
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DCP / ACRE Sign-up Underway 
 
Now is the time to enroll your farm into the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) or the Average Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE) program for 2010.  
 
We sent out postcards in early January to all farm operators asking 
them to set up an appointment to enroll into DCP or ACRE, report 
acres, and complete new eligibility forms.  We are asking farm 
operators to take on the responsibility of taking DCP/ACRE 
contracts and payment eligibility forms to the necessary 
landowners for completion.  It will be very important for each 
landowner to view the completed items for accuracy, complete the 
highlighted areas, sign, and return the documents by June 1, 2010.  
If you receive forms and have questions when completing the 
document or if the completed information is not correct, please 
contact our office prior to sending it back.  
 
JUNE 1, 2010, is the final day to return ALL signatures on the 
2010 DCP or ACRE contracts.  There are NO late file provisions.  If 
all required signatures are not on file on June 1st, no one on the 
farm will receive payment for 2010.   
 
Please contact our office IMMEDIATELY to schedule an 
appointment to enroll in DCP or ACRE. 

Everyone that received an FSA or NRCS program payment in 2009 
or those that will receive one in 2010 must complete and send a 
consent form to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  The IRS will 
compare the actual tax data to the average AGI limitation amounts 
for the applicable 3-year periods.  The IRS results will be reported 
to FSA for compliance purposes.   

AGI Consent Forms Required 

 
The consent forms were mailed to you through a mass mailing 
process.  Please note the difference in the forms provided.  The 
CCC-927 is to be submitted for individuals that request payments 
under their social security numbers.  The CCC-928 is submitted for 
those entities (i.e. Trusts, LLC’s, Corporations) that have an 
employer tax identification number in which payments are issued 
to.  If the CCC-928 is applicable, all members of that entity must 
complete the CCC-927 since they have an indirect payment 
interest. 
 
Items 1 through 5 of the applicable form must be completed.  Once 
complete, the form will need to be mailed DIRECTLY to the 
address noted in the upper right hand corner of the form.  If you 
failed to get the form through the mass mailing another copy can 
be requested from our office.  We are also providing a copy at the 
time your farm is enrolled for payment in 2010.    
 
All forms must be mailed to the IRS within 60 days of signing, but 
must be received no later than June 15, 2010.  If you fail to 
submit the consent form timely, you will be considered out of 
compliance.  This will result in a refund of your 2009 and/or 2010 
payments.  Please contact our office if you have questions 
concerning the IRS consent form.      

 
Reporting Acreage 

 
Please remember that filing an accurate acreage report for all crops 
and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting 
acreage, will prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs. 
Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster 
event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting must 
be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date.   
 
All planted acres of small grains such as wheat, oats, barley, 
triticale, rye, etc. must be reported by May 31, 2010.  If you have 
already enrolled in DCP or ACRE and you decide to plant some 
oats, you will need to come back to report those acres by May 31st.     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report your 2010 Farm Operation Changes 
 

Please ensure your farm operation changes are timely reported to 
our office.  All changes of tenants and owners are to be reported 
within 30 days from the date the change is final. A farm, as defined 
by FSA, is generally made up of tracts that have the same owner 
and the same operator.  A sale of land in the farm or a tract of land 
within the farm would be an instance that requires notifying the 
local FSA office so a farm reconstitution can be initiated using the 
FSA-155, Request for Farm Reconstitution. Failure to timely report 
these changes, may result in over or under payments to the 
affected individuals.   

A special provision exists that would allow contract acres to be 
divided in a manner agreed to by all sellers and buyers.  The 
method of division, know as the “Designation by Landowner” 
provision, must be requested and requires all sellers and buyers 
agree to the method by signing the FSA-155, or providing a 
memorandum of understanding that includes signatures of all 
sellers and buyers. 

When notifying the county office of ownership changes, the 
designation by landowner method of division should be discussed 
to see if this method would result in a more satisfactory division of 
contract acres compared to the default method most commonly 
used for farm and tract divisions.  The designation by landowner 
method can only be used when requested and if all buyers and 
sellers agree in writing. 
 

Don’t forget about the Livestock Indemnity Program 
 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides benefits to 
livestock producers who suffered livestock deaths in excess of 
normal mortality caused by adverse weather.  Adverse weather 
events include tornados, floods, lightning, wildfires, winter storms, 
blizzards, extreme heat, and extreme cold. 
 
To be eligible for LIP, a livestock producer must have legally owned 
the livestock on the date of death and the livestock must be 
maintained for commercial use as part of a farming operation.  
Applicants must provide adequate documentation to prove the 
eligible deaths occurred as a direct result of the adverse weather 
event. 
 
A notice of loss must be filed within 30 calendar days after the 
death is apparent.  When the application for payment is filed, 
producers must provide an acceptable proof of death.  The death 
records must provide sufficient data to identify the quantity, kind, 
type, and weight range of the livestock.  This may include 
veterinary records, private insurance documents, rendering truck 
receipts, dated photos, or contemporaneous producer records.  
Allen County producers who dispose of livestock carcasses at the 
Allen County Landfill can request the scale operator to provide a 
print out for the FSA livestock program.  The scale attendant would 
need to document the quantity, type, and kind of livestock and sign 
the document.  Proof of death documents can be maintained by the 
livestock producer for non weather related deaths so normal 
mortality is not reduced from the LIP payment. 
 
Some of the death documents noted above require the livestock 
owner to also provide beginning and ending inventory records.  If 
you suffer livestock deaths due to adverse weather, please 
contact our office as soon as the loss is apparent to receive 
additional details on filing a notice of loss and provide an 
acceptable proof of death.  
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2008 Disaster Sign-up Underway 
 
Crop producers in Allen County and those counties contiguous may 
qualify for disaster benefits under the 2008 Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Program (SURE).  For a producer to be eligible for SURE 
ALL mechanically harvested crops on your farm MUST be covered 
by an insurance policy.  The “farm” definition under SURE is the 
sum of all crop acreage in all counties planted (or intended) for 
harvest and sale, or on farm livestock feeding, including native 
grassland intended for hay.  Insurance must have been purchased 
for all crops on your “farm” that are of economic significance.   
Economic significance is defined as any crop that contributed, or is 
expected to contribute 5% or more of the total expected value of 
all crops grown by the producer.   
 
In order to receive payments, the farm must suffer at least a 10% 
production loss on at least one crop of economic significance.  The 
sign up period began January 4, 2010 and no end date has been 
announced.   
 
If you feel you meet the eligibility requirements noted above, 
please contact our office IMMEDIATELY.  We will be able to 
download your crop insurance information and data load your 
application.  Once complete we will contact you to review and sign. 
 
Take Actions To Remain Eligible for 2010 Disaster Programs 
 
The same insurance requirements will apply if you want to ensure 
you are eligible for crop disaster benefits in 2010.  With this said, 
we have a very important insurance sales closing date approaching.  
If you want to be eligible for 2010 disaster, you need to make your 
spring planted crops of economic significance are covered.  MARCH 
15, 2010, is the sales closing date to purchase insurance on corn, 
soybeans, and grain sorghum.  MARCH 15th is also the final date 
to purchase a Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP) for course 
grains, vegetable and melon crops, cotton, nut crops, & sunflowers. 
 
NAP policies are purchased in our office.  They are catastrophic 
level coverage on crops in which you are not able to get covered 
from a multi-peril or revenue policy with your agent.  The cost is 
$250 per crop per administrative county not to exceed $750 per 
producer per administrative county with an $1875 maximum fee 
for multi-county producers. 
 
If you plan to plant very many acres of one of the crops noted 
above, please contact our office before MARCH 15th to get more 
information about purchasing a NAP policy. 
     

 
Farm Storage Facility Loans 

 
FSA offers seven, ten, or twelve year, low-interest loans to 
producers to build new or upgrade existing storage facilities and 
related essential, permanently affixed drying or handling 
equipment. Loan opportunities include, but are not limited to: 
 

• New conventional-type cribs or bins, oxygen-limiting and 
other upright silo-type structures, and flat-type, storage 
structures designed for whole grain storage 

• Perforated floors, safety equipment, electrical equipment 
and concrete components considered essential for a fully 
functional storage facility 

• Remodeling existing storage facility 
• Hay storage facilities 
• Biomass storage facilities 
• Cold storage for fruits and vegetables 

 
Farm storage facility loans must be approved prior to site 
preparation, equipment purchase or construction, and must be 
secured by a promissory note and security agreement. Loans 
exceeding $50,000 will require a real estate mortgage. 
 
The maximum loan amount will be 85 percent of the net cost of the 
applicant’s needed storage or handling equipment, not to exceed 
$500,000 per loan. A minimum down payment to the supplier or  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the contractor is required to bridge the gap between the net cost of 
the storage facility and the loan amount. Fixed interest rates on 
farm storage facility loans are equivalent to the rate of interest 
charged on U.S. Treasury Securities of comparable maturity on the 
date the loan is approved.  There is a $100 application fee. 
 

 

CRP Reminders 
 
CCRP - The Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) is a 
private lands environment improvement program that allows 
participants the opportunity to enroll acreages in conservation 
practices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and soil 
quality and provide wildlife habitat and food sources. 
 
The Continuous CRP program is a voluntary enrollment program. 
Eligible landowners enter into contracts that range from 10 to 15 
years in length. In return, the landowners will receive annual rental 
and maintenance payments, incentive payments for certain 
activities, and cost share for establishment. 
 
To be eligible for enrollment in the Continuous CRP, participants 
and acreage must meet certain requirements. Provided the 
eligibility requirements are met, FSA will automatically accept 
enrollments of acreage into Continuous CRP. Landowners may 
enroll in the program at any time during the year. 
 
For more information on Continuous CRP enrollments, please 
contract our office or visit: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/facts/html/crpcont03.html 
 
CRP Seeding Date:  If your land was accepted in a recent 
continuous sign-up or if you received a one year extension 
resulting from the wet conditions in 2009, please remember the 
requirement to complete your practice timely.  May 15th is the final 
seeding date for native grass.  Now would be a good time to think 
about completing these activities.  You will need to ensure you 
purchase the appropriate seed mixture and begin making 
arrangements for drilling.  Once your grass is seeded, please 
remember to submit all of your bills to our office as well as the 
seed tags to NRCS.  We will have some cost share forms for you to 
sign after completion.  If you have any questions about completing 
CRP practices, contact our office or NRCS. 
 
CRP Burning:  If you have CRP land, now is a good time to 
review your CRP conservation plan to see if you are required to 
burn the acreage in 2010.  This may be required as a maintenance 
or management practice in your contract.  All burning activities 
need to be completed before the primary nesting season which 
begins April 15th.  Once the burn has been completed, you will 
need to report this to the FSA office.  Failure to complete required 
CRP burns will result in noncompliance, and could make contract 
subject to termination.  If you have any questions pertaining to 
the burning requirements of your contract, please contact our 
office prior to April 15th. 
 
General CRP Sign-up Coming!  We have been informed that a 
general CRP sign up will be conducted in 2010.  General CRP sign 
ups allow eligible whole fields to be offered or reoffered for 
acceptance at the national level.  If you have an interest in 
offering new land or if you have CRP that has recently or will 
expire in 2010, stay in touch for the sign up details.   
 
 

COC Election Results 
 
Congratulations to Sandra Murrow who has been elected by 
producers in Local Administrative Area (LAA) #3.  We thank all of 
you who participated in the election.  Following are the election 
results.  Each person will serve a three year term. 
 
 Sandra Murrow - COC Member 

Daryl Drake - 1st alternate to COC 
 
We send out a special thanks to Marvin Sander, who spent 3 years 
representing producers in LAA #3.      
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