	[image: image5.png]



	[image: image2.emf][image: image1.png]




	CHESHIRE-SULLIVAN COUNTY                                                    
FARM SERVICE AGENCY

11 Industrial Park Drive

Walpole, New Hampshire  03608
	November 2010

	PHONE:  (603)756-2970 X2

FAX:  (603)756-2978

www.fsa.usda.gov
	


Paper Check Conversion – Over the Counter (PCC –OTC)

Over the next year, FSA/CCC is moving toward an electronic method for processing producers’ checks. This will allow FSA/CCC to process collections faster. When producers present checks, either in person or through the mail, the checks will be converted into an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). The funds will be debited from the producer’s account, usually within 24 hours of receipt. Please see the U.S. Department of Treasury legal notices posted in the Service Center or visit the following U.S. Department of Treasury Internet site for detailed information: https://www.pccotc.gov/pccotc/pcc/usingpcc/Legal%20Notices/legalnotices.htm Note: FSA/CCC will begin this process in the coming months.

What is PCC - OTC? PCC – OTC is a process for converting paper checks presented to FSA into electronic debits to the producer’s bank account. It presents many benefits, such as reducing lost/misplaced checks and paper handling. This improves customer relations, speeds the check clearing process, and reduces the potential for human error.
How will my checks be handled? If the check is presented in person, the check will be scanned into the system, voided, and stamped with the words, “Electronically Processed” or “Electronically Presented” and the voided check will be returned to the customer. If the check is mailed to FSA, the check will be scanned into the system and voided. The customer will not receive the check back from FSA. FSA will hold checks for up to 14 calendar days to ensure that the item was successfully processed, and then FSA will shred the check.
How quickly will funds be transferred from my account? The transfer of funds from your account could occur within 24 hours. Therefore, you should be sure that you have sufficient funds in your account to process the transaction. If you do not have sufficient funds, we may initiate the transaction again.
How will this transaction appear on my account statement? The transfer of funds will be reflected on your account statement. The transaction may be recorded in a different place on your statement than where your checks normally appear, such as under “other withdrawals” or “other transactions”.
What are my rights if there is a problem with the transaction? You have protections under Federal law for an unauthorized electronic fund transfer from your account. You should contact your financial institution immediately if you believe that the transaction reported on your account statement was not properly authorized or is otherwise incorrect.  
County Committee Elections

Be watching your mailbox for your official county office committee election ballot. Ballots will be mailed to all eligible voters starting on November 5, 2010. If, for some reason, you don’t receive a ballot, feel free to notify the county FSA office. Completed and signed ballots are due back in the county office by close of business on December 6, 2010.

FSA Financial Services Web Site

Farm Service Agency would like to announce a new web page to assist customers with their FSA Financial needs. Included in the web page will be:

· How to get access to financial applications

· Walk through instructions on financial applications

· Financial Fact Sheets

· Examples of Disbursement Statements

· Electronic Form link

Please go to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/fmi for more information.
USDA Announces Loan Program for Natural Resource Conservation
USDA Farm Service Agency announced the launch of a Conservation Loan (CL) program that will provide farm owners and farm-related business operators access to credit to implement conservation techniques that will conserve natural resources. 

Conservation Loans provide farmers, who want to implement conservation measures on their lands, a chance to do so by providing assistance with their up-front costs.  In return, these producers will help reduce soil erosion, improve water quality and promote sustainable and organic agricultural practices.
Direct CLs can be obtained through local Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices with loan limits up to $300,000.  Guaranteed CLs up to $1,112,000 are available from lenders working with FSA. 

CL funds can be used to implement conservation practices approved by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), such as the installation of conservation structures; establishment of forest cover; installation of water conservation measures; establishment or improvement of permanent pastures; implementation of manure management; and the adaptation of other emerging or existing conservation practices, techniques or technologies.
For more information on the Conservation Loan program, contact the New Hampshire FSA Farm Loan Office at (603) 223-6003 or visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov.  
Important Dates
November 5 – County committee ballots mailed to voters
November 11 – Veterans Day (Office Closed)

November 25 – Thanksgiving (Office Closed)
December 6 – Completed & Signed Election Ballots due
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET CENTER at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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