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                     The Durum Wheat Quality Program (DWQP)

Overview

The Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 authorized the 
Durum Wheat Quality Program 
(DWQP) for fiscal years 2009 – 
2012, to compensate producers of 
durum wheat for up to 50 percent 
of the actual cost of fungicide 
applied to control Fusarium head 
blight (FHB), commonly known 
as wheat scab. The Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2010, provided $3 million for this 
program in fiscal year 2010.  

Eligible producers will be com-
pensated for 50 percent of their 
share of both the purchase price of 
an eligible fungicide and the cost 
of applying the eligible fungicide 
to durum wheat acres. 

Eligible Producers  

To be considered an eligible pro-
ducer, the producer must have a 
share in the durum wheat planted, 
as well as a share in the cost to 
purchase and/or apply an eligible 
fungicide. In addition, producers 
must also have been in compliance 
with the regulations in 7 CFR part 
12, “Highly Erodible Land and 
Wetland Conservation,” during 
the year for which the producer is 
requesting benefits. 

Eligible Acres

To be considered eligible acres 
for DWQP, the acres must have 
been planted to durum wheat and 
treated with an eligible fungicide 
specifically to control FHB.The 
fungicide must have been applied 

during the flowering stage of the 
crop. 

Eligible Fungicide

To be considered an eligible fungi-
cide, the fungicide must be: 

registered with the Environ-• 
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA); 
compliant with pesticide regu-• 
lations in the state in which 
benefits are requested, and;
used specifically for one • 
fungicide treatment in the 
applicable crop year to control 
FHB.

Fungicide used to treat the same 
eligible acres beyond a single 
treatment in a crop year is not 
eligible fungicide for DWQP.

See www.epa.gov/pesticides/
safety/applicators/statepro.htm for 
information on registered pesti-
cides and state regulations.

Required Documentation

In addition to a completed DWQP 
application, producers must pro-
vide documentation showing the:

total number and location of • 
eligible acres of durum wheat 
planted for which an eligible 
fungicide was applied to   
control FHB; 
type of eligible fungicide • 
applied to acres certified as 
planted to durum wheat, and; 
cost to purchase the eligible • 
fungicide. 

Cost Share Payment Calculation 

One fungicide application, occur-
ring during the flowering stage, 
will be eligible for payment in a 
crop year. Cost share assistance 
will be  based on 50 percent of the 
producer’s share of the cost to pur-
chase and/or apply an eligible fun-
gicide to eligible acres on a farm, 
based on the following:

1)  cost of purchasing an eligible 
fungicide, based on the lesser of 
the following: 

50 percent of the farm’s actual • 
fungicide cost per acre; or,
National fungicide acquisition • 
payment rate set by the deputy 
administrator.  The national 
fungicide acquisition payment 
rate is $7 per acre for the 2010 
crop year.

2)  cost of  applying an eligible 
fungicide, based on the lesser of 
the following:

50 percent of the farm’s actual • 
fungicide application cost per 
acre; or
State fungicide application • 
rate set by the state FSA com-
mittee.

 A national payment factor may be 
applied to DWQP payments if the 
funding availability for a particu-
lar crop year is exceeded.

 Payment Limitations

Average adjusted gross income 
(AGI) provisions are not appli-
cable to this program.  In addition, 
DWQP payments are not subject 
to a payment limitation. 
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 Sign-Up

To apply for DWQP benefits, 
producers must file an applica-
tion at local FSA service centers. 
For the 2010 crop year, sign-up 
begins July 21, 2010, and ends 
Sept. 15, 2010.  Sign-up for 2011 
and subsequent crop years will be 
announced as funding becomes 
available.

More Information

Further information on DWQP is 
available from your local FSA of-
fice or on FSA’s website at:
www.fsa.usda.gov

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

                       
The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in 
all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, 
sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, 
political beliefs, reprisal, or because 
all or part of an individual’s income 
is derived from any public assistance 
program.  (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.)  Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 
720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a 
complaint of Discrimination, write 
to USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or 
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 
720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.
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