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CRP - Early Land Preparation 
 
If you have CRP that will expire Sept 30, 2009 you may file a request 
for Early Land Preparation on your Conservation Reserve contract. 
When approved, this option authorizes destruction of established CRP 
grass cover as early as May 1, 2009.  However, no crop may be 
“harvested” from CRP acreage prior to October 1, 2009.  Benefit of the 
grass for hay or grazing is prohibited. 
 
Every CRP participant on the contract must understand that if any CRP 
grass cover is destroyed prior to the expiration date of the CRP 
contract, September 30, 2009, a fall-seeded crop must be planted on 
that acreage. 
 
If the grass acreage is destroyed prior to contract expiration the final 
annual rental payment will be delayed for all participants on the 
contract until fall planting has occurred.  Fall planting is required 
regardless of the planting conditions.  There is no relief for failure to 
plant because of overly wet or dry conditions.  Fall planting can begin 
on September 1, 2009. 
 
Land preparation for fall-seeding may be implemented beginning July 1 
of the final year of the CRP contract without being assessed a payment 
reduction if an approved CPO is in place for the destruction of the CRP 
grass cover and for conservation compliance.   
 
An approved CPO must be in place before the destruction of the CRP 
grass cover for conservation compliance.  A prorated payment 
reduction will be assessed to exclude CRP annual rental payment on 
acres where early land preparation was implemented.  The payment 
reduction is applied from May 1 through June 30.    
 
A CONSERVATION PLAN- If you have any acreage, currently or 
previously under CRP contract, and now you intend to prepare that 
acreage for production agriculture—you must first meet with the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) office to develop a 
conservation plan for this acreage.   
 

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOANS 
 
FSA offers seven-year, low interest loans to grain producers to build 
new or upgrade existing storage facilities and related essential, 
permanently affixed drying or handling equipment.  Loan opportunities 
include, but are not limited to: 

 New conventional-type cribs or bins, oxygen limiting and 
other upright silo type structures, and flat type storage 
structures. 

 Perforated floors, safety equipment, electrical equipment and 
concrete components considered essential for a fully 
functional storage facility. 

 Remodeling existing storage facilities. 
Farm storage facility loans must be approved prior to site preparation, 
equipment purchase or construction and must be secured by a 
promissory note and security agreement.  Special provisions apply for 
loans exceeding $50,000.  The maximum loan amount will be 85% of 
the net cost of the storage or handling equipment, not to exceed 
$100,000 per borrower.  A minimum down payment to the supplier or 
contractor is required to bridge the gap between the net cost of the 
storage facility and the loan amount.  Fixed interest rates on farm 
storage facility loans are equivalent to the rate of interest charged on 
U.S. Treasury Securities of comparable maturity on the date the loan is 
approved.  Loans approved in May would lock in at 2.375 percent. 
There is a $45.00 application fee. 
 

DAIRY - Prices Trigger MILC Payments 
 
Due to low milk prices FSA made payments in April to producers 
through the Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) program.  The 2008 
Farm Bill included the addition of a dairy feed ration cost adjustment 
and changes to the payment rate and modifications to the per-
operation poundage limit, depending on when the milk is produced. 
 
FSA makes MILC payments on a monthly basis when the Boston 
Class I milk price falls below $16.94 per hundredweight (cwt) as 
adjusted for feed costs.  The monthly Boston price is posted online at: 
http://www.fmmone.com/Northeast_Order_Prices/NE_Prices_mainnew
.htm#Advance.   
 
FSA makes payments on up to the maximum eligible pounds of milk 
produced and marketed by each operation per fiscal year.  The annual 
maximum eligible pound limit per dairy operation is 2.985 million 
pounds per fiscal year.  The amount drops to 2.4 million pounds per 
fiscal year on September 1, 2012. 
Find more information about the MILC program on the FSA website 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
 

Livestock Indemnity Program 
 

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) compensates producers for 
livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality rates due to 
adverse weather that occurred on or after January 1, 2008, and before 
October 1, 2011.  Producers who had livestock deaths due to adverse 
weather conditions should document these losses as to the kind, 
weight range, number of livestock, and the date the animals were lost.  
Producers must have proof of death of livestock by the following 
means: 
 

•   Rendering truck receipts or certificates  
•   Veterinary records  
•   Dairy herd improvement records  
•   Third-party verification  
 

The third party must certify in writing their name, address, telephone 
number, affiliation of the third party to the participant, details of 
knowledge of livestock deaths, and the number and kinds of livestock.  
The third party may not be someone who is affiliated with the operator, 
such as a hired hand, or family member.  Producers should also 
document the loss by taking photos of the animal, keep veterinary 
records, record disposal costs and secure third-party verification. 
 
At this time, the forms and procedure for taking loss applications are 
not yet available at your county FSA office.  Maintaining records of 
your losses is important in order to be eligible if program funding 
becomes available. 
 
 

REQUEST SOYBEAN REFERENDUM 
 

Soybean producers who are interested in having a referendum to 
determine whether to continue the soybean checkoff program are 
invited to participate in a  Request for Referendum which will be 
conducted at FSA offices. To be eligible to participate, producers must 
certify and provide documentation that shows that they produced 
soybeans and paid an assessment on the soybeans during the period 
of Jan. 1, 2007, through Dec. 31, 2008.  
 

Beginning May 4, 2009, and continuing through May 29, 2009, 
producers may obtain a form by mail, fax, or in person from the Farm 
Service Agency county offices. Forms may also be obtained via the 
internet at http://www.ams.usda.gov/lsmarketingprograms during the 
same time period. 

 

 
 

 2009 DCP & ACRE SIGNUP 
 

Direct & Counter Cyclical Program (DCP) and the Average Crop 
Revenue Election (ACRE) Program are both underway right now at 
your local FSA office.  The signup period has been extended to August 
14, 2009.  Signatures from each participant on the farm must be 
submitted by that August 14 deadline.    
 
ACRE provides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee, 
based on the 5-year state Olympic average yield and the 2-year 
national average price.  ACRE payments are made when both state 
and farm-level triggers are met.  By participating in ACRE, producers 
elect to forgo counter-cyclical payments, receive a 20-percent 
reduction in direct payments and a 30-percent reduction in loan rates.  
Check with your local FSA for informational meetings on ACRE in your 
area.  The decision to elect ACRE binds the farm to the program 
through the 2012 crop year, the last crop year covered by the 2008 
Act.  For State prices and yields go to: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=dccp&topi
c=landing 
 

 
 

REPORT 2009 PLANTED ACRES 
 
June 1  is your deadline to report planted small grain acres to the local 
Farm Service Agency.   
 

When you have completed your spring planting please visit your FSA 
Office to get those feed grain, oilseed and CRP acres reported.  The 
deadline for all cropland uses, other than small grains, is August 1.   
 

The exception to these two deadlines is any acreage for grazing or 
acres that will be mechanically harvested prior to the applicable dates 
of June 1 or August 1— These (grazed) acres must be certified 15 
days prior to grazing or harvest.   
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FSA Extends Certain CRP Contracts 
 
FSA will provide an opportunity to modify and extend certain 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts that are 
scheduled to expire on Sept. 30, 2009.  A limited number of 
acres can be extended out of 3.9 acres expiring this year. 
  
Participants will be notified by letter beginning May 6, 2009 
regarding the voluntary extension signup which will begin on 
May 18 and run through June 30, 2009.  You may apply for 
this extension at your local FSA county office.  CRP contracts 
with the highest environmental benefit or with the highest 
potential for soil erosion will be selected. CRP contracts can 
not exceed 15 years in the aggregate and chosen CRP 
contract holders will generally be offered a three to five year 
extension.   
 
Producers electing to extend their contract period will receive 
their current contract rental rate.  All or a portion of the acreage 
under contract may be included in the extension. 
 
 
ADDING PULSE CROPS FOR BASE ACRES 
 
Eligible pulse crop acres may be added to a farm as base acres. 
 
The addition of pulse crop base acres is: 

 effective for 2009 through 2012 crop years  

 required to be calculated in the same manner as eligible oilseed 
acreage under the 2002 Farm Bill. 

 
The calculation of pulse crop base acres and yield is based on the 
acreage and yield history from the 1998 through 2001 crop years.  
Pulse crops are defined as: 

 dry peas (green, yellow, Austrian, Umatilla, and wrinkled); 
intended uses must be Seed or Dry Edible.  

 Lentils; any intended use.  

 large chickpeas (Kabuli garbanzo beans); any intended use.  

 small chickpeas (Desi garbanzo beans); any intended use. 
 
Pulse crop base acres will only be eligible for counter-cyclical or 
Acreage Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) payments for 2009 through 
2012 crop years.  Direct payments will not be eligible. 
 
Producers with current pulse crop acre history in 1998 through 2001 
will be notified of the opportunity to update pulse crop base acres to 
their farm using one of three options.  Producers must also provide 
verifiable and acceptable production evidence to support the calculated 
average farm yield for each pulse crop.  The deadline for pulse crop 
base acres and yield election is August 14, 2009. 
 
Producers that did not file acreage reports on pulse crops in 1998 
through 2001, may now provide a late-filed acreage report at no 
charge.  Acceptable evidence of the existence and disposition of the 
crop is required:  Late-file prevented planting previsions for 1998 
through 2001 pulse crops also apply. 
 
Producers of pulse crops shall contact your Farm Service Agency for 
more details.  USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REMINDER:  REPORT ANY  FAILED ACRES 
File a CCC-576 Notice of Loss, with FSA prior to destroying 
any failed acres.  By notifying the FSA office of these failed 
acres, it provides an opportunity to certify the affected acres as 
“failed”, and if approved, will retain those acres for crop history 
on your farm when it is a result of an eligible cause of loss.   
 

Dates to Remember… 
 

May 18 Deadline to “BUY-IN” for CAT & NAP on 2008 crops 
May 18 to 
*June 30 

Submit offers for 3 to 5 year extensions on CRP 
contracts scheduled to expire on September 30, 2009 

May 25 USDA is Closed in Observance of Memorial Day 
May 29 Deadline to Request Soybean Referendum  

May 31 Deadline to request a Marketing Assistance Loan 
for 2008-crop corn, sorghums or oilseeds 

June 1 Deadline to certify small seeded crops 
June  FSA begins accepting Nominations for 2009 

county committee election ballots   
*June 30 Deadline to request CRP contract extensions  
August 1 Deadline to certify spring seeded crops, plus 

CRP, and NAP (NAP is earlier of Aug 1 or 15 days 
prior to grazing or harvest) 

August 1  Deadline to request a 2009-year farm reconstitution 
August 14 Deadline to submit all signatures on  DCP or ACRE 

contracts 
Ongoing:  Continuous CRP signup 
  Direct & Guar. Operating or Farm Owner Loans 

  Farm Storage Facility Loans 
 

Looking for a Farm Loan? 
 
FSA helps farmers and ranchers get started by offering farm loan 
assistance to those who have experience and want to own or operate 
a farm or ranch, but don’t yet meet the qualifications to get financing 
from a traditional lender.  
 
Types of Farm Loans include:   

 Farm Real Estate Loans (to purchase, to make 
improvements, or to develop land to promote soil & water 
conservation)  

 Farm Operating Loans  (these loans have a 1 to 7 year 
repayment and have a fixed rate) 

 Emergency Farm Loans  (these provide assistance to help 
recover from production and physical losses caused by 
natural disasters) 

 Rural Youth Loans  (will help youth ages 10-20 years old to 
establish and operate income producing projects.) 

 
You can apply for direct loan assistance at your local FSA office.   
 

 
 

Thank You Veterans for Your Service! 
 
 

 

 
 
                                                       
 

  NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part 
of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer." 

 


