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COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS
Recently, elections were held in LAA 3 and LAA 4.  In LAA 3, Timothy Gowen won re-election with 28 votes, John Luther, First Alternate, and Gardiner Stetson, Second Alternate, both received 1 vote each as write-ins.  Tie votes are settled by lot which determines the first and second alternate.  In LAA 4, Hank Kenney III won the committee seat with 25 votes, Angela Hauri became First Alternate with 12 votes and Tracie Smith is Second Alternate with 1 write-in vote.  We want to congratulate Tim and Hank on their wins and we look forward to working with them.  The Committee is a vital link in FSA as they play an important part with the administration of many old and new farm bill programs.  We want to thank all of you who took the time to vote for the committeeperson of your choice.  At their meeting in January, the Committee voted in Dave Adams as Chairperson and Tim Gowen as Vice-Chairperson.  A BIG Thank You to Ellen Clement who has been on our committee for the last 9 years and who has worked tirelessly for the producers in her area as well as the two-county region.

CROP INSURANCE DEADLINE APPROACHES

Producers are reminded that the final date to apply for crop insurance on most insurable spring planted crops for this year is March 15.  Current policyholders also have until March 15 to make any changes to their existing contracts.  Crop insurance provides protection against losses due to natural perils like drought, hail, wind, and excessive moisture.  The March 15 sales closing date applies to Corn, Forage Seeding, and Fresh Market Sweet Corn.  Farmers may also want to inquire about Crop Revenue Coverage, a revenue plan that offers protection against market price declines for corn.  Producers are strongly urged to contact a local crop insurance agent as soon as possible for premium quotes and more details.  For a list of crop insurance agents in your area, contact the local USDA Farm Service Agency office or log on to the Risk Management Agency web site at:  http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/.
NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE  PROGRAM  (NAP)
March 15 is also the deadline for those annual spring seeded crops that are not covered under the RMA Crop Insurance Program.  The service fee is $250 per crop not to exceed $750 per county.  Limited resource farmers may request a waiver of service fees.  If interested in signing up for 2010 coverage, please give us a call.  REMINDER:  to qualify for the new SURE disaster program, a producer will need to have crop insurance and/or NAP coverage on all their crops of economic significance.
CONTINUOUS CRP

The continuous Conservation Reserve Program is a private lands environmental improvement program that allows participants the opportunity to enroll environmentally sensitive acreages in conservation practices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and soil quality and provide wildlife habitat and food sources.

The continuous CRP program is a voluntary enrollment program.  Eligible landowners enter into contracts that range from 10 to 15 years in length.  In return, the landowners will receive annual rental and maintenance payments, incentive payments for certain activities, and cost share for establishment.

To be eligible for enrollment in the continuous CRP, participants and acreage must meet certain requirements.  Provided the eligibility requirements are met, FSA will automatically accept enrollments of acreage into continuous CRP.  Landowners may enroll in the program at any time during the year.

For more information on continuous CRP enrollments, please contact this office.

SUPPLEMENTAL REVENUE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SURE)

Signup for SURE began on January 4, 2010.  This program was approved as part of the 2008 Farm Bill and was designed to take the place of the old ad hoc disaster programs.  SURE provided crop disaster assistance payments to eligible producers on farms that have incurred crop production or crop quality losses.  The program takes into consideration crop losses on all crops grown by a producer nationwide.  SURE provides assistance in an amount equal to 60 percent of the difference between the SURE farm guarantee and total farm revenue.  The farm guarantee is based on the amount of crop insurance and Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage on the farm.  Total farm revenue takes into account the actual value of production on the farm as well as insurance indemnities and certain farm program payments.
To be eligible for SURE, producers must have suffered at least a 10 percent production loss on a crop of economic significance.  In addition, producers must meet the risk management purchase requirement by either obtaining a policy or plan of insurance, under the Federal Crop Insurance Act or NAP coverage, for all economically significant crops.  For 2008 crops, producers had the opportunity to obtain a waiver of the risk management purchase requirement through a buy-in provision.  Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a beginning farmer or rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligible for SURE without a policy or plan of insurance or NAP coverage.  No deadline for this program has been announced.
                                                IMPORTANT DATES

               Mar 15 – NAP and crop insurance deadline for Annual Spring-Planted Crops
                                      Ongoing – Continuous Conservation Reserve Program
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