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DCP Signup Continues

Signup for the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment
(DCP) Program continues until June 1, 2010. The June 1,
2010 deadline is mandatory for all participants. FSA will not
accept any late-filed applications.

FSA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and
payment yields established for each farm. Eligible producers
receive direct payments at rates established by statute
regardless of market prices. For 2010, you may request to
receive advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the
direct payment for each commaodity associated with the farm.
FSA will issue advance direct payments later this month.
Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on market
prices and are issued only when the effective price for a
commodity is statutorily set below its target price.

The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will save you time,
reduce paperwork and speed up contract processing at FSA
offices. It is available to anyone eligible to participate in the
DCP Program. To access this on-line service, you must have
an active USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account, which
requires filling out an online registration form at
http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov followed by a visit to the
local USDA Service Center for identity verification.

Producers eligible for the DCP Program are also able to enroll
in the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program or
the Counter-cyclical Program. You may first enroll in the
DCP Program, receive advance direct payments and then later
modify your enrollment to the ACRE program or you may
wait and elect to enroll in DCP and ACRE at the same time in
spring 2010.

SURE

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE)
provides benefits for farm revenue losses due to natural
disasters that incurred in the crop years 2008 through
September 30, 2011. To be eligible for SURE payments, a
producer is required to obtain crop insurance on all crops in
all counties or, if crop insurance is not available, to participate
in the Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) except for
grazed acreage. However, crop insurance or NAP coverage is
not required for crops that are not of economic significance or
those where the administrative fee required to buy NAP
coverage exceeds 10% of the value of the coverage.

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the definition of
Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, or Beginning
Farmer or Rancher are exempt from the risk management
purchase requirement.

The following are the conditions that trigger SURE payments:

« at least one crop of economic significance must
suffer a 10% production loss due to an eligible
disaster condition

» crop of economic significance is a crop that has
contributed or would have contributed at lease 5% or
more of the total expected revenue from all crops on
the farm

* producers in counties declared disaster counties by
the Secretary of Agriculture, or in contiguous
counties, or those who show proof of an individual
loss of at least 50% are eligible to receive SURE
payments for crop producer or crop quality losses.
Losses are measured with consideration to the whole-
farm revenue, which includes crop insurance
indemnities and commodity program payments, so
that producers are not paid more than once for the
same loss.

A SURE calculator is available at: www.fsa.usda.gov, then
click on Disaster Assistance Programs, then SURE. The
calculator is not official, but is intended for educational use.
A fact sheet and backgrounder are also available online. We
are currently taking applications for 2008 losses.

CRP Maintenance

CRP participants are reminded of their responsibility to
perform annual CRP maintenance as specified in their
Conservation Plan of Operations. A major problem in this
state is the invasion of undesirable plants including trees that
adversely impact the permanent grassland cover. FSA will be
conducting annual inspections of CRP to determine contract
violations.

Property Valuation on Expiring CRP

When CRP acreage expires, producers should notify their
county appraiser of the parcel number, acres, and legal
description so the property valuation assessment can be
changed to the appropriate property tax rate.
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Foreign Investors Reporting Rule

Foreign owners of U. S. agricultural land are required by
law to report their land holdings, acquit ions, leases of 10
years or more and land use changes within 90 days to the
local FSA office. Failure to report these changes can result in
a civil penalty of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of
their interest in the agricultural land.

Reasonable Accommodations

Reasonable accommaodations will be made, upon request, for
individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing
impairment to attend or participate in meetings or events
sponsored by the Farm Service Agency. If you require special
accommodations to attend or participate in one of our events,
please call the FSA county office and we will be happy to
make any needed arrangements.

NAP Loss Filing

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage
and prevented planting and may be completed by any
producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice
of Loss is required on for all crops including grasses. For
losses on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file
a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County Office within
15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-

576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting
date for the crop.

REPORT FSA FARM RECORD CHANGES

Report record changes such as the sale of any acreage,
operator change (for either fall or spring crops), estate or
other entity formation or dissolution now. All changes must
be reported to the county office within 30 days of the change.

Nondiscrimination Statement

USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived
from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720—
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or
(202) 720-6382 (TDD). “USDA is an equal opportunity provider,
employer, and lender.”

NAP Records

Production records for individual crops need to be filed with
our office to establish an approved NAP yield. If this is the
first year you participated in NAP, you can provide
production and acreage information from prior years to
establish your yield. If you participated in NAP in previous
years, you must report your production and acreage on a
yearly basis to keep your yield up-to-date. Records submitted
must be reliable or verifiable. Records need to show crop
disposition. We recommend producers submit production
records as soon as harvest is complete. All production
records must be submitted by the subsequent crop year’s final
acreage reporting date.

Direct and Guaranteed Loans

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family
farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs. If you are
having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, or
regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are
currently available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a
setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew your
loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained
as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed
loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,112,000.
Producers are encouraged to apply early so that a loan can be
processed and funded in a timely manner.

FSA employees will help you complete the necessary
application and other forms, and help you understand what
information is required, where to find it or who to contact to
getit. To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the
county office staff.

Dates to Remember

May 31, 2010 - Office closed for Memorial Day, Certify
Small Grains acreage, Final date to obtain loan or LDP on
feed grains, oilseeds, and cotton.

June 1, 2010 — Final date to apply for 2010 DCP or ACRE.

June 15, 2010 - Final date to submit the IRS Disclosure form
to IRS

May 31, 2010 — Acreage certification for small grains for
grain.

Aug 1, 2010 - Certify all other crops and CRP

June 1, 2010 — Deadline for DCP/ACRE signup



