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USDA Reminds Puerto Rico Producers of the Availability of the Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) and the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) to those with Damages caused
by Tropical Storm Erika

The U.S. Department of Agriculture reminds PR producers to request NAP and TAP assistance for
losses caused by Tropical Storm Erika during August 27 and 28, 2015.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)

When a crop or planting is affected by a natural disaster, producers with NAP coverage must notify
the FSA office where their farm records are maintained and complete the Notice of Loss. This must
be completed within 15 calendar days of the earlier of a natural disaster occurrence or the date
that damage to the crop or loss of production becomes apparent.

Producers of hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops must contact FSA within 72 hours
of when a loss becomes apparent.

Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. Producers are encouraged
to contact the FSA local office as soon as possible.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP)

TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or
rehabilitate eligible trees and bushes damaged by natural disasters.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree and bush loss in excess of 15 percent
mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees and bushes must have been owned
when the natural disaster occurred.

To submit a TAP application and supporting documentation, producers have 90 calendar days of
the disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent.

To find more information of FSA programs, contact your local FSA office at http://offices.usda.gov/
or visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov .
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Questions?
Please contact your local FSA Office.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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