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Genesee/Shiawassee FSA News 
     
USDA Service Center 
Genesee County FSA 
1525 N. Elms Rd. 
Flint, MI  48532 
(810) 230-8766 (Phone) 
(810) 230-2404 (FAX) 
Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. 
 
Staff 
Sharon Graham 
Karla Klasek 
Jean Ann Tarrant 
Teresa Fejes 
 
Genesee Committee 
Chad B. Morey 
James R. Navidonski 
Terry Spezia 
Shauna Weil – Advisor 
 
USDA Service Center 
Shiawassee County FSA 
1900 S. Morrice Rd. 
Owosso, MI  48867 
(989) 723-8263 (Phone) 
(989) 723-8491 (FAX) 
Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. 
 
Staff 
Louri Miller 
Larry Godfrey 
Nancy Vogl 
Angela Case 
Bernadette Schneider 
Debra Walker 
 
Shiawassee Committee 
Nicholas A. Zdunic 
John T. Stasa 
George Zmitko I 
Julia Birchmeier – Advisor 
 
Field Assistant 
William Darnell 
 
Farm Loan Manager 
David Hemker 
Phil Sweeney 
 
County Director 
Jayne A. Van Ness 

 Meet the Candidates 
 

The upcoming County Committee elections 
are underway and candidates have been 
nominated from the areas holding the 
elections.  Those areas and candidates 
are: 
     Genesee County 
     Local Administrative Area #1 
     Townships of:  Clayton, Flushing,   
     Montrose, Mt. Morris and Vienna 
Candidates: 
Ronald Dieck – Ronald (Ron) Dieck farms 
in the Clayton Township area.  His primary
crops are corn and soybeans. 
Linda Minarik – Linda farms with her 
husband William Minarik from the Flush-
ing area.  Their primary crops are corn, 
soybeans, wheat and dry beans. 
     Shiawassee County 
     Local Administrative Area #1 
     Townships of:  Fairfield,  
     Middlebury, Owosso, Perry,    
     Sciota and Woodhull 
Candidates: 
Lynn Garber – Lynn farms in the Owosso 
area.  His primary crops are corn, soy-
beans and wheat. 
Donald Stevens – Donald farms in the 
Owosso area.  His farm is enrolled into 
the Conservation Program. 
George Zmitko I – George farms with his 
wife Kathleen Zmitko in the Owosso area. 
Their primary crops are corn, soybeans, 
wheat, hay, oats, barley and red clover. 

 Calendar of election activity: 
• August 6, 2007 
County offices completed review of 
candidates eligibility. 
• November 2, 2007 

      Ballots will be mailed to all eligible    
      voters in the election area. 

• November 19, 2007 
Reminder postcards will be mailed. 
• December 3, 2007 
Final date for ballots to be  
returned. 
• December 5, 2007  
Shiawassee County will count ballots.
• December 6, 2007 
Genesee County will count ballots. 

 
DISASTER CONDITIONS  
 
In the event of a disaster condition 
affecting your farm, PLEASE remember 
that you must report the event caus-
ing any loss or damage to crop 
acreages or farm structures within 15 
days from the date of the occurrence. 
This allows FSA to verify the conditions 
in the field timely for future disaster 
reports, crop insurance requests 
and/or potential disaster programs.  
 
 USDA GRANTS AVAILABLE 
 
A couple different USDA grants are 
available for the following: 

• Renewable Energy and Energy 
Efficiency Program Grants  

      Contact Rural Development,    
      Caro Office at (989) 673-7588. 
• Assist Farmers with Disabilities 

http://www.csrees.usda 
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Facility Loan Program 
Individuals who wish to purchase new farm storage, drying and/or grain handling equipment may apply for the facility loan program.  The process is as 
follows: 

• Producer contacts their local FSA office and provides them with original quotes for all equipment, electrical and excavating needs.  FSA will de-
termine qualifying needs and the producer will pay a $45.00 application fee. 

• Form FSA-185, application will be completed, signed and initialed by the individual.  The producer will also sign a request for a “Credit Report” 
for financial purposes. 

• The county office will set up an appointment for the producer to meet with the Farm Loan Manager responsible for that county office once the 
credit report is received to prepare a “Financial Analysis” for the county committee. 

• The CED will visit the farm where the bin structure and/or equipment will be placed to conduct an “Environmental Analysis”. 
• The application is completed and prepared to be presented to the County Committee. The producer will be notified of the interest rate locked in 

and the amount of funding approved.  (The funding amount will be 85% of the total cost of the structure.  Funding is disbursed after the struc-
ture is completed). 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic infor-
mation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( 
Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
 
To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights,1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

. 
FSA’s 2007 National Compliance and Spot Check Review,    
FSA is committed to delivering accurate program payments to America’s agricultural producers.  The accuracy of 
payments not only benefits farmers and ranchers, but also maximizes taxpayer dollars and government efficiency.   
 
As part of the 2007 National Compliance Review, FSA’s national office is requiring local FSA county offices to con-
duct compliance reviews and spot checks of certain producers selected by the national office through a statistical 
sampling method.  A statistical sample of FSA employees, County Committee (COC) and State Committee (STC) 
members have also been selected for review using this same process.   
 
FSA may review a producer’s operations in multiple states and counties, depending on the scope of the pro-
ducer’s operations.  FSA will review both the accuracy of the representations made by the selected producers in 
connection with participation in FSA programs as well as the producer’s compliance with applicable program re-
quirements.  The reviews may need to be conducted at various times throughout the year depending on the FSA 
programs in which the producer is participating.  FSA appreciates the cooperation of its customers as the agency 
continues to enhance its operations. 
 
FSA’s goal is to ensure that program dollars are delivered effectively and efficiently so America’s farmers and 
ranchers can provide safe and abundant food, fiber and fuel for consumers at home and abroad. 


