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COUNTY COMMITTEE 
ELECTION RESULTS 

 
Congratulations to David Noonan, of Maple City, on his election to the 
County Committee (COC). David was elected to represent farmers in LAA 
#2 (Centerville, Cleveland, Elmwood, Empire, Glen Arbor, Solon and 
Kasson Townships). Keith Parker of Cedar was elected Alternate for LAA 
#2. The new County Committee member will take office on January 1st.  
The COC will hold its organizational meeting to elect the COC Chairman 
and Vice-chairman, on January 10th. 
 
FSA would like to thank everyone who took the time to vote in the 
committee election. The turnout for this election was great, and it was a very 
close race. 
 
Committee members are a critical component of the day to day operations of 
FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers who 
serve on the committee help decide the kind of programs their counties 
offer. They work to make FSA agricultural programs serve the needs of the 
local producers. Committees make decisions on:   
 

• Commodity loans and payments 
• Establishment of yields 
• Conservation programs 
• Other farm disaster assistance. 

 
A familiar face to all the farmers in LAA #2 will be missing next year.  
After 25 years of service on the County Committee (COC), Roger Noonan 
from Maple City, will be stepping down. The County Committee and office 
staff would like to thank Roger Noonan for his 25 years of dedicated service 
and thoughtful consideration for the many decisions that were made. The 
insight which he has provided has been a great asset to the farm community 
and office staff. 
 

 
  



THE END OF AN ERA  
 
On March 1, 1970 retired County Executive Director 
Lowell Goff made one of the most important decisions 
of his 35+ year career with the then ASCS; he hired 
Gloria Wilson as a Program Assistant.   
 
Over the next 36 years Gloria worked with four 
CED’s, on many different farm bills, withstood the 
turmoil in the consolidation with Kalkaska, and 
Leelanau Counties, and was always able to deal with 
the many changes in program provisions and political 
attitudes. 
 
Gloria always did her best to explain program 
provisions and apply them to your individual needs.  
Growing up on an area farm, Gloria brought 
knowledge on individual farming operations, cultural 
practices, and background information on this area, to 
the agency. 
 
Gloria retires January 3rd and you are invited to an 
open house to be held on December 20th from 1:30 to 
3:30 pm at the USDA Service Center on Cass St. to 
celebrate her 36 years of service.  See you there. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS GLORIA!! 
 

FARM RECORD CHANGES 
 
Keeping your farm records current is very important.  
You should report changes in your farming operation 
to FSA.  Changes would include:  land purchases and 
sales, changes in farm operators, address changes, 
financial institution changes that would affect your 
direct deposits, entity changes etc.  By keeping your 
records accurate the county office will be much more 
efficient in the services which we provide. 

 
DIRECT and COUNTER-CYCLICAL  

 PAYMENT PROGRAM 
 

Sign up for the 2007 DCP program began on October 
1st and ends on June 1, 2007.  Producer who miss the 
June 1st deadline are subject to a $100 late file fee per 
farm.   
 
Remember, unlike the last “Production Adjustment 
Program” you MUST ENROLL EACH YEAR.   

Guaranteed Direct Payments, of $0.28 for Corn, 
$0.24 for Barley, $0.024 for Oats, $0.44 for Soybeans, 
and $0.52 for wheat are available, 22% of the amount 
in advance. 

 
      In addition Counter Cyclical Payments are also available 

based on the average market price for the commodity in 
relation to its target price. 

 
       Please call the office for an appointment to enroll. 
 

EMERGENCY LOANS 
AVAILIBITY 

 
     In early November, 2006 the Secretary of Agriculture 

designated numerous Michigan counties as natural disaster 
areas.    
 
11..  Twenty-six counties were designated primary 
natural disaster areas  due to losses caused by frost and 
freeze events that occurred during the  period April 25, 
2006, through Oct. 15, 2006.  
22..  Twenty-eight Michigan counties were designated 
primary natural  disaster areas due to losses caused by 
storms containing excessive rain,  flooding, hail, and high 
winds that occurred from April 26, 2006, and  continuing.  
33..  Nineteen Michigan counties were designated 
primary natural disaster  areas due to losses caused by 
severe drought that occurred June 1, 2006,  through, Sept. 
30, 2006.  
 
Counties in Northwest Michigan included in these 
designations are Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, 
Leelanau, Emmet, Charlevoix, Kalkaska, Otsego, and 
Wexford counties. 
 
The designations make all qualified farm operators in the 
designated areas eligible for low interest emergency (EM) 
loans from USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), 
providing eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers who 
suffered a 30% loss in crop production due to the weather 
conditions specified in one of the designations may 
qualify for Emergency (EM) loan assistance from FSA. 
FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, 
taking into account the extent of losses, security available 
and repayment ability.   
 
Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date 
of the declaration to apply for loans to help cover part of 
their actual losses.  The deadline for filing an application 
for an Emergency Loan is July 9, 2007. 



OTHER LOAN PROGRAMS 
 
FSA has a variety of programs, in addition to the EM loan 
program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity. 
Other USDA programs available to assist farmers and 
ranchers, include the Emergency Conservation Program, 
Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program. 
 
Interested farmers may contact their local USDA Service 
Centers for further information on eligibility requirements 
and application procedures for these and other programs.  
 
The USDA Service Centers in the northwestern part of the 
Lower Peninsula are located in Traverse City, Bellaire, 
Cadillac and Petoskey. 
 
Additional information is also available online at: 
http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov. 
 
FSA news releases and media advisories are available on 
FSA’s Web site at:    http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 
 
With the recent upswing in commodity prices it might be 
time to look at additional on farm storage for your grains.  
FSA has a facility loan program that might work for you.  
FSA will loan up to 85% the cost of the facility, and drying 
equipment.  This is a seven year loan with annual 
installments.  The current interest rate is 4.625%.  Additional 
storage will allow you to more effectively market your 
crops. 
 

NON-INSURED CROP DISASTER 
PROGRAM (NAP) 

 
Producers enrolled in the NAP who have not submitted their 
2006 production evidence to the FSA Office should do so as 
soon as possible.  This production evidence will be used to 
calculate your average yield (Actual Production History 
APH).  This APH will be used as the basis for the 
calculation of any loss benefit which you may be eligible.   
 
Your APH is calculated based on a combination of actual 
yields and transitional yields for up to a ten year period.  It is 
very important that we have the correct information for the 
calculation of your APH.  During your visit to the FSA 
office please request that you review your APH for 
accuracy. 
 

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
With FSA moving into the digital age some exciting 
technology has become available.  The office has 
2005 color photography that was taken in the 
summer of 2005 at one meter resolution.  This 
photography is very clear and the detail is fantastic.  
Color photography for 2006 is also available. This 
photography is two meter resolution so it is not quite 
as clear as the 2005. 
 
The FSA is going to be using this photography for 
certifications and other compliance programs.  It is 
very important that the field and farm boundaries are 
delineated correctly.  Please contact the office prior 
to your next visit so that we may set aside time with 
you to review your farm with you. 
 

NRCS Update 
 
NRCS will soon be funding 2007 conservation 
program applications. The Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) provides technical and 
financial assistance to farmers and landowners with 
non-commercial forestland. Farmers can receive 
assistance for the installation of Agrichemical 
Containment Facilities (storage, mixing, or loading 
of agrichemicals), Animal Waste Storage Facilities, 
Nutrient &/or Pest Mgt., Wind-breaks, and Forest 
Stand Improvement practices. 
Thru the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 
(WHIP) NRCS offers private land-owners technical 
and financial assistance to create or enhance wildlife 
habitat.  
The Wetland Reserve Program restores degraded 
wetlands. NRCS will purchase a 30 year or perm-
anent easement based on the restorable acres.  
Landowners retain rights to the property, but can not 
perform any action that will degrade the restored 
wetland. 
The Boardman-Charlevoix Watershed is again 
eligible for the Conservation Security Program. This 
program allows NRCS to reward the best farmers 
that have been ahead of the conservation curve. This 
program has three funding levels that depend on 
your level of conservation. Your records are the key 
to a successful application.  
For assistance contact your local NRCS office. 
Grand Traverse & Leelanau County residents call 
941-0951. Kalkaska County residents call 533-8709. 
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
December 20, 2006  Gloria Wilson retirement open house USDA Service Center 1:30 -3:30pm 
March 15, 2007 Deadline to purchase crop insurance sold through private agents 
March 15, 2007 Deadline to purchase NAP insurance through FSA 
March 31, 2007 Final loan LDP availability date for Wheat and Oats 
May 30, 2007  Final loan LDP availability date for Corn and Soybeans 
June 1, 2007  Deadline to request Farm Reconstitutions – Signup for DCP 
July 9, 2007   Deadline to apply for Emergency Loans 
July 15, 2007   Final crop reporting date 
 

GLORIA WILSON OPEN HOUSE DECEMBER 20TH 1:30-3:30PM 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, 
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s 
income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, 
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 
 To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.  


