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     2010 DCP Signup  

Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) has begun and will 
continue through June 1, 2010. Call us at 
785-332-2183 to schedule your appoint-
ment.   
  
USDA computes DCP Program payments us-
ing base acres and payment yields established 
for each farm. Eligible producers receive di-
rect payments at rates established regardless 
of market prices. For 2010, eligible producers 
may receive advance direct payments based 
on 22 percent of the direct payment. You 
choose which month you would like the ad-
vance to come. Counter-cyclical payment 
rates vary depending on market prices and are 
issued only when the effective price for a 
commodity is below its target price. Final di-
rect payments are usually issued in October.  
Some items that will jeopardize your pay-
ments include:  Not controlling wind and wa-
ter erosion and allowing weeds to go to seed. 
 

The ACRE Option 
 
ACRE (Average Crop Revenue Election) is 
one of the new Programs.  ACRE requires 
you to sign into the program, much as you 
do for the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Pro-
gram (DCP).  The optional ACRE program 
provides a safety net based on State revenue 
losses and acts in place of the price-based 
safety net of counter cyclical payments un-
der DCP.  An ACRE payment is issued 
when both the state and your crop have in-
curred a revenue loss. A farm's payment is 
based on a revenue guarantee calculated us-
ing a 5-year average state yield and the most 
recent 2-year national price for each eligible 
commodity. For 2010, the 2-year price aver-
age will be based on the 2008 and 2009 crop 
years.  In exchange for participating in 
ACRE, in addition to not receiving counter-
cyclical payments, a farm's direct payment is 
reduced by 20 percent, and marketing assis-
tance loan rates are reduced by 30 percent. 
  

The decision to enroll in the ACRE Pro-
gram is irrevocable. The owner of the farm 
and all producers on the farm must agree 

to enroll in ACRE. Once enrolled, the farm 
will be enrolled for that initial crop year 

and will remain in ACRE through the 2012 
crop year.  The farm can be in DCP or 

ACRE but not both. If you wish to enroll 
for 2010, the deadline is June 1, 2010.  

 

        
Acreage Reports Needed 

 
We are now able to take acreage reports for 
anything you have planted so far for 2010.  
This would include wheat, triticale, oats and 
grass.  Acreage reports of all crops are re-
quired for many of our programs, including 
SURE (Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Program) and the basic farm program pay-
ments.  Please call us at 785-332-2183 to 
schedule an appointment.  Time can be saved 
by providing us with your crop insurance in-
formation showing your crops and the plant-
ing dates in advance of your appointment. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Disaster Assistance Programs 

 
The 2008 Farm Bill created new disaster 
programs, collectively referred to as Sup-
plemental Agriculture Disaster Assistance 
programs. These programs include: 
 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
(SURE) Program 
 
To be eligible for these programs, producers 
must purchase at least catastrophic risk pro-
tection (CAT) level of crop insurance for all 
insurable crops and/or Noninsured Crop Dis-
aster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage 
for non-insurable crops under SURE. 
 
Producers who meet the definition of a So-
cially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource Pro-
ducer, or Beginning Farmer or Rancher, do 
not have to meet this risk management pur-
chase requirement. 
 
The LIP (Livestock Indemnity Program) 
compensates producers for livestock deaths 
in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather conditions.  A notice of loss along 
with proof of the death must be filed within 
30 days after the loss is apparent. 
 
Best Interest Rates Around  

Short term loans on your commodities are availa-
ble at great interest rates to help with operating 
expenses while allowing you to hold on to your 
grain for a while prior to selling.  Our December 
interest rate was 1.375%.   

Loan Rates 
Wheat Corn Sorghum Sunflowers 
$ 2.53 $ 1.94 $ 3.20 $ 10.13 

 

         Let It Snow 

Deceased  Producers 
Once an owner or operator passes away, various actions must be taken to ensure that future payments and eligibility for other programs 
is continued. Copies of Wills, Personal Representative designations, Trust or Estate papers, tax ID numbers, and other related informa-
tion and documents must be provided to our office so our records can be updated.  Delayed actions can result in a loss of benefits, such 
as ineligibility for loans, Efficiency Payments (LDP), Direct & Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP), Disaster payments and other FSA Pro-
gram Benefits. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
 
 

 
   Dates to Remember         

January 2008 SURE signup begins 

January 30 

Final date to file notice of loss & 
application for payment under Li-
vestock Indemnity Program for 
losses after July 14, 2009. Final 
date to file application for pay-
ment for 2008 or 2009 eligible 
grazing losses 

April 15 
Generally final date to certify 
grass for NAP if you are putting 
cattle out May 1 

May 31 
Deadline to certify small grain 
crops such as wheat, oats, and 
barley 

June 1 Final date to sign into DCP and 
ACRE programs 

August 1 Final date to certify corn, flowers, 
and other course grains or CRP 

 
     WEBSITES 

 
FSA - www.fsa.usda.gov 
Kansas FSA - www.fsa.usda.gov/ks 
USDA - www.usda.gov 
Obtain a Level 2 e-Authentication Account - 
www.eauth.egov.usda.gov 
DCP and ACRE - www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp 
 

FSA Farm Loan Programs 
 
FSA is agriculture’s lender of first and continuing op-
portunity.   We make farm operating and farm owner-
ship loans directly to borrowers.  We also guarantee 
loans made by commercial lenders.  We specialize in 
loans to beginning farmers with less than 10 years in 
farming, social disadvantaged (women & minorities), 
rural youth, and to long established farmers and ranch-
ers in need of FSA assistance.  Contact our Farm Loan 
office in Goodland 785-899-3070 for more information. 
 

Changing Banks 
 
Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made 
electronically using Direct Deposit. This innovation has 
cut down on the number of missing and late payments 
and reduced the time required to move funds.  It has 
been calculated that having a problem with a payment 
is 20 times greater with checks than with Direct Depo-
sit.  Another benefit is that Direct Deposit to your ac-
count can be made within 48 hours. 
 
To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to 
keep the county office staff up to date on changes you 
might make in your financial institutions. 
 
If you have changed accounts or institutions that might 
affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact 
the FSA county office so we can update our files to in-
sure continued uninterrupted service. 

 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because 
all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

 

SURE (Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program) 
 
SURE was one of the disaster programs created under the 2008 Farm Bill 
and is a successor to the prior Crop Disaster Programs. It provides financial 
assistance for farm revenue losses due to a natural disaster. Signup for 2008 
SURE begins in January, and Cheyenne County producers are eligible 
thanks to Disaster Designations.  We will also be eligible for 2009 crop 
losses.  For SURE program purposes, a “farm” refers to all acreage in all 
counties that is planted or intended to be planted to crops and all hay crops.  
In order to receive payments, your farm must have suffered at least a 10% el-
igible loss on at least one crop of economic significance.  Please call us at 
785-332-2183 for your appointment to sign up. 
 
In addition, producers must have crop insurance or Non-Insured Crop Disas-
ter Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for all crops excluding grazing lands. 
SURE does not pay for losses on crops intended for grazing.   

Farm Storage Facility Loans            
  
The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program allows producers of eligible 
commodities to obtain low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm storage 
and handling facilities.  
 
The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000. 
Participants are required to provide a down payment of 15 percent, with CCC 
providing a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligible 
storage facility and permanent drying and handling equipment. New loan 
terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the amount of the loan. 
Interest rates for each term rate may be different and are based on the rate 
which CCC borrows from the Treasury Department.  Rates for loans ap-
proved in December 2009 were:  3.000% for seven-year loan terms, 3.500% 
for 10-year loan terms and 3.750% for 12-year loan terms.  
 
Payments are available in the form of a partial disbursement and the remain-
ing final disbursement. The partial disbursement will be available after a por-
tion of the construction has been completed. The final fund disbursement will 
be made when all construction is completed. The maximum amount of the 
partial disbursement will be 50 percent of the projected and approved total 
loan amount. 
 
Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county office that main-
tains the farm's records. An FSFL must be approved before any site prepara-
tion or construction can begin. 
 
The following commodities are eligible for farm storage facility loans: 
• Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, wheat, barley or minor    

oilseeds harvested as whole grain 
• Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley harvested as other-than-

whole grain 
• Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and dry peas 
• Hay 
• Renewable biomass 
• Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold storage facilities 

Happy New Year  
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