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1099-G, but will be available online from the FSA Financial Inquiries (FSA-FI) web-based database.  Program participants with eAuthentication user ID’s and passwords can access their refund information at FSA-FI and select “Inquiry Type 1099/Refund Reports”.  Refund amounts are displayed on the Producer’s Year-to-Date Activity web page.

If you have a question concerning the 1099-G refund information, you may contact your local FSA office for assistance locating the correct payment data.  If you choose to visit the office, bring your CCC-1099-G with you.
Conservation Compliance

All participants in USDA programs are required to have a conservation system in place on all the Highly Erodible Land (HEL) that they operate. Several areas where problems can arise with complying with a conservation system are: renting new cropland, purchasing new land, breaking out additional cropland, planting different crops, and changing or removing existing conservation practices. 
It is very important that you contact the FSA office before doing any of the above.  Also, it is very important that you contact our office before modifying (tilling, draining, dredging, filling, or leveling) any wetland or drainage ditch.  Failure to obtain advance approval for any of these situations can result in the loss of all Federal payments and eligibility.
Direct and Guaranteed Loans Available

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  If you are having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are available now.  

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew your loan.  Loan funds are available now — applying early is important so that a loan can be processed and funded in a timely manner.   

Most of our loan programs have special funding available for minority, female and beginning farmers.  FSA employees will help you complete the necessary application and other forms, and help you understand what information is required, where to find it or who to contact to get it.  To learn more about FSA loan programs, contact the county office staff.

Reporting Farm Information
It is the producer’s responsibility to notify FSA of any changes in their farming operation or entity status completely and accurately throughout the year. Remember: update FSA records if you move or change your mailing address.
County Committee 
The five-member Northern and Southern County Farm Service Agency committees will meet as announced.   We will post a notice on the county office bulletin board and in the newsletter announcing the next scheduled meeting.
The Northern Committee members are:

Paul Knopp, LAA-4, Chairperson,

Clark Davis, LAA-1, Vice Chair

Mark Kern, LAA-2, member

McLaren Carter, LAA-3, member

Richard Karr, LAA-5, member.

The Southern Committee members are:

Abby Ala, LAA-2, Chairperson

Rodger Painter, LAA-5, Vice Chair

Rose Marie “Tiny” DePriest, LAA-3, member

Aloysius Unok, LAA-1, member

Charles W. “Chip” Treinen, LAA-4, member.

Dates to Remember
February 19 – Office closed in observance of Washington’s Birthday.

March 15 – Deadline to purchase NAP coverage for grass seed, grain hay or grain silage and pasture.  
Remember: Grass Hay is an RMA insurable crop.  The deadline to purchase forage coverage is September 30, 2007. 
Signature Authority
Any person who signs USDA documentation for another person must have a completed Power of Attorney (FSA-211) on file. Producers who require signature authority to sign on behalf of joint ventures, partnerships, corporations, LLC, LLP, trusts, estates or other entities must have their authority stated in their entity documents or have an FSA-211 on file.
Controlled Substance
Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.
Erosion,Weed and Brush Control on All Base Contract Acreage

Planted and idle DCP base acreage and CRP acreage shall be protected from erosion and weeds going to seed throughout the crop year. If your farm is selected randomly for spot check in 2007, we will check the base acreage on the farm to ensure control of erosion, weeds and brush.
Payment Limitation Provisions
Producers are reminded that no program benefits may be made until the FSA office has made all the necessary payment limitation and eligibility determinations. 
Producers will remain ineligible until all the required forms that 

include information pertaining to their farming operations are provided to the office. It is the producer’s responsibility to report changes in the farming operation which may affect payment eligibility and limitation.
Payments and benefits under certain programs are subject to some or all of the following: “person” determinations, payment limitations, “actively engaged in farming” requirements, cash-rent tenant rule, permitted entity restrictions, foreign person rule, and the average adjusted gross income limitation. These determinations may be initiated by producers or the local County Committee.

Below are the programs, the payment limitation amount, and the applicable provisions.
Program         Amount       Determination



	DCP
	$40,000 Direct

$65,000 CC
	P,AE,CRT,PE,FP,AGI

	Commodity Loans
	$75,000
	FP

	Marketing Loan Gains
	Total of $75,000
	P,AE,CR, PE,FP,AGI

	LDP
	
	P,AE,CRT,PE,FP,AGI

	CRP
	$50,000
	P,AE,CRT,PE,FP,AGI

	ECP
	$200,000
	P

	NAP
	$100,000
	P, $2.0 million Qualifying Gross Revenue (QGR)

	TAA
	$10,000
	P, AGI

	TAP
	$75,000
	P


Person (P), Actively Engaged (AE), Cash-rent Tenant (CRT), Permitted Entity (PE), Foreign Person (FP), And Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)
Farm Operating Plan (CCC-502)
Producers are only required to file a new farm operating plan if one is not on file or the current farm operating plan has significant changes which may affect determination.

Husband and Wife Determinations

Spouses may be considered separate “persons” for payment limitation purposes if this determination is requested and applicable requirements are met.

End of Year Review Process

If selected for an end of year review, documentation necessary to verify information on the Farm Operating Plan will be requested by FSA.
Adjusted Gross Income Provisions

In accordance with National Procedure, non-compliance with the adjusted gross income provisions, either by exceeding the $2.5 million limitation or by failure to submit the applicable certification statement, will result in the determination of ineligibility for all program benefits subject to AGI provisions.
FSA Spot Checks

All member information (CCC-501s) and payment eligibility (CCC-502s) are subject to spot check through our end-of-year review process.  If selected for a spot check, producers will be asked to submit proof of their contribution to the operation such as seed, fertilizer and chemical bills, land lease agreements, land contracts or property tax payments, equipment lists, cancelled checks for paid labor or hired manage-ment, and any other items the FSA County Committee determines are necessary. 

The producer is required to provide these items for the spot check so that the FSA county committee can make a determination that the farming operation is actually being performed as was stated on the applicable CCC-501 or CCC-502 that was originally completed.
Measurement Service Rates Change
The National Farm Service Agency office has recently issued a major amendment related to measurement service rates. The State Committee has set the following rates for Alaska:
	Basic Farm Fee
	Plus Hourly Rate
	Mileage

	$30
	$16 first hour and $8 every 30 minutes after the first hour Minimum 1 hour
	No Charge for mileage


Note: Measurement service fees will be charged on each FSN. The hourly rate charged includes time required to complete the measurement service in addition to travel time to and from the office.
Foreign Landowner Notification
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign investors, who buy, sell or hold a direct or indirect interest in U.S. agricultural land must report their holdings and transactions to the Farm Service Agency within 90 days of the closing. 
Appeal Process
After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for USDA services or application, you will be sent a letter informing you of the decision and options you can pursue if you disagree. Generally, program participants have three appeal options – an informal review with the original agency decision-maker, an opportunity for mediation, and an appeal to the 
USDA National Appeal Division (NAD).
Special Accomodations

Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impair-ments or hearing impairments.  If accommodations are required, please contact (907) 761-7753.

Civil Rights Complaint Process
Any person, class or group of persons may file a discrimination complaint within 180 days of an 

alleged discriminatory action. Complaints may be filed in writing or orally with the agency head, any designated agency official or the Secretary of Agriculture, USDA, Washington, D.C. 20250. Assistance in filing a complaint can be obtained by calling or visiting any FSA office.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large prints, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Wool and Mohair Loans Or LDPs 





Wool and mohair producers will find applying for commodity loans and Loan Deficiency Payments for wool, mohair and unshorn pelts a little simpler this year thanks to the Farm Service Agency’s new CCC-633 EZ form. 





The EZ form will take the place of the older CCC-633 PELT and CCC-709 PELT forms.  Page one of the EZ form takes the place of the 709 PELT form and indicates the producer’s intention to receive LDP benefits later on.  It’s important to complete EZ page one before losing beneficial interest in the commodity.





Producers should complete page one of the EZ form as soon as possible for their current crop year wool, mohair and unshorn pelts.  After page one is completed, producers can request benefits at any time during the period that loans or LDPs are available, before or after losing beneficial interest.





Grain growers also use the CCC-633 EZ.  Once page one is on file, grain producers can complete page two at a later date when they want to apply for an LDP. 





The CCC-633 EZ simplifies requests for LDPs for wool, mohair and unshorn pelts.  Page four of the revised EZ form is specifically for wool and mohair producers to request an LDP.    
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NAP Coverage Deadline





March 15, 2007 is the deadline for producers to apply for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, or NAP, coverage using Form CCC-471, Application for Coverage, and pay the service fee at the county office. The application and service fee must be filed by March 15th, the application closing date for 2007 spring seed crops along with vegetables.


The service fee is $100 per crop per county or $300 per producer per county. The fee cannot exceed a total of $900 per producer with farming interest in multiple counties. Limited resource producers may request a waiver of service fees.


To qualify, a producer must be a landowner, tenant or sharecropper who shares in the risk of producing an eligible crop.


1099-G Mailed from Kansas City


During the last week of January, producers who have received payments from FSA should have also received a CCC-1099-G from the Kansas City office.  A CCC-1099-G is a report to the Internal Revenue Service about FSA payments made to you in calendar year 2006.  The CCC-1099-G is a service to help participating producers report taxable income. It is not intended to replace the program participant’s responsibility to report income to the IRS.


If you received a CCC-1099-G, we recommend that you check the amounts shown with those in your records to see that the amounts are correct.  Refunds will no longer be reported on the 




















[image: image5.wmf]