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 The sign-up deadline for the 2007 Direct and Counter-cyclical Pro-
gram (DCP) has been extended to August 3, 2007. 
The extension is due to issues involving the performance of the Farm Service 
Agency's web-based computer system.  The late-file fee of $100 will only be 
assessed for farms that are enrolled after August 3, 2007 and before Sep-
tember 30, 2007. 
 Enrollment in DCP for the 2007 contract period began on October 1, 
2006, and was scheduled to end on June 1, 2007.  The extension applies 
only to the enrollment time frame, and does not extend the DCP contract pe-
riod. 

2007 DCP Sign-Up  

 Do You Require Financial Assistance to Fund Conservation Program 
Initiatives? 
 USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) have worked together to make conservation programs 
more available to beginning, small, and limited resource farmers.  As produc-
ers move from initial contract development into the implementation stage under 
NRCS’ Environmental Quality Incentives Program, many face the inability to 
acquire the initial capital investment of their cost-share portion needed for con-
tract implementation. 
 To help producers implement conservation measures, FSA has several 
loan programs available to assist with up-front costs.  FSA makes direct and 
guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans to family-size farmers and 
ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit otherwise.  A primary objective 
of FSA’s farm loan programs is to assist small, beginning, and socially disad-
vantaged (minority and female) producers.  In fact, a portion of FSA’s loan 
funds are reserved for beginning and socially disadvantaged producers.  These 
loan programs are not new and have been used successfully in conjunction 
with conservation programs throughout the United States. 
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 Ongoing  

♦ Farm Facility 
Loans. 

♦ Update Farm 
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♦ Continuous Con-
servation Reserve 
Program 

  The Secretary of Agriculture has announced that there will be no 
general Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signups in either 2007 or 
2008.  

No General CRP Signup  



 New program policy for 2007 gives producer a choice when select-
ing where they choose to conduct FSA business. Until recently, the 
county administrative office for program participants was typically the 
county office in which the principal farm operator resided.  Now, a pro-
ducer may choose an administrative county if it is significantly more con-
venient.  The county must be adjoining or contiguous to where the farm is 
physically located.  This is a one time selection process for the current 
operator of the farm, and may not be used to circumvent program provi-
sions in any way. 
 If this is an option you would like to explore please contact your 
local county office.  A farm transfer can be initiated by the farm owner or 
operator in either the transferring county or the receiving county.  Please 
note that all parties involved will have to sign form FSA-179, Transfer of 
Farm Records Between Counties.  Also, the farm transfer is contingent 
upon the approval of the County Committee. 
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CRP Expiring September 30, 2007     

 Beginning July 1 of the final year of CRP-1, CRP cover may be 
modified on certain acreage before CRP-1 expiration to prepare a seedbed 
for fall and spring-seeded crops. 
This provision requires that participants: 
1. Obtain an approved conservation plan for the modification of cover 

from NRCS    
2. Not be assessed a payment reduction 
3. Submit requests to the FSA County committee to start this  
 Activity 
Fall-Seeded Crops  
CRP cover may be destroyed on certain acreage before CRP-1 expira-
tion to prepare a seedbed for fall-seeded crops. 
Spring- Seeded Crops 
In the final year of CRP-1, participants are permitted to apply chemicals to 
prepare certain CRP acreage for spring-seeded crops. Destruction of the 
CRP cover by any other means is not permitted. Seedbed preparation is 
not permitted before CRP-1 expires. 
 
Notes: Participants may mow CRP acreage before applying chemicals to 
prepare CRP acreage for spring-seeded crops, if the mowing is conducted 
outside the primary nesting or brood rearing season. 
Participants shall not hay, graze, or otherwise make commercial use of 
CRP acreage in preparing the acreage for spraying. 

 
Conservation  
Compliance  

 
Federal regulations 
discourage the produc-
tion of crops on highly 
erodible cropland 
unless the land is pro-
tected from erosion by 
an approved conserva-
tion system.  Status 
reviews are conducted 
to ensure producers 
follow a conservation 
plan on highly erodible 
land. 
 
In addition to the highly 
erodible land, a person 
may not plant an agri-
cultural commodity on 
wetland converted af-
ter Dec. 23, 1985, or 
convert a wetland to 
make agricultural pro-
duction possible after 
Nov. 28, 1990. 
 
Failure to comply with 
these provisions will 
cause a person to be 
ineligible for USDA 
benefits.  County Com-
mittees may review 
noncompliance situa-
tions for good faith and 
provide relief in ap-
proved cases.  



USDA News 

Acreage reporting time is just around the corner. Please remember 
that filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, includ-
ing failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss 
of benefits for a variety of programs. 

Failed acreage must be reported before disposition of the crop. Pre-
vented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final 
planting date. 

Acreage reports are required if you want to be eligible for Farm Ser-
vice Agency programs. On crops other than NAP (Noninsured Crop Dis-
aster Assistance Program) crops, acreage reports are to be certified by 
June 30 for small grains and July 31 for all other crops. 

Acreage reports on crops for which NAP assistance may be paid are 
due in the county office by the earlier of June 30 for small grain and July 
31 for all other crops, or 15 calendar days before the onset of harvest or 
grazing of the specific crop acreage being reported. 
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A P RI L  S EL E CT  IN TER E ST  RA TE S  
 

♦ Farm Operating-Direct 
  5.0% 

 
♦ Farm Ownership Direct   

  5.25% 
 
♦ Limited Resource 

  5.00% 
 
♦ Farm Ownership-Direct 

Down Payment or Be-
ginning Farmer 
  4.00% 

 
♦ Emergency   

  3.75% 
 
♦ Farm Storage Facility 

  4.50% 
 
♦ Commodity Loans 

  6.00% 

Farm Loan  
Toll Free Number 

Direct farm loan bor-
rowers with USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency can now 
check the status of their 
accounts around the clock 
by using a a new toll free 
telephone number.    

The toll-free number, 1-
888-518-4983, is available 
in both English and Span-
ish.  The system delivers 
information on active FSA 
loans 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week.  

To access their ac-
counts, borrowers will en-
ter their tax identification 
number or the Social Secu-
rity Number associated 
with the loan.   

Acreage Reporting 

FSA rental regulations have been in effect for nearly 10 years, but 
recently have attracted interest due to the popularity of flexible or combina-
tion leases.  These rental provisions are in place to protect both landlords 
and tenants, as well as to insure compliance with payment limitation rules. 

The key determinant in terms of how FSA looks at these leases is 
whether the landlord shares in the production risk of the crop.  Leases which 
are based on a share of the crop or proceeds are considered share leases 
and must be reported as such by the producer when signing up for DCP 
payments. 

In the past, most farmers rented land for a specified cash rent fee 
and nothing else.  Due to the recent spike in cash grain prices, many renters 
and landlords are becoming more creative in the way rent is figured.  While 
this is certainly acceptable, renters and landlords must have a clear agree-
ment, and convey their rental terms to their local FSA office. 

If a lease bases the rent on the amount of crop produced or the in-
come derived from that crop (whether or not the crop is actually grown), or 
any combination of the two, it is a share lease and the landlord must receive 
a share of the DCP contract payment.  This is because the landlord now 
shares the risk in the crop.  The more bushels produced or the higher price 
received for that crop creates a higher rent. 

Various Lease Agreements May Effect DCP Participation 

 Foreign investors who buy, sell, or hold an interest in U.S. agricultural 
land must report their holdings and transactions to the U.S. Secretary of Ag-
riculture through their local FSA office.  Attorneys, real estate agents, farm 
managers, banks, holding companies, and agents can report on behalf of 
foreign investors.   

Foreign Investment in Agricultural Land 



Shelby County FSA Office 

210 E Main PO Box 215 
Shelbyville, MO  63469 
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 Columbia, MO 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio-
tape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SE, Washington, DC  20250-9410 
or all (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Visit our Web site: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo  

County Offices in District 3 
Tom Balser, District Director 

 
Audrain County   Clark County   Knox County   Lewis County  
Mexico, MO     Kahoka, MO   Edina, MO   Monticello, MO  
Phone: 573-581-1406  Phone: 660-727-3364  Phone: 660-397-2559  Phone: 573-767-5275 
Fax: 573-581-7283    Fax: 660-727-3089   Fax: 660-397-3289   Fax: 573-767-5495  
COC Meeting: 2nd Tuesday  COC Meeting: 2nd Thursday  COC Meeting: 2nd Tuesday               COC Meeting: 2nd Thursday 
 
Lincoln County   Macon County   Marion County   Monroe County  
Troy, MO    Macon, MO   Palmyra, MO   Paris, MO   
Phone: 636-528-4113  Phone: 660-385-2616  Phone: 573-769-2235  Phone: 660-327-4137 
Fax: 636-3528-9582   Fax: 660-385-4923   Fax: 573-769-4460   Fax: 660-327-4507  
COC Meeting: 2nd Wednesday  COC Meeting: 3rd Monday  COC Meeting: 2nd Tuesday  COC Meeting: 3rd Wednesday 
 
Pike County    Ralls County   Shelby County 
Bowling Green, MO    New London, MO   Shelbyville, MO 
Phone: 573-324-3313  Phone: 573-985-8611  Phone: 573-633-2440 
Fax: 573-324-2475   Fax: 573-985-3928                               Fax: 573-633-1406 
COC Meeting: 1st Thursday  COC Meeting: 1st Thursday  COC Meeting: 3rd Wednesday  
 
*County Committees (COC) meet once a month.  Please contact the applicable County Office for the time and place of meeting.  

Do you know where Missouri ranks in Sheep production?   
 
Rank among States 21 
Total Production, lbs.   1,875,000,000 
Percent of US total 1.1% 
 
*Data provided by 2005 NASS   

 
FSA and RMA work together to prevent fraud, 
waste and abuse in the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Program.  FSA will assist RMA through-
out the growing season. Producers may report 
suspected cases of crop insurance fraud to 
their local FSA  or RMA Office.   


