Franklin County FSA
1620 Road 44

Pasco, WA 99301

Office Phone: 509-545-8543,
or 8544 or 8546

Office Fax: 509-547-2007

Office Hours
Monday — Friday
8:00 AM — 4:30 PM

County Committee
Mike Corrales— Irrig. (LAA-1)
*Terri Hayles—Irrig. (LAA-2)
(2007/2008 Election
District)*

Kurt Harder— Dryland (LAA-3)

Office Staff

Farm Programs:
Bruce Clatterbuck, CED
Lynda O’Connor, PT

Bonnie Riehle, PT

Patty Welch, PT

Patsy Beck, PT (Temporary)
Farm Loan Program:
Jon Wilson, FLM

Pam Castoldi, FLO

Joyce Nevins-Ginsberg, FLO
Beth Farias, PT
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QUICK LOOK

KEY DATES AND

REMINDERS:

e Latino Farmers Meeting
on the FSA Farm Loan
Program (see newsletter
reverse) — June 27,
2007.

e Next County Committee
Meeting -

June 28, 2007

e Final Date to request
and/or file an FSA
Acreage Report and prior
year NAP covered crop
production report - June
30, 2007.

e Deadline to enroll (fee
free) in the DCP program-
August 3, 2007

2007 Crop Loan Rates:
Wheat Varieties —

HRS = $3.12/ HRW = $3.28
SWW = $2.89

Barley - $2.16/Oats - $1.30
Corn - $2.38 ($85/ton)

FSA WEB SITES:

State: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa
National: http://www.fsa.usda.gov
USDA: http://www.usda.gov
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Farm Service Agency
June, 2007

Franklin County FSA News
[COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION,

The Farm Service Agency County Committee members are a critical component of the
day-to-day operations of FSA. Committee members help guide FSA farm programs at the local
level. County Committees make decision on commaodity price support loans and payments,
conservation programs, incentive, indemnity and disaster payments for commodities and other
farm disaster assistance. Committee members apply their judgment and knowledge to make
local decisions using Federal regulations to guide them. It is crucial that every eligible producer
take part in this election process because county committees are a direct link between you and
the Farm Service Agency.

FSA voting districts are termed “local administrative areas” and were established by prior
County Committee recommendation and approved at higher levels. LAA #2 encompassing the
south west irrigated portion of the county (south of Bellflower and Sheffield Roads, running
south to Pasco and then wrapping around north east along the Snake River) is up for election
this year. Terri Hayles is currently representing this area on the committee. Please see the
election calendar below and note that nomination petition forms will be sent out to ALL
county producers. This is unavoidable at the present time due to the inability of program
software to limit the mailing to just the one LAA. Nominations can be received for producers
only identified to LAA #2. We encourage nomination of all eligible producers in LAA#2,
including those in underrepresented groups. Election Calendar:

June 15, 2007 — Nomination process begins. Petitions are mailed to county producers and
petition forms can be requested from the county office.

August 1, 2007 — Last day to file nomination forms.

November 2, 2007 — Ballots mailed to eligible voters.

December 3, 2007 — Last day to return ballots.

January 1, 2008 — Elected committee members (and alternates) take office.

IDIRECT AND COUNTER-CYCLICAL PROGRAM-2007 SIGN-UA

While the final date to sign up for the DCP program was extended this year to August 3,
2007, we want to remind producers not to delay calling in for their enroliment appointment,
especially if their farm operation and or farmed acreages are changing. Changes have to be
documented and recorded before the DCP contract can be enrolled. Note for operators that
have “initiated” a contract this year: We have numerous farm contracts with pending
sighatures. We will make every effort to send out one reminder notice to farm operators
for these situations before the 9/30/07 sign-up deadline, but ask that you take the
responsibility now to see that you have attained and provided to us all signed contract
pages and/or signed written leases.

DCP Program participation requires documentation of share or cash rent leasing.
Examples of documentation may include a written lease agreement, owner’s signature on the
contract, and in certain circumstances a certification of lease from the operator. Please provide
details on leasing situations if there are any questions regarding eligibility for DCP and/or other
FSA program benefits.

IREPORT 2007 CROP ACRES NOW- DEADLINE IS JUNE 30TH

Please call the office to schedule reporting your 2007 crop year acreages now. Remember, you
must provide seeding dates for all crops planted. Double crops should be reported, as well as
any failed and/or subsequent crop plantings. Producers participating in the DCP, CRP, Market
Assistance (Commodity) Loan, LDP and NAP programs must report their crop acreages. Also
for DCP, all cropland on the FSA farm number must be reported before final payments can be
issued (this coming October). Late fees will be assessed for late filed reports.

IDISASTER LEGISLATION SIGNED INTO LAW

Within the Irag War and Katrina Recovery bill signed by the President in May of this year was

Ag disaster aide. Six programs for benefits are listed in the legislation along with extension of

the Milk Income Loss Compensation program through 9/30/07. Key programs are:

e Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) — (land rehabilitation and severe drought-water
conservation measures).

e Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) — (compensation for feed losses in disaster
designated and contiguous counties).

e Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) — (compensation for livestock losses in disaster
designated and contiguous counties)

e Crop Disaster Program (CDP) — (compensation for crop quantity and quality losses for
producers covered by Federal Crop Insurance or FSA’s Non-Insured Assistance Program.

Livestock and Crop loss programs allow for one year of compensation (05, 06 or 07-crops

planted by 2/28/07). This is a preliminary announcement. No sign-up has been set and many

details have to be ironed out. We will get the word out when we know more. At this point, please

consider your heaviest loss year and assemble production and quality loss records. A few more

details are provided for you in a Fact Sheet and Talking Points Paper we can provide to you

upon request. You can check out the fact sheet by clicking on “Disaster Assistance Programs”

at the left side of the FSA home page at: www.fsa.usda.gov . We're very busy with current

programs, so your patience for further details on these new ones will be greatly appreciated.
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IFSA Farm Loan Program:

Farm Loan Application and Information session in Pasco for Spanish Speakers; Starts at 6:30 pm on June 27, 2007 at the Chase
Center 1620 North Road 20 (behind Walgreens). Sponsored by the Center for Latino Farmers. Contact Eliel Cruz at (509) 453-
3157 for more information. (Jon Wilson, Farm Loan Manager with the Pasco FSA Office, will be assisting at the session).

USDA 2007 Farm Bill Proposals Available:

The U.S. Department of Agriculture recently published “America’s Farm Bill 2007 — 2007 Farm Bill Proposals.” The 183-page
document provides in-depth details of 65 proposals put forth by the Administration for consideration by Congress. The proposals
cover the ten titles of the Farm Bill: commodity operations, conservation, trade, nutrition programs, credit, rural development,
research and related matters, forestry, energy and miscellaneous. If you would like a hard copy of the proposals, you may
contact the FSA state office at (509) 323-3000. The proposals and additional information may be found online at the Farm Bill

link on the USDA website: http://www.usda.gov.
CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM:

2008-2010 Contracts — Reenrollment and Extensions: The 2006/2007 Improper Payments Review (IPIA) task and
subsequent internal National review of our office for 2006 records slowed our REX process down considerably. Completed field
inspection contracts and subsequent extension and reenroliment paperwork of the standard practice contracts are being sent out
slowly but surely. Now that the IPIA review has been completed, we should be picking up the pace in this job area. Continue to
watch for contract extension and 10-year reenroliment paperwork and respond as promptly as possible with the required forms
and applicable signatures needed to approve REX for these contracts. Remember also that 10-year reenrollments involve a
recalculated average soil rental rate based on the amended rental rates approved for the county in late 2005 (which may involve
slight rental rate reductions from the prior contract. This also includes a $1.00 reduction in the maintenance rate from $5.00 to
$4.00).

Periodically we have producers contacting the office asking about enhancement of these REX contract acreages (which may
have not been inspected but the producer feels may no longer meet certification standards). Inspections have been conducted
(and are still being conducted) as is possible for the worst identified areas from last year’s helicopter inspection flight. All other
acreages that have not been inspected but need enhancement must come under the following guidance:

e Reguest enhancement first in writing or in person, identifying the deemed failed acreage area on an aerial photo so we

have a location for inspection.

e Provide our office a written summary of maintenance/management efforts you’ve applied on these acres since the time
of contract approval (not including activities performed that resulted in our office paying you cost shares).

e The Committee reviews the state of the stand under non compliance rules (and applicable penalties).

o |f approved by the Committee; sign to, consult and hold to the bench marks of the applicable conservation plan of
operations for the practices needed (for the most part these CPO’s would be targeting reseed practices).

e Report completion of the enhancement plan to the office, providing us the contract number as the initial reference.
(Remember that REX is not automatic and in cases of stand failure, the Committee is required to determine if good faith was
applied and what penalties could be applied)

2007 Expiring Filterstrip Contracts: We are moving ahead with this task for the 40+ contracts that expire September 30 of
this year. There are three phases involved with this task:

1. We (FSA) will be sending out to operators, “letters of intent” by the end of this month. These letters will provide basic
guidance about filterstrip reenrollment and require that you respond back with an intent to; not reenroll a contract or
reenroll a contract for 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 or 15 years. (Please note that field borders cannot be altered under
reenroliment).

2. NRCS will be inspecting all 2007 expiring acreages for these contracts and reporting results to FSA and issuing
subsequent enhancement Conservation Plans through the FSA County Committee (as needed). Cost shares are
authorized for contracts with approved reseed plans.

3. FSA will send out reenrollment contract paperwork similar to standard practice REX reenroliment paperwork when the
term intent has been returned (item 1 above) and after the soil rental rates have been recalculated.

As with the standard practice REX packets, please do not delay responding to mailings involving these contracts.

2008 FSA NAP Program and FCIC Sales Closing Dates Near: The following are sales closing deadlines for FSA’s Non-
Insured Assistance Program for 2008 coverage (for crops not covered by FCIC coverage): 8/31/07, 9/30/07, 11/20/07 and for
spring crops, 3/15/08. Deadlines by crop can be found at the state FSA website @ www.fsa.usda.gov/wa . Federal Crop
Insurance information can be found @ www.rma.usda.gov. Remember: prior disaster program participation required two
subsequent years of FCIC (at least one level above CAT or AGR) or FSA NAP coverage based on the date of disaster
application. Breaking this “linkage provision” for any disaster paid crop results in 100% repayment of the disaster payment
plus interest! Contact our office for more information about the linkage provision.

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status,
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600
(voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or(202) 720-6382 (TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




