
 
 

Franklin County FSA News 
Franklin County FSA 
1620 Road 44 
Pasco, WA  99301 
Office Phone: 509-545-8543, 
or 8544 or 8546 
Office Fax: 509-547-2007 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
County Committee 
Kurt Harder, Chairman– 
Dryland (LAA-3) 
Mike Corrales, Vice Chair– 
Irrig. (LAA-1) 
Terri Hayles, Regular 
Member-Irrig. (LAA-2) 
 
Office Staff 
Farm Programs: 
Bruce Clatterbuck, CED 
Lynda O’Connor, PT 
Bonnie Riehle, PT 
Patty Welch, PT 
Patsy Beck, PT (Temporary) 
Farm Loan Program: 
Jon Wilson, FLM 
Pam Castoldi, FLO 
Joyce Nevins-Ginsberg, FLO 
Beth Farias, PT 
 

QUICK LOOK  
KEY DATES AND 
REMINDERS: 
• Next County Committee 

Meeting is 2/28/08  
• Livestock Compensation 

Program – call for appt. 
• Crop Disaster Program – 

call for appt. 
• Office is closed Monday, 

February 18th for 
President’s Day.  

• 4th Annual Women in 
Agriculture Conference is 
4/18-19, 2008 at East 
Wenatchee. Learn more 
at: 
www.ncw.wsu.edu/family/
womenag.htm 

 
2007 Crop Loan Rates: 
Wheat Varieties – 
HRS = $3.12/ HRW = $3.28 
SWW = $2.89 
Barley - $2.16 
Oats - $1.30 
Corn - $2.38 ($85/ton) 
 
FSA WEB SITES: 
State: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
National: http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
USDA: http://www.usda.gov 
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COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS   
  

Ballots were counted on December 10, 2007 for the southern irrigated Franklin county FSA 
Committee area election. Incumbent Committee person, Terri Hayles was reelected to her post 
for another 3-year term. Welcome back Terri! 
 

FARM BILL STATUS 
 

The Farm Bill is still under heavy debate. When the bill is finalized by the Conference 
Committee, it then moves on to the President for approval or veto. Until then, we have no Direct 
& Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) or anything like it for sign-up. We’ll keep you posted if there 
is any change. 
 

CROP DISASTER PROGRAM 
 

There has yet to be an announcement on the quality loss aspect of the Crop Disaster Program 
(CDP). We apologize for the delays. There are some significant changes to this part of the 
program over past years that are being worked out in addition to several other workload 
priorities that are being addressed. Quantity (or production) loss sign-up is underway. We have 
a sizable list of potentially eligible applicants for which we are calling to schedule appointments. 
Please be patient as we work this program into current workload priorities. 
 
The CDP is only applicable to producers that were covered by Federal Crop Insurance or under 
the FSA Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). Producers must have suffered 
losses in excess of 35% to be eligible for quantity loss payments and will be paid at 42% of the 
FSA established price. Losses are paid at the highest calculated payment year, 2005, 2006 or 
2007 (2007 recently modified to include all crops produced through December 31, 2007). There 
is currently no sign-up deadline for CDP. 
 

LIVESTOCK COMPENSATION PROGRAM 
 

Sign-up for the Livestock Compensation Program is underway. Producers that have called 
about the program have been sent a letter and fact sheet describing what is needed as 
documentation and information for the application. Please call our office for an appointment 
when you have gathered your information. All other interested producers should call our office 
as soon as possible for an appointment. While there is no sign-up deadline as of the date this is 
written, we know they could announce one anytime. 
 
The LCP program pays producers that have suffered losses from natural disasters as they’ve 
been officially declared for the county or contiguous county. The qualifying loss condition for 
Franklin County is drought for 2005 and 2007. All counties contiguous to Franklin are also 
covered under at least a drought designation for the same two years. There have been several 
changes to the program, most notably that producers who move eligible livestock from one 
county to another may now have qualifying non-irrigated pasture losses in the two or more 
counties. The key to this new provision is that it’s an aspect of the normal ranching operation 
to move livestock across county lines annually. All the counties in a multi-county application 
must meet eligibility as a primary disaster declared county or be contiguous to one. The LCP 
pays out on the higher year calculated benefit (2005 or 2007) and per application on the lesser 
of the actual pasture loss or livestock feed needs. Most applications are being paid based on 
livestock feed needs (or the per head payment). The following are rates used for the per head 
based payment (as a partial list of eligible livestock).  

• Adult Cows and Bulls   = $10.66 
• Non-Adult Beef (> 500#)  = $  8.00 
• Equine (work horses only) = $  7.89 
• Sheep (all)     = $  2.67 

 
COMMON LAND UNIT - GIS MAPPING WORK 

 
One of the task priorities we’re involved with now (and over the course of the next few months) 
is working towards completion of the Franklin County Geographical Information System (GIS) 
Common Land Unit (CLU) layer (what a mouthful!). The transitional move from our old 660 
scale aerial photographs to this computer based digital imagery mapping system is crucial to 
providing you the best service and accuracy for your participation in FSA and other USDA 
programs. When the task is completed and we’re “certified” for use, we will officially use this 
new system for your programs. These more exacting acreages are updated to our Farm 
Records data base and all program contracts that utilize these acreages will be updated. You 
will be notified of applicable changes when they’re official. Once again we ask for your 
patience in general program service as this is a very detailed oriented task, but one we 
believe you will appreciate. Please call for appointments for issues beyond simple 
inquiries. Thank you. 
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The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply 
to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD). 
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FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE NEWS & NOTES 
 March 17, 2008 is the final date to obtain 2008 Adjusted Gross Revenue-Lite (AGR-Lite) insurance for NEW 

APPLICATION/ENROLLMENT POLICIES in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington. 
 SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, January 21, 2008 -- USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) recently announced crop 

policy improvements to the Potato Federal Crop Insurance Corporation’s (FCIC) Multi-Peril Crop Insurance (MPCI) Potato 
crop insurance provisions. Dave Paul, Director of U.S. Department of Agriculture's Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
Spokane Regional Office, shared “This is a good time for producers to contact their crop insurance agent to see how these 
changes may benefit their insurance package.” according to Paul. "Policy changes and endorsement selections must be 
made on or before the sales closing date for the crop in a county." We strongly encourage producers to contact their local 
crop insurance agent to see how these and other changes may affect their insurance package ahead of the sales closing 
date, which is March 15 (since March 15 is on a Saturday sale can continue through COB March 17) for growers throughout 
the Pacific Northwest and Alaska. 

 SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, July 16, 2007 ---- Risk Management Agency (RMA) Spokane Regional Office announces the 
expanded availability of Federal Crop Insurance Corporation’s (FCIC) Mint Crop Insurance Program. “RMA recently 
converted the Mint Pilot program to a permanent program which enabled us to expand the availability area of the Multi-Peril 
Crop Insurance (MPCI) program into seventeen additional counties for the 2008 crop year, making it available now in 
nineteen counties” said Dave Paul, Director of the RMA’s Spokane Regional Office. Approved counties with Mint MPCI 
coverage now includes for Washington: Adams, Benton, Franklin, Grant and Yakima. The 2008 sales closing date for Mint 
with Winter Option has passed; however basic coverage may be purchased until Monday, March 17, 2008 (Contact RMA for 
a list of counties in Oregon and Idaho).  

 March 17, 2008 is the final sales closing date for numerous other FCIC crops. Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely 
through private crop insurance companies.  A list of crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service Centers 
throughout the United States or on the RMA Web site at http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents/. 

NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) 
March 17, 2008 is the sales closing date for FSA NAP coverage for non Federal Crop Insured covered spring planted crops 
including small grain forages, mustard and summer planted buckwheat. Remember that NAP participation requires timely filed 
weather disaster loss reports and annual acreage and production reports. Losses should be reported immediately and no later 
than 15 days from the disaster event. The general acreage reporting deadline is June 30 and the production reporting deadline 
for the prior year’s covered crop is also June 30 of the current year. Contact our office before destruction of any disaster affected 
crop. 
 
FARM LOAN FUNDS STILL AVAIALABE:  
FSA loan funds for direct and guaranteed loans in 2008 are still available.  Direct loans for farm operating and also farm 
purchase are still available.  If you, your friend or neighbor are looking for a loan, please get in contact with this office so we can 
see what can be done to help you.  We have loan applications, information sheets, and lists of lenders who make guaranteed 
loans available for you.  Maximum amount for a direct loan is $200,000, while a guaranteed loan can be as high as $949,000. 
 
PROPER PRODUCER SIGNING/BINDING AUTHORITY FOR FSA PROGRAMS 
A lengthy review of agency operations was conducted last year with one of the major components being proper signing and 
binding authority. The clear message for 2007 and forward is that FSA is provided clear documentation of a signature authority 
to bind other individuals and/or entities for FSA program participation as well as having the authorization to sign FSA forms, 
applications and contracts on their behalf. Agency power-of-attorney form FSA-211 is available for grating signing authority to 
another. Entity and joint operation papers are needed when such are participating producers. We know that producers make 
business decisions to change their operation structures and some changes are unavoidable (such as when estates are 
established). Please contact us for a copy of a locally developed help-sheet that covers our basic requirements for operation 
structure changes and the proof of binding and signing authority. 
 
WATCH FOR CRP MAILINGS 
We are finishing up the last of the REX provision contracts with 10-year reenrollment packets going out to contract operators. 
The packets contain contract reenrollment forms, updated soil rental rate maps and a cover letter that stipulates a return 
deadline (and if not returned timely, the contract will be denied reenrollment). Please act on these packets when received, 
complete the necessary paperwork and acquire landowner signatures as applicable and return to our office promptly. Contact 
Pat Beck if you have any questions regarding these packets. 
 
Employment Opportunities with FSA:  
Employment opportunities for the USDA Farm Service Agency and located within Washington State are listed on the FSA 
website http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa.  Vacancies are posted on the home page and from the “Search for Job Openings Link” on 
the same page.  Anyone interested is encouraged to frequently monitor these websites.   FSA is dedicated to serving farmers 
and ranchers. 
 


