
“Designation by Landowner” provision must 
be requested and requires all buyers and 
sellers agree to the method by signing the 
FSA-155, Request for Farm Reconstitution, or 
providing a memorandum of understanding 
that includes the signatures of all buyers and 
sellers. These requests must be made by 
August 1. 

CONSERVATION RESERVE 
PROGRAM       
                             
The CRP Continuous Signup offers 
rental payments and incentive 
payments for small acreage. 
Continuous CRP practices include 
riparian forest buffers, filter strips, 
grass waterways, and wildlife 
habitat buffers, which provide 
important environmental benefits, 
such as promoting water quality, 
reducing soil erosion, and 
enhancing wildlife habitat. 
 
 FSA accepts continuous CRP 
signup contracts automatically, 
provided landowners meet 
eligibility requirements.  
Continuous CRP signup contracts 
are 10-15 years long and pay an 
enhanced rental rate.           
 

 
 

USDA announced that it will 
offer soybean producers the 
opportunity to request a referendum 
on the Soybean Promotion and 
Research Order (Order), Soybean 
producers who are interested in 
having a referendum to determine 
whether to continue the soybean 
checkoff program are invited to 
participate. The Request for 
Referendum will be conducted at 
USDA’s county Farm Service 
Agency offices. 
 
To be eligible to participate, 
producers must certify and provide 
documentation that shows that they 
produced soybeans and paid an 
assessment on the soybeans during 
the period of Jan. 1, 2007, through 
Dec. 31, 2008.  Beginning May 4, 
2009, through May 29, 2009, 
producers may obtain a form by mail, 
fax, or in person from the Farm 
Service Agency county offices. 
Forms may also be obtained via the 
internet 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsmarketingprograms  
 
Forms & supporting documentation 
must be returned to the appropriate 
county FSA office by fax or in person 
no later than close of business May 
29, 2009; or if returned by mail, must 
be postmarked by midnight May 29, 
2009, and received in the county 
FSA office by close of business on 
June 5, 2009.  
 
 
FOREIGN INVESTORS 90 DAY 
REPORTING RULE 
 
Foreign owners of U.S. agricultural 
land are required by law to report 
their land holdings, acquisitions, 
leases of 10 years or more, and land 
use changes within 90 days to the 
local FSA office. Failure to report 
these changes can result in a civil 
penalty of up to 25 percent of the fair 
market value of their interest in the 
agricultural land. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s 
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer." 


