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Farm Service Agency

ELY FSA Office News

Congratulations to Paul Mathews
on his appointment to the Board of Lincoln
County Commissioners. He was a great
asset to the COC. FSA is sorry to lose
him as a member, but Lincoln County has
gained an excellent representative.

NAP Reporting

For those producers that filed for NAP cov-
erage, please remember that you need to
file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of
the date the loss was first noticed.

Acreage Reporting

Acreage reporting time will soon be here.
Please remember that filing an accurate
acreage report for all crops and land uses,
including failed acreage and prevented
planting acreage, can prevent the loss of
benefits for a variety of programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15
days of the disaster event and before dis-
position of the crop. Prevented planting
must be reported no later than 15 days af-
ter the final planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many
Farm Service Agency programs. For
crops other than NAP (Noninsured Crop
Disaster Assistance Program) crops,
acreage reports are to be certified by the
June 15 deadline on small grains and a
July 15 deadline on all other crops.

Acreage reports on crops for which NAP
assistance may be paid are due in the
county office by the earlier of June 15 for

small grains and July 15 for all other
crops, or 15 calendar days before the
onset of harvest or grazing of the spe-
cific crop acreage being reported.

Update MILCX Contracts

Dairy operations are reminded to in-
form the county office of any entity or
operation changes that may affect
your Milk Income Loss Contract
(MILCX). The change from an individ-
ual to a corporation or partnership, etc.
would require an update to your
MILCX and other applicable eligibility
forms.

If you have changed creameries or
dairy plants and have had your pro-
duction information sent directly from
them in the past, an updated authori-
zation would need to be completed.
Contact your local FSA office for addi-
tional information.

In the event of a crop failure caused by
natural disaster, the producer needs to
notify the local FSA office by complet-
ing a “Notice of Loss” (form CCC-576).
The notice of loss must be executed
within 15 days of the date the damage
became apparent.

Toll-Free Number for Bor-
rowers

Direct loan borrowers with USDA's
Farm Service Agency can now check
the status of their accounts around the




clock using a new toll-free telephone num-
ber.

The toll-free number, 1-888-518-4983, is
available in both English and Spanish. The
system delivers information on active FSA
loans 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

During the first call to the new system, bor-
rowers will enter their tax identification
number or the Social Security Number as-
sociated with the loan. They also will need
to enter their ZIP code. Borrowers will cre-
ate a personal identification number for se-
curity. Customers must enter their PIN
every time they use the system and may
change their PIN. The system menu helps
users access helpful information. The sys-
tem may also direct borrowers to contact
their local FSA servicing office if action is
necessary on their accounts.

The EZ Makes It Easy

The Farm Service Agency now employs
the CCC-633 EZ in place of the old CCC-
709 and CCC-633-LDP. The EZ form has
been created to make the application
process more user-friendly.

The CCC-633 EZ is a two-part loan defi-
ciency payment request that allows pro-
ducers to (1) indicate their intentions to
receive LDP benefits before losing benefi-
cial interest in the eligible commodity, and
(2) submit a request for an LDP at any time
during the loan/LDP availability period be-
fore or after losing beneficial interest.

The EZ form was developed to cover field
direct LDPs, basic LDPs and CCC-cotton
AA, and revised to cover basic and field di-
rect LDPs for wool, mohair and unshorn
pelts.

By signing the first page of the EZ form,
the producer indicates his or her intentions
to receive LDP benefits. This one page
covers all counties and all eligible har-
vested commodities for the entire crop year
for the individual, joint operation or entity
identified on the form.

Once the first page of the form has been
signed and submitted, the producer can

submit an LDP request by completing page
2 for all harvested commodities, except
cotton; page 3 for cotton; or page 4 for
wool, mohair and unshorn pelts. The LDP
request can be submitted at any time dur-
ing the loan availability period, before or af-
ter losing beneficial interest.

A key point to remember is that page 1 of
the EZ form must be signed by the pro-
ducer before beneficial interest in the
commodity is lost. Once beneficial interest
is lost the commodity is ineligible for an
LDP even if beneficial interest is regained.

All producers are encouraged to submit
page 1 of the EZ for each crop year
whether or not they plan to subsequently
request a loan or LDP.

Sodbuster, Swampbuster

Most Farm Service Agency programs re-
quire compliance with sodbuster and
swampbuster provisions. These provisions
require producers to follow an approved
conservation system on all highly erodible
land planted to an annual crop as deter-
mined by the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service.

Be sure to have determinations made on
any new land you plan to plant to annual
crops. If you plan to plant a different crop
on your current cropland, check with
NRCS to assure the new crop will qualify
under your conservation system.

Swampbuster provisions state that con-
verting a wetland to make possible the
planting of a crop will result in the loss of all
USDA benefits. To avoid this possibility it is
strongly recommended that producers
check with NRCS before starting to work in
the fields.

Spousal Signatures

Husbands and wives may sign documents
on behalf of each other for FSA and
Commodity Credit Corporation programs
in which either has an interest. This option
is automatically available unless a written
request for exclusion is made to the
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county office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule. Spouses
may not sign FSA-211s on behalf of each
other or sign on behalf of the other as an
authorized signatory for partnerships, joint
ventures, corporations or other similar en-
tities. Spouses must have a power of at-
torney on file or sign personally for claim
settlements, such as promissory notes,
and on security documents for price sup-
port loans.

Individual signatures are also required on
certain Farm Loan Program and Farm
Storage Facility Loan documents.

A spouse’s authority to sign documents
on behalf of the other spouse does not
entitle the spouse to review or receive
agency records of the other spouse.

Selected Interest Rates for
March 2007

Farm Operating Loans -- Direct 5.125%
Farm Ownership Loans -- Direct 5.375%
Limited Resource Loans 5.000%
Farm Ownership Loans -- Direct 4.000%
Down Payment, Beginning
Farmer or Rancher
Emergency Loans 3.750 %
Farm Storage Facility Loans 4.725%
Commodity Loans 1996--Present | 6.125%

NRCS Looking Forward to
Very Busy Summer

NRCS is the place to go for your conser-
vation dollars on private ground. Many
local farmers and ranchers have taken
advantage of the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Wild-
life Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) in
2007. By signing up they will have con-
servation practices such as irrigation sys-
tems, fences, pipelines, troughs, range
plantings cost-shared by the USDA/NRCS
at 50 to 75 percent. These practices

benefit hayland, pasture, and wildlife
habitat. The NRCS also provides exper-
tise in planning your land and will help
you come up with the right alternative.

Providing good irrigation to your hay
ground is going to be even more impor-
tant this year because our snow pack is
only 60% of normal as of March 1, 2007
and it doesn't look like it is going to im-
prove much by April 1. The Ely NRCS of-
fice will do the snow survey on April 1
and keep you updated.

NRCS will be busy not only with technical
and financial assistance programs, but
they are featuring a soil survey crew to
gather valuable information which can be
used for a variety of land uses. This ex-
tensive survey is used by farmers, ranch-
ers and federal land managers to make
decisions about irrigation, grazing, hay
production. The Soil Survey crew is up-
dating the Meadow Valley Soil Survey. In
addition, the Humboldt National Forest
Service and Great Basin National Park
are funding the NRCS to perform soil
surveys on lands they manage.

You may contact our local NRCS Office
by calling (775) 289-4065 or stopping in
at 744 E. North Industrial Way, Ely, Ne-
vada, regarding your conservation needs.

In Lincoln County, you may contact the
NRCS Office in Caliente by calling (775)
726-3101, or stopping in at 360 Lincoln
Street. Cory or Jim will be happy to assist
you with solutions to your conservation
questions.

Just a Thought: As you slide
down the banister of life, may the
splinters never point in the wrong
direction!
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Dates to Remember

May 28 |Memorial Day — Office Closed

2007 Acreage Report Deadline for

Jun 15 Grain Crops

Jul 04 Independence Day - Office Closed

2007 Acreage Report Deadline for
all Other Crops

Deadline to submit 2006 Production
Information

Continues |Farm Storage Facility Loans

Jul 15

Jul 15

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic infor-
mation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program informa-
tion ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint
of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




