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 Election Update 

The period to nominate candidates for the up-
coming county committee election is closed. 
Nominations were due in the county office on 
Tuesday, Aug. 1. Ballots will be mailed to all 
eligible voters by Nov. 3. Voted and signed bal
lots must be returned to the county office by 
Dec. 4. 
 
If no valid nominations have been filed, the 
Secretary of Agriculture may nominate as 
many as two individuals to be placed on the 
ballot.  
 
County committee elections give farmers and 
ranchers an important opportunity to ensure 
that their FSA county committees represent 
them. 
 
Farmers and ranchers who serve on county 
committees help make decisions necessary to 
administer federal farm programs offered in 
their communities. County committees make 
decisions on agricultural issues such as com-
modity price support loans and payments, con-
servation programs, disaster payments and 
employing county executive directors. 
 
If you participate or cooperate in programs ad-
ministered by FSA and live in the local admin-
istrative area conducting an election, you may 
be nominated for candidacy for a committee. 
You can obtain a complete list of eligibility re-
quirements by visiting the county office or 
online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas 
/publications/facts/html/cocelig06.htm. 
 
 Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters by 

Nov. 3. The last day to return voted ballots
to the county office is Dec. 4. 

 Newly elected county committee members 
take office Jan.1, 2007. 

 
For detailed information about FSA county 
committees or to obtain a nomination form 
(FSA-669A), visit the county office or go 
 online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas 
/publications/elections/Default. asp. 
 
Security Guidelines 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has re-
leased a booklet entitled "Pre-Harvest Security 
Guidelines and Checklist 2006" to help agricul-
tural producers enhance security at the farm 
level. The booklet contains practical measures 
help to protect against natural disasters, as well 
as the unintentional or intentional introduction 
of plant or animal diseases. To get a copy, stop 
by the county office. More information is avail-
able at http://www.usda.gov/homelandsecurity. 
 
Soldier's and Sailor's Relief Act 
 
Producers who are full time members of the 
military or have been called to active duty with 
their Reserve or National Guard units should 
know about the protections provided by the 
Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act of 1940.  
 
Producers or borrowers should notify the 
county office if they are full-time members of 
the armed services or have been called to active 
duty status whether or not their financial situa-
tion has been adversely affected. 
 
Land for Sale 
 
Producers and investors are encouraged to 
bookmark this Web site http://www.resales 
.usda.gov/. This site provides a national list of 
all inventory farms that are available for sale by 
the Farm Service Agency. These properties 
were acquired by the agency through mortgage 
defaults and oftentimes represent a good value. 
They may also represent an opportunity for be-
ginning farmers to obtain a parcel of real estate 
and are initially targeted to beginning farmers 
for financing by the FSA. 
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  remises ID 

roducers with a Premises ID to need to con-
act the Farm Service Agency county office 
taff to update their premises information fol-
owing a change in address, type of premises, 
ame of contact person or telephone number. 
his is required to ensure an accurate database. 
remises ID is part of the voluntary National 
nimal Identification System. NAIS is de-

igned to rapidly identify all animals and prem-
ses that have had direct contact with a disease. 
etails on NAIS are available at 
ttp://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/index.shtml.

eneficial Interest Clarified 

he Farm Service Agency national office staff 
as clarified its policy on open storage by re-
cinding part of a notice issued in July. Produc-
rs who deliver to a Commodity Credit 
orporation-approved, federally- or state-

icensed warehouse and the commodity is 
laced in open storage must be able to receive 
rom the warehouse a negotiable warehouse re-
eipt or other form of acceptable production 
vidence, if requested. 

elivery of commodities to a location that is 
ot considered a CCC-approved or State or 
ederally licensed facility will result in the loss 
f beneficial interest in the commodity on the 
ate of delivery. 

or details on the policy, contact the county of-
ice staff. National FSA notices are available on 
he agency’s Web site:  
ttp://www.fsa.usda .gov by clicking on “No-
ices” under “Resources” in the left column. 

Selected Interest Rates for 
August 2006 

90-Day Treasury Bill 4.875% 
Farm Operating - Direct 5.500% 
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.750% 
Limited Resource 5.000% 
Farm Ownership - Direct Down 
Payment, Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher 

4.000% 

Emergency  3.750% 
Farm Storage Facility 5.125% 
Sugar Storage Facility 5.250% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 6.250% 
Tobacco (TTPP) Discount Rate 10.000% 
 Lien Searches 
 
To ensure that all necessary paperwork has 
been filed for your 2006 Commodity Loan, 
you will need to contact the County Office 
at least 30 calendar days in advance to start 
your lien search.  This will allow the 
County Office ample time to perform the 
State lien search, and if applicable for the 
producer to obtain required signed lien 
waivers. 
 
NAP Coverage 
 
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) was designed to reduce finan-
cial losses that occur when natural disasters 
cause a catastrophic loss of production or pre-
vented planting of an eligible crop by providing 
coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) in-
surance. Statute limits NAP to each commercial 
crop or agricultural commodity, except live-
stock, for which CAT is not available and is 
produced for food or fiber.   
 
The application deadline date for the 2007 NAP
crops is soon approaching.  
 
August 1,                     Sudan Grass, Oats 
September 1                Alfalfa, Clover, Grass 
December 1                 Honey 
December 15               Almonds, Blueberries, 
                                     Grapes, Kiwi, Olives 
                                     Pistachio, Prunes, 
                                     Walnuts 
January 1                      Valencia Oranges 
March 1                        Sunflowers, Beans        
      
Producers who already have coverage on 2006 
NAP crops may choose to continue coverage 
on the same crop or crops for 2007, if the ap-
plicable service fee is submitted by the applica-
tion closing date.  
 
A new CCC-471, application for coverage is 
not required to be signed when applying for 
continuous coverage of the same crop or crops.
 
Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or 
delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage 
or changing crop shares must file a new CCC-
471 with signatures and pay the applicable ser-
vice fee. 
 
Producers with 2006 NAP coverage must re-
member to complete the following to qualify 
for benefits: 
 
 Timely file acreage reports and keep track 
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of harvested production using acceptable 
methods. For example, bale weights or 
other means of determining quantities of 
hay are required. 
 
File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of 
when a loss is apparent, due to drought, 
hail, etc.  

e Loan Rates 

6 Loan Values for Warehouse-Stored Loan:

  Whole   Broken 
gh Rice  Kernels     Rice 
lass  (cents per pound) 

g Grain  10.52     5.26 
dium Grain    9.52     5.26 
rt Grain    9.52     5.26 

mple of a loan rate calculation for 2006-
p warehouse-stored rice with a 56/68 mill-
 yield is as follows: 

g Grain Medium Grain Short Grain 
6.52        $5.96    $5.96 

6 Farm-Stored Rice Loan Rates (per cwt): 

g Grain Medium Grain Short Grain 
6.48       $6.08     $6.10 

asonable Accommodations 

sonable accommodations will be made, 
n request, for individuals with disabilities, 
on impairment or hearing impairment. If 
cial accommodations are required, please 
 the Farm Service Agency county office 
f, and we will be happy to make any ar-
gements that are necessary.  

C-633-EZ Reminder 

eminder that we’ve switched to the CCC-
-EZ form. Be sure to complete and sign 
e 1 of the EZ form as soon as possible and 
ainly before you lose beneficial interest. 

n, depending upon the crop, page 2, 3 or 4 
sed to request an LDP any time during the 
/LDP availability period before or after los-

 beneficial interest.    

 the 2006 crop year, the CCC-633 EZ and 
P online requests are the only methods 

ilable to request LDPs.  
 Controlled Substances 
 
Program participants convicted under federal 
or state law of any planting, cultivating, grow-
ing, producing, harvesting or storing a con-
trolled substance are ineligible for program 
payments and benefits. 
 
If convicted of one of these offensives, the 
program participant shall be ineligible during 
that crop year and the four succeeding crop 
years for direct and counter-cyclical payments, 
price support loans, loan deficiency payments, 
market loan gains, storage payments, farm fa-
cility loans, Non-insured Crop Disaster Assis-
tance Program payments or disaster payments. 
 
Program participants convicted of any federal 
or state offense consisting of the distribution 
(trafficking) of a controlled substance shall, at 
the discretion of the court, be ineligible for any 
or all program payments and benefits: 
 for up to 5 years after the first conviction 

 
 for up to 10 years after the second convic-

tion 
 

 permanently for a third or subsequent con-
viction. 
 

Program participants convicted of federal or 
state offense for the possession of a controlled 
substance shall be ineligible, at the discretion 
of the court, for any or all program benefits, as 
follows: 
 
 up to 1 year upon the first conviction 

 
 up to 5 years after a second or subsequent 

conviction. 
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   Dates to Remember 

Sept. 4 Labor Day Federal Holiday. 
All FSA offices closed. 

Sept. 30 Final date for 2006 DCP con-
tract revisions. 

Nov. 3 County committee election 
ballots mailed. 

Dec. 4 
Last day to return voted bal-
lots in county committee elec-
tion. 

  
Visit Our Web site at 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/** 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

 4 


