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Annual DCP Enrollment

To participate in DCP, producers are required to
designate shares and sign the Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Program Contract (CCC-509) on a yearly
basis. The annual DCP sign-up period runs from
October 1 to June 1 of the applicable program year. To
be considered enrolled timely; the CCC-509 must be
submitted by June 1 of the applicable program year. In
cases where a farm is reconstituted, all resulting farms
will need to enroll (signatures obtained) if the
producers intend to participate. CCC-509s with
signatures obtained after June 1, but by September 30,
will be accepted, but the farm will be assessed a late-
filed sign-up fee of $100. All  supporting
documentation, such as CCC-502, AD-1026, and CCC-
526, must be submitted before payments can be issued.
Annual acreage reports indicating uses of all cropland
on a farm must be filed by the applicable established
reporting dates.  Acreage reports filed after the
applicable final reporting date may be accepted if all
requirements are met and a late-filed fee is paid.

DCP payments are calculated by taking 85 percent of
the base acres, multiplied by the farm yield, times the
applicable payment rate, times the producer share.
Producers may receive an advance of the direct
payment, beginning on December 1 of the program
year. Final direct payments will be made on or after
October 1 following the contract period. Counter-
cyclical payments may also be authorized for one or
more covered commodities, depending on the projected
and actual market prices. Producers may elect to
receive up to two counter-cyclical payments per year:
(1) the first partial payment, if any, is available after the
first six months of the marketing year, and (2) final
payment, if any, is made after the end of the marketing
year for each eligible crop. Producers who do not elect
to take the first advance payments will receive the
entire counter-cyclical payment at the end of the
marketing year. The amount of a counter-cyclical
payment is dependent upon the average of the actual
prices received by farmers during the marketing year.

Refunds Not Reported on CCC-1099-G
Refunds to FSA are no longer reported on the 1099-G.
For a report of refunds for 2006, you may contact your
local Farm Service Agency office.

Reporting Farm Changes

It is the producer’s responsibility to notify the Farm Service
Agency of any changes in his or her farming operation or
entity status throughout the year. Changes that may affect a
determination include a change in contract shares of a
contract which may reflect change of land lease from cash
rent to share rent or from share rent to cash rent;
modification of a variable/fixed bushel rent arrangement; a
change in the size of the producer's farming operation by the
addition or deletion of a farm; a change in the structure of the
farming operation, including any change in the member's
shares; a change in the contributions of farm inputs of
capital, equipment, active personal labor, or active personal
management; and a change of farming interest not previously
disclosed on CCC-502 or update, including the farming
interests of a spouse or minor child.

Farmer’s Choice of Administrative County
Until recently, the County Administrative office for
program participants was basically the county office in
which the principal farm operator resided. Now a change
in a farm’s administrative county may be permitted without
completing a farm combination in the receiving county if
the producer documents that the changed administrative
County Office is significantly more convenient. The
county must be an adjoining or contiguous county to where
the farm is physically located. Changing an administrative
County Office because of convenience is a one time
selection (for the current operator) and will not be used
to evade program rules.

Those who use the convenience method will still be able to
vote for county committee candidates running for county
committee in their original county’s Local Administrative
Area, however they will not be permitted to be a candidate
for that county’s committee.

A farm transfer can be initiated by the farm’s operator or
owner or the receiving or transferring county committee.
All owners and operator must sign a FSA-179,
TRANSFER OF FARM RECORDS BETWEEN
COUNTIES.

Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon request for
individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing
impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals
should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by
phone.
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Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office
personally because of work schedules, distance, health,
etc., we have a power of attorney form available that
enables you to designate another person to conduct your
business at the office. If you are interested, please contact
our office or any Farm Service Agency office near you for
more information.

Spousal Signatures

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of
each other as individuals for FSA and Commaodity Credit
Corporation programs in which either has an interest. This
option is automatically available unless a written request
for exclusion is made to the county office staff by either
spouse.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be
electronically transferred into your bank account. In order
for timely payments to be made, producers need to notify
the FSA county office staff if your account has been
changed or if another financial institution purchases your
bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not
aware of updates to your account and routing numbers.

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of
a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for
USDA payments or benefits. Violations include planting,
harvesting or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited
plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug
producing plants.

Payment Limitation/Eligibility

USDA payments and benefits are subject to producer
eligibility and limitation provisions as defined by law.
Documents and forms to determine eligibility and
limitation once completed are reviewed on an annual basis.
It is the producer’s responsibility to report changes in the
farming operation which may affect payment eligibility
and payment limitation.

The following payments apply to DCP for each contract
year under the new Farm bill comes through both direct
and counter-cyclical payments. For all covered
commodities, except peanuts: $40,000 for direct payments
and $65,000 for counter-cyclical payments. For peanuts:
$40,000 for direct payments and $65,000 for counter-
cyclical payments. The Environmental Quality Incentive
Program has a $450,000 payment limitation. The
Conservation Reserve Programs annual limit is $50,000
per person.

Entities such as corporations, limited partnerships, trusts
and estates are required to provide names, addresses, and
ID numbers of their members.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act
requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to
report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The
Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.
Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural
land in the county are required to report the transaction to
FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the
AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25
percent of the fair market value of the property. County
government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others
involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify
foreign investors of these reporting requirements.

FSA Signature Policy

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in ‘_/\
o/
X

program benefits. The following are FSA signature guidelines:

e A married woman shall sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe

e For a minor, FSA requires the minor’ signature and one from an eligible parent NOTE: by signing the applicable
document, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc.

e When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form, or be a
variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement. Example - John W. Smith is on the
form. The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith. Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. Mary
Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc. NOTE: Some programs may require full legal name and signhature.

e Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an interest,
unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office

e Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations, or other similar entities

e Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts shall consist of an
indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, individual's name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and
name of entity.

FSA offices will be monitoring the above as well as all other eligibility requirements very carefully for 2007.




Applications for FSA Loans

Farmers and ranchers that intend to apply to the Farm Service Agency for loan assistance for the upcoming crop year are
encouraged to file their applications as early as possible. Filing early will help ensure that your loan is processed and
approved as early as possible so that planting decisions can be made. Failure to apply early can result in a delay in
processing loans due to the volume of applications that must be processed in date order. Contact your local FSA farm loan

manager or officer for more details and assistance in applying.

Youth Loans

Remember FSA makes operating loans to individual
rural youths age 10 through 20 to establish and operate
income producing projects. These projects must be of
modest size and be initiated, developed, carried out by
rural youths participating in 4-H Clubs, FFA, or a
similar organization or with a vocational teacher or
county extension agent. The project must be an
organized and supervised program of work. It must be
planned and operated with the assistance of the
organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan, and provide the youth with practical
business and educational experience. Contact your
local FSA office for more details.
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Visit the FSA website at:
www.fsa.usda.gov

Farm Storage Facility Loans Storage
Limitations

If you noticed you didn’t have enough room to store
your silage then maybe it is time for a new bunker. Did
you know FSA’s Facility Loan Program provides
funding to finance bunkers and other facilities to store
silage and high moisture corn?

Maintaining Grain Quality

This year’s bumper grain crop has its obvious up side,
but there is a downside too. Many producers are hard
pressed to find adequate storage for every bushel
harvested. Before giving in to the temptation to overfill
storage bins, producers should think about the problems
that can result.

Overfilling storage bins can result in spoiled grain. Bins
are meant to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are
overfilled and grain is heaped up, airflow is hindered and
the chance of spoilage increases.

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and
use the farm-stored grain as collateral should remember
that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of
the commodity for the term of the loan.

Loans for Socially Disadvantaged

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) can make and
guarantee loans to socially disadvantaged applicants to
buy and operate family size farms and ranches. Funds
specifically for these loans are reserved each year. A
socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher is one of a
group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as
members of the group without regard to their individual
qualities.  For purposes of this program, socially
disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, and
Asians and Pacific Islanders. Contact your local FSA
Farm Loan Manager or Officer for more details and
assistance in applying.

Appeal Process

After an FSA official makes a decision on your request
for USDA services or application, you will be sent a
letter informing you of the decision and options you can
pursue if you disagree.

Generally, program participants have three choices — an
informal review with the original agency decision-
maker, an opportunity for mediation and appeal to the
USDA National Appeals Division.

Customer Statement

January signals the beginning of a new year, and a time
to gather financial records and start thinking about filling
out a 1040. Producers who have signed up for a USDA
eAuthentication Level 2 account will have a little online
help in that they will be able to access their farm data via
their Customer Statement.

The Customer Statement puts a range of USDA services
and programs into a single report that’s at your fingertips
and available online, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
It allows USDA customers to view their participation,
application and payment status in various commodity
and conservation programs; information on farm loans;
and conservation plan and land unit information.

USDA Offices closed
February 19
In observance of
Washington'’s Birthday
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Attention Producers, Landowners!

Do you intend to clear timber areas to create or to expand existing crop areas?

Are you converting a pasture field into a crop field?

Are there any areas on your farm that you are considering cropping that have not been

cropped in recent years?

Is there a wet spot in a field that you want drain to make cropping easier?

Are you disturbing a wildlife habitat area of any type?

Are you doing anything different on your farm this year?
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These are highly erodible and wetlands provision questions that need to be considered each year by producers to assure that
they may remain eligible for USDA benefits. If you have any question or concern that something you plan to do on your
farm could jeopardize your eligibility for benefits, please contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service

representative before you begin work.

County Offices in District 3

Tom Balser, District Director

Audrain County Clark County

Mexico, MO Kahoka, MO

Phone: 573-581-1406 Phone: 660-727-3364
Fax: 573-581-7283 Fax: 660-727-3089

COC Meeting: 2" Tuesday COC Meeting: 2" Thursday
Lincoln County Macon County

Troy, MO Macon, MO

Phone: 636-528-4113 Phone: 660-385-2616
Fax: 636-3528-9582 Fax: 660-385-4923

COC Meeting: 2™ Wednesday COC Meeting: 3™ Monday
Pike County Ralls County

Bowling Green, MO New London, MO

Phone: 573-324-3313 Phone: 573-985-8611
Fax: 573-324-2475 Fax: 573-985-3928

COC Meeting: 1* Thursday COC Meeting: 1* Thursday

Knox County

Edina, MO

Phone: 660-397-2559
Fax: 660-397-3289

COC Meeting: 2" Tuesday

Marion County

Palmyra, MO

Phone: 573-769-2235
Fax: 573-769-4460

COC Meeting: 2™ Tuesday

Shelby County
Shelbyville, MO
Phone: 573-633-2440
Fax: 573-633-1406

COC Meeting: 3" Wednesday

Lewis County

Monticello, MO

Phone: 573-767-5275

Fax: 573-767-5495

COC Meeting: 2™ Thursday

Monroe County

Paris, MO

Phone: 660-327-4137

Fax: 660-327-4507

COC Meeting: 3 Wednesday

*County Committees (COC) meet once a month. Please contact the applicable County Office for the time and place of meeting.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require

alternative means for communication of program information (braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and

TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,

! Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).




