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Federal Assistance Available for Lewis and Grays Harbor Farmers

(Chehalis, WA), Dec.9, 2007 — Farmers and ranchers who suffered agricultural losses in the recent
storms and floods may be eligible for federal disaster assistance according to Lyle Heimbigner, County
Executive Director for the Farm Service Agency in Chehalis. A Presidential disaster designation for Lewis and
Grays Harbor counties has made low-interest emergency loans possible. The agency is also taking applications
for the Emergency Conservation Program, which provides cost-share for practices such as debris removal on
agricultural land. The two programs are independent of each other but may be used in combination.

Family farmers who suffered losses in the designated areas may qualify for Farm Service Agency
emergency loans with 3.75% interest and payment terms up to 40 years with real estate security. Loans based
on losses to foundation livestock or chattels can have up to 20-year terms. The agency can loan up to $500,000
under the Emergency Loan Program. FSA will accept loan applications for the next eight months.

“The federal government does not intend to compete with private business, so applicants must be unable
to obtain credit elsewhere to finance their needs at reasonable rates and terms,” said Heimbigner.

Applicants must be United States citizens or aliens legally admitted for permanent residence, must be
established farmers and must have suffered an agricultural loss. An applicant’s farm must be family-sized.
FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security
available and repayment ability. Farmers who suffered losses in adjacent counties may also be eligible for
Emergency Loans.
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The Emergency Conservation Program provides 75 percent of the cost to replace fence, repair
conservation structures or remove debris from farm lands. "The farmer pays the other 25 percent but we do
count in-kind contributions, such as labor contributions," said Heimbigner. The maximum cost-share payment
is $200,000.

Although the Farm Service Agency is taking applications for the Emergency Conservation Program
(ECP), the program is waiting on funding. "Farmers do have the option of obtaining an Emergency Loan for
the upfront costs and using the ECP payment as collateral," Heimbigner explained. Farmers should contact the
agency before beginning work for which they hope to receive cost-share.

Interested farmers may contact the local FSA office (360) 748-0083 in Chehalis for further information
about disaster relief in Lewis, Pacific or Grays Harbor counties.

Additional federal assistance may be sought from the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA). For information or to apply for assistance through FEMA, call toll-free 1-800-621-3362. The State of
Washington also has disaster relief information listed on their website at http://www.access.wa.gov.

The Farm Service Agency will be providing additional information online at:

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and
TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC
20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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