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FARM SERVICE AGENCY

CROP REPORTING

The annual, timely and accurate reporting of
acres for all crops and land uses, including
failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits
for a variety of Farm Service Agency pro-
grams. All cropland on the farm must be
reported to receive benefits from the Direct
and Counter-cyclical Program, marketing
assistance loans and Load Deficiency Pay-
ments.

Conservation Reserve Program acreage
must be reported to receive annual rental
payments. A total farm acreage report is re-
quired for producers interested in a Sup-
plemental Revenue (SURE) Assistance
Program Payment, including grass acreage
which the producer has an interest.

Crop reports, form FSA-578, Report of
Acreage, must account for all cropland on a
farm, whether idle or planted. Producers
needed to have filed their acreage reports
by June 1 for small grains and have until
August 1 to file acreage reports for feed
grains. Late filed acreage reports require a
fee of $46 per farm.

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS

Accommodations will be made upon request
for individuals with disabilities, vision or
hearing impairment. If accommodations are
required, please contact the Carla Jackson at
the Nemaha County Office.

Haying and Grazing CRP

The frequency in which a CRP participant can
hay or graze their CRP contract has changed.
The Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)
has been released and published. The CRP
contracts once again have the opportunity to
hay or graze every three years in the state of
Kansas. Contact the County Office if you are
interested in modifying your Conservation
Plan of Operation.

Farm Reconstitutions

At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all
tracts having the same owner and the same
operator under one farm serial number.
When changes in ownership or operation
take place, a farm reconstitution is neces-
sary. If an owner or operator cannot agree
about program participation, like in the case
of the new ACRE program, then producers
should inquire about a reconstitution of the
farm at the local FSA office.

The reconstitution—or recon—is the
process of combining or dividing farms or
tracts of land based on the farming opera-
tion. Remember, to be effective for the cur-
rent year, recons must be requested by
August 2, 2010 for farms enrolled in specific
programs.

CROP DISASTER PROGRAM

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE) provides benefits for farm
revenue losses due to natural disasters that
incurred in the crop years 2008 through
September 30, 2011. To be eligible for
SURE payments, a producer is required to
obtain crop insurance on all crops in all
counties or, if crop insurance is not availa-
ble, to participate in the Non-Insured Assis-
tance Program (NAP) except for grazed
acreage. However, crop insurance or NAP
coverage is no longer required for crops that
are not of economic significance or those
where the administrative fee required to buy
NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the value of
the coverage.

The following are the conditions that trigger
SURE payments:

- At least one crop of economic significance
must suffer a 10% production loss due to an
eligible disaster condition

- Crop of economic significance is a crop
that has contributed or would have contri-
buted at least 5% or more of the total ex-
pected revenue from all crops on the farm

- Producers in counties declared disaster
counties by the Secretary of Agriculture, or
in contiguous counties, or those who show
proof of an individual loss of at least 50%
are eligible to receive SURE payments for
crop producer or crop quality losses.

Annual Program Requirements for
Price Support:

o All acreage on the farm must be re-
ported by applicable deadlines (FSA-
578).

e Compliance with sod/swampbuster
provisions (AD-1026).

e Person Determination (CCC-902)

e Has beneficial interest in the com-
modity.

e Shares a risk of producing the com-
modity.

e Not be convicted under Federal or
State law of a controlled substance vi-
olation.

e Average Gross Income Provisions ap-
ply.

¢ Not have a Federal non-tax debt.

Foreign Investors 90-Day
Reporting Rule

Foreign investors acquiring or transferring any
interest in agricultural land exceeding 10 acres
are required to report the transaction to FSA
within 90 days. Failure to disclose this interest
can result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent
of the land’s market value.
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The Nemaha County
FSA Office has several
employees who have
been recently recog-
nized for 25 years of
service or more. We
want to take the time to
“introduce” them to you
and tell them THANK
YOU for their dedica-
tion and years of ser-
vice:

Kay McCoy

Chris Christensen
Vicky Olenhouse
Charlene Boden
Truly, thank you for all
of your years of serving

the local farming com-
munity!

SPOUSAL SIGNATURE
AUTHORITY

Spouses are automatical-
ly able to sign most FSA
program documents on
behalf of one another
without a power of attor-
ney form on file. If you
wish to deny your spouse
the authority to sign for
you, written notification
must be furnished to the
appropriate FSA Office
in which you have an in-
terest.

Are you looking to retire? Are you looking for
a way to bring your son or daughter into your
farming operation? FSA can help provide fi-
nancing with programs geared to Beginning
Farmers and Ranchers.

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) partners with
local agricultural lenders to provide direct and
guaranteed loans to beginning farmers and
ranchers who would not be able to finance
their operations solely with commercial credit
sources. Each fiscal year, the Agency targets
a portion of its direct and guaranteed farm
ownership (FO) and operating loan (OL) funds
to beginning farmers and ranchers. * Operat-
ing Loan terms are from 1-7 years for the pur-
chase of crop inputs, feeder livestock,
breeding livestock or machinery. Farm Own-
ership loans are made to purchase and/or im-
prove farm real estate for the farming
operation and, depending on the program, are
made for up to 40 years.*

A beginning farmer or rancher is an individual
or entity who (1) has not operated a farm or
ranch for more than 10 years; (2) meets the
loan eligibility requirements of the program to
which he/she is applying; (3) substantially par-
ticipates in the operation; and, (4) for FO loan
purposes, does not own a farm greater than
30 percent of the median size farm in the
county. (Note: all applicants for direct FO
loans must have participated in business op-
eration of a farm for at least 3 years.) If the
applicant is an entity, all members must be
related by blood or marriage, and all stock-
holders in a corporation must be eligible be-
ginning farmers.

We’'d appreciate the opportunity to visit with
you about our loan programs and how they
can help you meet your goals in operating
your farm or ranch. Contact our Farm Loan
Staff, located in Nemaha County at (785) 336-
2164.

All changes of address, opera-
tor, ownership, and direct de-
posit should be reported as
soon as they are known
throughout the year.

Contact FSA before breaking
land, removing tree areas, re-
moving field boundaries re-
moving farm stored loan grain
or planting any crop that
might be a fruit or vegetable
on contract acreage.

Check your CRP Plan of op-
erations and remember to get
food plots planted if they are
in your plan.

Weeds/trees must be con-
trolled on Conservation Re-
serve acres.

July 5 Office Closed
August 1 | Last day to report fall crops.
Continues Rural Youth Loans for 10-20
Year Olds
Farm Operating and Farm
Conti Ownership Loans for Begin-
ontinues | . :
ning Farmers and Socially
Disadvantaged Applicants
Direct and Guaranteed Oper-
Continues | ating and Farm Ownership
Loans
Continues | Farm Storage Facility Loans
Continues Continuous Conservation Re-

serve Program

WEBSITES
FSA - www.fsa.usda.gov
Kansas FSA - www.fsa.usda.gov/ks

USDA - www.usda.gov
Obtain a Level 2 e-Authentication

Account - www.eauth.eqov.usda.qgov

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial sta-
tus, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because
all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice)
or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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