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2007 Crop Reports (Crop Certification)

We are requesting that producers drop off their maps by May 31st if seeding has been completed. We will start loading
crop reports in early June and this should allow most producers the opportunity to complete their FSA crop report prior to
the June 30t deadline to complete their crop insurance acreage report. The final deadline to submit your 2007 maps
with crops identified is July 15th; however, please drop them off by May 31st, or shortly after planting is completed.

Filing a crop report is mandatory for producers and farms participating in DCP, CRP, NAP, LDPs, and Price Support
loans. Failure to file an acreage report can result in a loss of program benefits. Producers who do not complete an
acreage report by July 15th will be required to pay a field visit verification fee to inspect all of the fields reported.

Producers need to report what their intention is for each crop at the time the acreage report is submitted. It is very
important that the same acreage, crops, and intended uses be reported to both crop insurance and FSA. For example, a
field of barley for hay or grain must be reported with the same intended use to both agencies. It is not permissible to
report a field of barley for grain to crop insurance and then report the same field to FSA as barley for hay. We realize that
many producers do not know exactly which fields will be hayed or harvested for grain until late July or early August,
however, we can assist you with what steps need to be done if the intended use of a crop changes after the June 30th
crop insurance reporting deadline or the July 15th FSA reporting deadline has passed.

2007 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) Deadline — August 3, 2007

The sign-up deadline for 2007 DCP has been extended from June 1st to August 3rd, 2007. The decision to extend the
deadline was made as a result of earlier computer networking problems that hampered FSA’s ability to process DCP
enrollments. Enrollment in DCP for the 2007 contract period began on October 1, 2006.

The extension applies only to the enroliment time frame and does not extend the annual DCP contract period beyond
September 30, 2007. A late-file fee of $100 will be assessed for farms that are enrolled after August 3, 2007 but no later
than September 30, 2007. Applications filed after September 30, 2007 cannot be approved.

Direct Payments are based on a farm’s historical commodity bases and yields. For crop year 2007, an advance payment
of 22 percent may be requested with the final payment to be issued in October. Counter-cyclical payments are made to
producers when the effective price for eligible commodities is less than the target price.

We encourage you to signup early to avoid the $100 late file fee. Contact the office to set up an appointment.

Noninsured Assistance Program (NAP) Livestock Pull-Off Dates

Each FSA County Committee determines the date when livestock must be removed from NAP forage acres each spring.
The date determined in Dawson County is May 1, 2007. The pull off date for crops intended for grass seed is April 1st in
all Montana counties.



Responsibilities for CRP Contract Holders

CRP contract holders have certain responsibilities for carrying out the terms and conditions of the CRP contract. Those

include, but are not limited to:

v" Control all weeds, insects, pests and other undesirable species to the extent necessary to ensure that the establishment
and maintenance of the approved cover is adequately protected and there is no adverse impact on surrounding land.

v" Establish and maintain the required vegetative or water cover and other required practices.

v" No activity may be conducted on CRP acres without authorization.

v" Prior approval must be received from FSA before any harvesting, grazing or other commercial use of the forage may
begin.

v" If land with a CRP contract is sold, the new owners should notify the local county FSA office if they want to continue the
contract.

If the land is sold and the new owner does not wish to continue the CRP contract, you will be required to repay all payments

received on the contract plus interest and liquidated damages. Liquidated damages are equal to 25 percent of the annual

rental payment on those acres not contracted by the new owner.

NRCS Field Office Happenings

Monitoring Workshop

The NRCS field office is going to have a Monitoring Workshop for producers on May 23rd, 2007. The day will start at
9:30am at the NCRS conference room with classroom activities then move into the field. This workshop will give examples
of the reasons for monitoring your rangeland, provide an easy way to monitor their range utilization and livestock distribution
by doing transects, identifying plants, range trends, and building simple monitor cages. There will be a session on how to
use your GPS to help you with monitoring.  If you are interested in attending, please call the NRCS field office at 377-
5566, Ext. 3. Hope to see you there.

EQIP - Environmental Quality Incentives Program Deadline

This conservation program is for farmers and ranchers who want to solve their natural resource concerns. This program
looks at the whole place and a comprehensive conservation plan is developed. EQIP offers financial, educational and
technical help to install or implement structural, vegetative and management practices in 5 to 10 year contracts. Some of
the practices are stockwater pipelines/tanks, wells, pasture seeding, fences, buried mainlines, gated pipe and pivots. Some
of the management practices are prescribed grazing, nutrient management, pest management and irrigation water
management. Applications are ranked according to environmental benefits achieved weighted against the costs of applying
the practices. EQIP seeks to maximize environmental benefits per dollar spent. The signup deadline is June 1st for the
2008 program. Anyone interested in this program should stop and see us at the NRCS office.

Changing Financial Institutions

Almost all FSA payments are made electronically using direct deposit. This innovation has cut down on the number of
missing and late payments and reduced the time required to move funds. It has been determined that the chance of having
a problem with a payment is 20 times greater with checks than with direct deposit. Another benefit is that direct deposit to
your account can be made within 48 hours.

To keep the system running smoothly, it's critical to keep the county office staff up to date on changes you might make in
your financial institutions.

If you have changed accounts or institutions that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact the office so
we can update our files to ensure continued uninterrupted service.



Measurement Service Charges

Farm measurement is charged at:

e Basic farm fee of $30.00;

e Plus an hourly rate of $16.00 for the first hour and $8.00 for each additional %2 hour after the first hour. The minimum is
1 hour.

The hourly rate includes the time to travel from the FSA county office to the farm, complete the measurement service and
return to the county office.

An “Initial Fee” is required at the time the measurement service is requested and the fee must be collected before the
measurement service is performed. The initial fee will be the basic rate plus the hourly minimum. Once the service has
been completed the actual fee will be calculated. The initial fee will be subtracted from the calculated fee and a letter will
be sent informing you of the additional amount owed. If the amount is $9.99 or less then an additional fee is not required.

In-office measurements are charged at:
e abasic farm rate of $15.00 plus a 30-minute minimum rate of $8.00.

Bin site measurements will be calculated according to the farm number and the physical location of the bins:
o for one farm with multiple bin sites, only one FSA-409 (a written request to have acreage measured by FSA) is
required;
o for multiple farms and all the grain is stored in bins at one site, only one FSA-409 is required where the bin site
is physically located;
o for multiple farms with a different bin site for each farm, a separate FSA-409 is required for each farm and bin
site.

2007 Loan Rates Announced for Dry Peas and Lentils
The 2007 crop year dry pea loan rate is $6.12 per cwt., and the lentils loan rate is $10.97 per cwt.

The following 2007 crop year loan rates were previous announced as follows: spring wheat - $2.42 per bushel, winter
wheat - $2.52 per bushel, durum - $2.79 per bushel, barley - $1.60, oats - $1.25 per bushel, safflower - $7.32 per cwt.,
flax - $8.95 per cwt., corn - $2.07 per bushel, soybeans - $4.47 per bushel.

The following deadlines apply for 2007 crop year loan rates:
e January 31, 2008 — wool and mohair
e March 31, 2008 — wheat, barley, oats, canola, and flaxseed
e May 31, 2007 - corn, peas, lentils, safflower, and soybeans

Women Stepping Forward For Agriculture Symposium

Mark your calendars for the annual Women Stepping Forward for Agriculture Symposium to be held October 2 & 3, 2007
at the Beaverhead Golf Course in Dillon, Montana.

A great slate of topics will be discussed such as water rights and the adjudication process; MT Challenge; Biosecurity at
the Ranch; Natural Beef and Carbon Sequestration just to name some of the topics and presentations that will be
covered during the two day event.

The symposium will begin at 8:00 a.m. on October 2nd with registration and end on October 3rd at 3:00 p.m.

Continue to watch the newsletter for further details.
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Hulless (waxy) Barley and Oats

Beginning with the 2007 crop year hulless (waxy) barley and hulless oats are ineligible for Price Support Loans and loan
deficiency payments (LDP).

Dates to Remember

May 28th - office closed for Memorial Day Holiday

June 1st — deadline to apply for 2008 EQIP contracts

June 30th — deadline to complete crop insurance acreage report with crop insurance agent
July 15th — deadline to submit 2007 maps to this office for acreage reporting purposes

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family
status. Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center
at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.

Special accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision or hearing impaired person upon request.
If accommodation is required, please phone or visit Dave Safty at 377-5566, ext. #2.



	
	Microsoft Word - NEWSLE#1 _3_.DOC.rdo
	

	Microsoft Word - NEWSLE#2 _2_.DOC.rdo
	

	Microsoft Word - NEWSLE#3 _3_.DOC.rdo
	

	Microsoft Word - NEWSLE#4 _3_.DOC.rdo
	



