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Gilliam-Wheeler FSA 
333 S Main St 
PO BOX 467 

Condon, OR 97823 
(541) 384-2281 

(541) 384-2288 FAX 
 

Hours: 
Monday – Friday 

7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 

FSA 
Justin Faulhaber Ext. 105  

justin.faulhaber@or.usda.gov 
Bonnie Johnson Ext. 100 

bonnie.johnson@or.usda.gov 
Ellen Wagenaar Ext. 103 

ellen.wagenaar@or.usda.gov 
 

FSA Committee Members 
Rich Harper 
Jeff Nelson 

Garey Fischer 
Sarah Rucker 

 
COC Voting Begins November 6, 2009 
 
COC Election ballots for LAA 2 will be mailed to eligible voters 
beginning Nov. 6, and must be returned to the county office by the 
close of business on Dec. 7, or postmarked by midnight Dec. 7, 
2009. 
 
The nominee for LAA 2 is Jeff Nelson of Condon.  
 
Agricultural producers of legal voting age can vote if they participate 
or cooperate in any FSA program. A person who is not of legal 
voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations on 
an entire farm can also vote. No one can be denied the right to vote 
because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status.  
 
For additional clarification about county committee elections, 
contact your local county office staff. 

Marketing Assistance Loans 
 
A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is available for 
producers who share in the risk of producing the crop.  
To be eligible, a producer must maintain continual 
beneficial interest in the crop from harvest through the 
earlier of the date the loan is repaid or CCC takes title to 
the commodity.  Beneficial interest means retaining the 
ability to make decisions about the commodity; 
responsibility for loss or damage to the commodity; and 
title to the commodity.  Once beneficial interest in a 
commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for loan — 
even if the producer regains beneficial interest. 
 
Commodity loan eligibility also requires compliance with 
conservation and wetland protection requirements, 
acreage reporting and ensuring that the commodity meets 
Commodity Credit Corporation minimum grade and 
quality standards.  For commodities to be eligible they 
must have been produced by an eligible producer, be in 
existence and in a storable condition and be merchantable 
for food, feed or other uses as determined by CCC. The 
quality of the commodity in farm storage must be 
maintained throughout the term of the loan. 
 
Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and 
Counter-Cyclical and/or ACRE Programs to be eligible for 
commodity loans.  Violating provisions of a marketing 
assistance loan may trigger administrative actions, such as 
assessing liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of 
future farm-stored loans.  

Dates to Remember 

November 6,  2009 COC Voting Begins 
November 11, 2009 Veterans Day Holiday-Office 

Closed 
November 26, 2009 Thanksgiving Day-Office Closed 
December 7, 2009 Last day to submit COC Ballots  

Selected Interest Rates for 
September  2009 

90-Day Treasury Bill  0.25% 
Farm Operating Loans — Direct  3.00% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct  4.875% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Down 
Payment 

 1.50% 

Emergency Loans  3.75% 
Farm Storage Facility Loans  3.250-4.000% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.500% 

New Payment Method 
 
Producers will now receive all payment 
statements from the National Finance Center 
(NFC). The County FSA Office provides the 
direct deposit and program payment information 
to NFC. NFC then processes the payment to 
your bank account. As a result, there is a 1 day 
delay in receipt via direct deposit, the potential 
for all payments to be offset for Federal debt, 
and the description on the bank statement will 
read “FSA TREAS 310”. 

 
 
 
 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or 
because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center 
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, and 1400 Independence Ave, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or 
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Biomass Crop Assistance Program 
 

The new Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) is of interest to biomass conversion facilities and those who own, 
chip and transport biomass material to these facilities.  
 
Chippers and producers with conversion facilities contracts to prepare and deliver materials can apply for matching 
payments under the collection, harvest, storage and transportation (CHST) component of BCAP. Once an agreement 
is signed between FSA and a biomass conversion facility and funding is provided, the facilities can begin accepting 
materials under this program. 
 
The matching CHST payments are paid at a rate of $1 for $1 per dry-ton equivalent received by a qualified biomass 
conversion facility, not to exceed $45 per dry-ton equivalent. A biomass owner is eligible to receive payments for two 
years. The purpose of the matching payments is to assist biomass handlers with the CHST cost of delivering biomass 
to a qualified biomass conversion facility.  Once a facility becomes qualified, eligible material owners or producers 
who deliver biomass to that facility may be eligible to receive CHST payments.  
 
    Eligible material owners or producers, who market eligible material to a qualified biomass conversion facility, may 
apply for the matching CHST payment at their FSA county office. An application must be submitted and approved 
before the eligible material is sold or delivered to a qualified biomass conversion facility. After the product is 
delivered, a material handler must provide FSA with documentation of product quantity, quality and payment rate. 
County offices will validate payment requests with information in the county office and information provided under 
the terms of MOUs with the qualified biomass conversion facilities. CHST payments will not be authorized until 
appropriate environmental analysis is completed. Contact your FSA state office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more 
information. 

Farm Storage Facility Loan  
Program Changes 
 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program allows producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest 
financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.  
 
The new maximum principal amount of a loan through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now required to provide a 
down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the eligible 
storage facility. New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available depending on the amount of the loan. Interest rates 
for each term rate may be different and are based on the rate which CCC borrows from the Treasury Department. 
 
Early partial disbursement will be available after a portion of the construction has been completed. The final fund 
disbursement will be made when all construction is completed. The maximum amount of the partial disbursement will 
be 50 percent of the projected and approved total loan amount. 
 
Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA county office that maintains the farm's records. An FSFL must 
be approved before any site preparation or construction can begin. The following commodities are eligible for farm 
storage facility loans: 

- Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain 
- Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley harvested as other-than-whole grain 
- Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and dry peas 
- Hay 
- Renewable biomass 
- Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables 
- Cold storage facilities 

For more information about FSFL please visit your FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov. 
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