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County Committee Elections
It’s county committee election time, and this newslet-
ter is your guide to the 2009 election.

Since this only happens once a year, here is an elec-
tion refresher. For election purposes, counties are
divided into local administrative areas, or LAAS.
Each LAA contributes one producer to serve a three-
year term on the Farm Service Agency county com-
mittee.

Most counties are divided into three LAAs. Com-
bined counties may have three to five LAAs.

Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace
the committee member whose three-year term is
expiring. In counties with three LAAS, one seat is up
for election. In combined counties in some years, two
seats may be up for election.

The three steps in the election process are the call for
nominations, the election and installing the new com-
mittee member.

Nominations Open June 15

Nominations for candidates to run for the Farm Service Agency
county committee election representing producers in a Local
Administrative Area (LAA) will be accepted from through
August 3, 2009.

Producers who are residents in the LAA holding the election
and who participate or cooperate in an FSA program and are of
legal voting age may be nominated to serve on the county
committee.

Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates.
Also, organizations representing socially disadvantaged minori-
ties and women farmers or ranchers may also nominate
candidates.

A nomination form, FSA-669A, is included in this newsletter.
Additional forms and details may be picked up at the county
office or downloaded from the Michigan FSA Web site. Simply
go to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mi and click on the “Vote, Make
a Difference” graphic.

Eligible voters can nominate as many candidates as they wish.

To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person
being nominated, indicating agreement to serve if elected, and
returned to the FSA county office by the close of business on
August 3, or postmarked by midnight August 3, 2009.

LAA Service Center LAA Townships and/or County
Allegan LAA#1 | Overisel, Salem, Dorr, Leighton, Hopkins and Wayland
Alpena-Alcona-Montmorency LAA#2 | Alpena, Green, Long Rapids, Maple Ridge and Wellington
LAA #4 | Alcona, Caldonia, Curtis, Hawes, Millen and Mitchell
Antrim-Otsego LAA #1 Banks, Central Lake, Echo and Torch Lake
LAA#5 Charlton, Chester, Corwith and Dover
Arenac LAA#1 | Moffatt, Clayton, Adams and Deep River
Baraga-Houghton-Ontonagon-Keweenaw LAA #3 | Baraga County
Barry LAA #2 Carlton, Woodland, Hastings and Castleton
Bay LAA #2 | Beaver, Kawkawlin, Monitor, Bangor and Williams
Berrien LAA#2 | St. Joseph, Royalton, Lincoln, Lake, Baroda, Oronoko, Berrien and Niles
Branch LAA #2 Girard, Butler, Quincy, Algansee and California
Calhoun LAA #1 City of Battle Creek, Bedford, Convis, Emmett, Lee, Marshall and Pennfield
Cass LAA #3 | Jefferson, Calvin, Ontwa, Mason, North and South Porter
Chippewa-Mackinac-Luce LAA #3 | Soo, Sugar Island, Bruce, Dafter, Kinross, Superior, Chippewa, Bay Mills, Whitefish and
Hulbert
Clinton LAA #1 | Bingham, Duplain, Greenbush, Essex and Ovid * *1 year term —special election
LAA#2 | Bengal, Dallas, Lebanon, Riley and Westphalia
Delta-Alger-Schoolcraft-Marquette LAA # 3 | Bay de Noc, Ensign, Fairbanks, Garden, Masonville and Nahma
LAA #4 | Baldwin, Bark River, Brampton, Cornell, Escanaba, Ford River, Maple Ridge,
Ewing, Turin and Wells
Eaton LAA #1 Sunfield, Vermontville, Kalamo, Bellevue and Walton
Emmet-Charlevoix LAA#1 | Wawatam, Bliss, Cross Village, Carp Lake, Readmond, Center, McKinley, Friendship,
Pleasantview, Maple River, West Traverse, Little Traverse and Littlefield
Genesee LAA #3 Burton, Davison, Forest, Genesee, Richfield and Thetford
Gladwin-Clare LAA #1 Sherman, Butman, Clement, Bourret, Gladwin, Secord and North Grim
LAA#3 | Sage, Grout, and Beaverton
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Service Center LAA Townships and/or County
Grand Traverse-Kalkaska-Leelanau LAA#2 Centerville, Cleveland, EImwood, Empire, Glen Arbor, Kasson and Solon
Gratiot LAA #2 | Fulton, Newark, New Haven, North Shade and Washington
Hillsdale LAA#2 | Adams, Wheatland, Jefferson, Pittsford and Wright
Huron LAA #2 Pt Aux Barques, Port Austin, Hume, Dwight, Meade, Lincoln, Colfax, Verona, Sheridan and
Bingham
Ingham-Livingston LAA #1 Lansing, Meridain, Williamstown, Locke, Wheatfield and Leroy
LAA #4 Conway, Cohoctah, Deerfield, Tyrone, Oceola, and Hartland
lonia LAA #1 Otisco, Orleans, Easton, Ronald, lonia and North Plains
losco LAA #1 Plainfield, Wilber, AuSable and Oscoda
Isabella LAA #2 Coldwater, Gilmore, Sherman, Nottawa, Broomfield and Deerfield
Jackson LAA #1 Concord, Spring Arbor, Summit, Pulaski, Hanover and Liberty
Kalamazoo LAA #2 | Kalamazoo, Comstock, Charleston, Texas, Portage, Pavilion and Climax
Kent LAA#1 | Nelson, Spencer, Courtland, Oakfield, Plainfield, Cannon and Grattan
Lapeer-Oakland LAA#1 | Rich, Marathon, Deerfield, Oregon, Mayfield and Elba
LAA#5 | Addison, Oxford, Brandon, Independence, Orion, Oakland, West Bloomfield, Bloomfield,
Waterford and Avon
Lenawee LAA #3 Raisin, Ridgeway, Palmyra, Blissfield, Deerfield, Ogden and Riga
Mason-Lake-Manistee-Oceana LAA #5 Crystal, Colfax, Elbridge, Leavitt, Ferry, Newfield, Otto and Greenwood
Mecosta LAA #1 Green, Grant, Chippewa, Fork and Colfax
Menominee-Dickinson-Iron LAA #3 | Nadeau, Daggett, Stephenson, Cedarville and Ingallston
LAA#5 Sagola, Felch, West Branch, Breen, Breitung, Norway and Waucedah
Midland LAA#3 | Larkin, Homer, Midland, Mt. Haley and Ingersoll
Monroe LAA #3 Dundee, Raisinville, Frenchtown, Monroe and Lasalle
Montcalm LAA#2 | Reynolds, Winfield, Cato, Belevidere, Pierson, Maple Valley, Pine and Douglass
Newaygo-Muskegon LAA#1 | Troy, Lilley, Home, Barton, Beaver, Merrill, Monroe, Norwich, Denver, Lincoln, Wilcox,
Goodwell and Sherman
LAA#3 Everett, Big Prairie, Brooks, Croton, Bridgeton, Ashland, Grant and Ensley
Ogemaw-0Oscoda-Roscommon-Crawford LAA#1 Foster, Klacking, Ogemaw, West Branch, Edwards and Horton
Ottawa LAA#3 | Allendale, Tallmadge, Blendon, Georgetown and Jamestown
Presque Isle-Cheboygan LAA #3 | Bearinger, North Allis, Allis and Ocqueoc
LAA #4 Rogers, Moltke, Case, Bismarck, and Belknap
Saginaw LAA #3 Marion, Brant, St. Charles, Albee, Chapin, Brady, Chesaning and Maple Grove
St. Clair - Macomb LAA#2 | Riley, Wales, Columbus Twps (St Clair), Armada, Richmond, and Lenox (Macomb)
LAA#4 Greenwood, Grant, Burtchville, Kenockee, Clyde and Fort Gratiot (St Clair)
St. Joseph LAA#2 | Leonidas, Lockport, Mendon, Nottawa, and Park
Sanilac LAA#2 | Lamotte, Moore, Custer, Bridgehampton, Marlette N, Elmer, Watertown, Washington, and
Sanilac
Shiawassee LAA #3 Antrim, Bennington, Burns, Shiawassee and Vernon
Tuscola LAA #3 Novesta, Indianfields, Wells, Kingston, Fremont, Dayton, Koylton, and Watertown
Van Buren LAA #3 Lawrence, Paw Paw, Antwerp, Decatur, and Porter
Washtenaw-Wayne LAA#3 | Ann Arbor, Lima, Northfield, Salem, Scio, Superior and Webster
Wexford-Benzie-Missaukee-Osceola LAA #3 | Wexford County
LAA#4 Osceola County: Highland, Marion, Hartwick and Middle Branch

Missaukee County: Lake, Reeder, Richland and Riverside

Who Can Hold Office

To hold office as a county committee member, a person must meet

the basic eligibility criteria.

e Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA

Who Can Vote

Agricultural producers of legal voting age can vote if they
participate or cooperate in any FSA program. A person who
is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the
farming operations on an entire farm can also vote.

o Be eligible to vote in a county committee election

e Reside in the LAA in which the person is a candidate

Not have been:

e Removed or disqualified from the office of county committee
member, alternate or employee

e Removed for cause from any public office or have been
convicted of fraud, larceny, embezzlement or any other felony

o Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the armed

services.

For more information about county committee elections, contact

your local county office staff.

No one can be denied the right to vote because of race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status.

Election Timetable

June 15 Nomination period begins.

Aug. 3 Deadline to submit nomination forms.

Nov.6 Ballots are mailed to eligible voters.

Dec.7 Deadline to return completed ballots to FSA county
office.

New committee members and alternates take office.

Jan.1
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FSA-669A U.S. Department of Agriculture
(04-17-09) Farm Service Agency

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

1. NAME OF NOMINEE (Type or print Nominee's Full Name)

TO BE COMPLETED BY COUNTY FSA OFFICE

2. ADDRESS OF NOMINEE

5. INITIALS OF EMPLOYEE RECEIVING FORM AND DATE (mMa-00-v¥ YY)

3. NOMINEE'S CERTIFICATION 6A. COUNTY
Thereby agree to have my name placed on the baliot, that Iwill serve if
elected, and if there is a conflict of intevest, Iwill resign such position.

6B. LAA NO.
I:l I DO want to witness the settling of tied votes with another nominee.

7. STATE
I DO NOT want to witness the settling of tied votes with another

nominees.

R SHERAERSERNOIMIREE 4B. DATE (MM-DD-YYYY) DATE OF ELECTION IS 1st MONDAY OF DECEMBER

OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR

8. TO BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE

VOLUNTARY INFORMATION FOR MONITORING PURPOSES: The following information is requested by the Federal
Government in order to monitor FSA's compliance with federal laws prohibiting discrimination against program participants on
the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, marital status, handicapped condition, or age. You are not required to
furnish this information, but are encouraged to do so. This information will not be used in evaluating your nomination or to
discriminate against you in any way.

ETHNICITY RACE (Choose as many boxes as applicable) GENDER

|:| Hispanic or Latino D America Indian or Alaska Native D Black or African-American |:| Male
D Not Hispanic or Latino |:| Asian D Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander D Female
[ ] e

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM
Complete the form as follows:

ITEM1 Type or Print the nominee's full name. The nominee must be:
A. Eligible to vote in the designated County FSA Committee election.
B. Eligible to hold the office of County FSA Committee member.
C. Willing to serve if elected.
ITEM2  Enter the nominee's current address.
ITEM 3  The nominee must check one of the boxes to indicate a preference regarding the settling of tied votes.
ITEM4  The nominee must sign and date.

ITEM8 Completing this item is voluntary.

ALL FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN THE COUNTY OFFICE OR POSTMARKED BY AUGUST 3.

NOTE: The following statement is made in accordance with the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 USC 552a) and the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, as
amended. The authority for requesting the following information is 7 CFR Part 7. The information will be used to obtain nominees for County
FSA Committee.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond fo, a
collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0560-0229.
The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, inciuding the time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of
information. RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE.




o ) PRESORTED STANDARD
Michigan Farm Service Agency U.S. POSTAGE PAID
3001 Coolidge Rd, Suite 350 LANSING, Ml
East Lansing, Mi. 48823 PERMIT NO. 19

This form is available electronically. Form Approved - OMB No. 0560-0229

FSA-669A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(04-17-09) Farm Service Agency

NOMINATION FORM FOR COUNTY FSA COMMITTEE ELECTION

The County FSA Committee election will be held on the first Monday of December. Ballots will be mailed to voters not
less than 4 weeks before the election.

This form allows individuals to nominate themselves or any other person as a candidate. If additional forms are needed,
this one may be copied or may be obtained at the County FSA Office or obtained electronically at
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov. Each form submitted must be:

A. Limited to one nominee.

B. Signed and dated by the nominee in Item 4. Nominee must sign if willing to have his’her name placed on the
ballot and agrees to serve if elected.

Note: Name shown on ballot will appear exactly the same as in Agency records.
C. Delivered to the County FSA Office or postmarked no later than August 3.

The County FSA Committee is responsible for reviewing each form to determine the eligibility of nominees. A person
who files this form and is found ineligible will be so notified and have an opportunity to file a challenge.

Persons nominated should actively participate in the operation of a farm or ranch and be well qualified for committee
work. A produceris eligible to be a County FSA committee member if the producer resides in the Local Administrative
Area (LAA) in which the election is to be held and is eligible to vote.

Federal regulations may prohibit County FSA Committee members from holding certain positions in some farm,
commodity, and political organizations if such positions pose a conflict of interest with FSA duties. The positions
include functional offices such as president, vice president, secretary, or treasurer; and positions on boards or executive
committees. Conflict of interest restrictions also apply to employees, operators, managers, and majority owners of
tobacco warehouses. Questions concerning eligibility should be directed to the County FSA Office.

A candidate has the option to request that all voted ballots for an individual county committee election be returned to the
respective State Office in licu of being returned to the county office. This request must be in writing and submitted to
the local County Executive Director prior to the announced end of the nomination period.

The duties of County FSA Committee members include:

Administering farm program activities conducted by the County FSA Office.
Informing farmers of the purpose and provisions of the FSA programs.
Keeping the State FSA Committee informed of LA A conditions.

Monitoring changes in farm programs.

Participating in county meetings as necessary.

Performing other duties as assigned by the State FSA Committee

OTE!

Make a difference.

AEDAwe

Non-Discrimination Statement
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,

disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office
of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is




